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News from the LWML Montana District 

LWML Gift Planning Counselor Carol Von Soosten 
 

Most Christians don't have a charitable plan for when the Lord calls them to 
heaven and may be unsure where to start. Gift Planning Counselor Carol von 
Soosten will be visiting us for our LWML Montana District Convention, April 24-
26, 2020. She will have a display table and speak to us briefly about the LWML 
Gifts of Love Program.  
 

Carol can help you put your wishes on paper to care for 
your family and impact ministry. LWML offers this free, 
professional assistance you can trust. You will have joy 
and peace of mind knowing your instructions will be               
carried out. 
 

You will receive a variety of choices available to you in developing your plan, such 
as charitable trusts, gift annuities, donor advised funds, and endowments. You will 
also receive a general overview of other planning techniques like wills and living 
trusts, as well as help to guide you through sensitive end of life planning and                   
decisions. 

                Author Donna Pyle 
 

It is not too early to make plans to attend the LWML Montana District                                     
Convention, April 24-26, 2020, at Trinity Lutheran Church and School in Billings. 
Author Donna Pyle will be joining us as Keynote and Banquet Speaker. 
 

Not raised going to church regularly, Donna understands how intimidating it can 
be to open the Bible.  Now, after walking with the Lord for 25 years, she loves to 
encourage others embarking on that wonder-filled path of faith.  
 

Donna has authored over 30 Bible studies and magazine articles and travels throughout the United 
States and internationally to teach from Scripture at conferences and retreats. She was the Bible study 
leader at the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile. She has published five 
books through Concordia Publishing House and four full-length DVD Bible 
study series, downloadable Bible studies, and a devotional journal through 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  
 

Donna attends Salem Lutheran Church in Tomball, Texas, where she serves 
in the LWML and mission work. She is a Houston volunteer team leader for 
Love 146, which seeks to end child trafficking and exploitation. Donna 
serves on the Board of Directors of Camp Lone Star, which offers Christ-
centered opportunities for children/adults through Lutheran Outdoors 
Ministry of Texas. Donna is a life-long Texan and coffee lover. She enjoys 
studying Scripture, writing, traveling, reading, and spending time with  
family and friends. 
 

Mark your calendars, tablets, or smart phones to join us! It will be a great reunion. 



 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

by Rev. Kyle Whaley, Senior Counselor 

Read: Genesis 32:22-30, Luke 18:1-8 
 
No doubt everyone can attest to the struggles in their lives. We all have 
them. Some people struggle more than others while to some people it just 
seems like their struggles are more difficult.  
 

Whether we understand our neighbor’s struggles or not, we can certainly relate to the energy taken from 
oneself and the heartache labors of this life inflict on a person. These exertions are not only physical or 
psychological, but also spiritual. Think of your own struggles with God. Think of how you wrestle with 
your own faith. They may be small scuffles but many; or they may be large battles, but few. Either way, 
no one living in this world can escape this struggle. 
 

Jesus tells us a parable of the Persistent Widow. The widow keeps                 
harassing the judge to give her justice. We don’t know what her story is. 
We are only told about the judge’s qualities; he neither cares for God or 
people. In the end, our Lord says, “And will not God give justice to his 
elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell 
you, he will give justice to them speedily” (Luke 18:7-8a). 
 

This is the main point of the parable. Not the continuous annoying pleas 
of the widow, but the faith in God as our Judge who will give us prompt 
and righteous judgment. Our God is a just God of all things and not of 
this world alone. 
 

We are to come to our Father in heaven with all of our daily needs, this is true, and we are to be in               
consistent conversation with our Lord and Maker through prayer. We are to uphold Him as the one true 
God and to put our reliance, hope, and faith in Him. Yet, in the same vein, we are not to think that                        
pestering prayer for worldly things, that do not serve us or Him, is the proper goal of our asking. 
 

It is like the child who berates the mother for attention. You know what I’m talking about. The child 
pulls on the skirt of his mother and says continuously, “Mom, mom, mom, mom, mother, mother,                
mama, mom, mother …” And when the mother asks, “What is it?” the child replies, “Umm, I forgot.” 
The parent can then see that what was seemingly very important to the child was not important enough 
to be remembered. Yet if that same child came to his mother crying and hurt, even words would not be 
necessary for the mother to bend down and raise the child up into her arms to give the child everything 
he needs. In the first instance, the attention was not prompt or even necessary, yet in the second                   
instance, the response is immediate and loving to fulfill all the needs of the child. 

 

God knows our every weakness and fear. God knows our every desire and need. 
He knows that we are sinful to the point of being lost forever, and He knows how 
we are to be saved. Like the parent who cares for their child, God gave us what 
we need. 
 

Christ’s saving work of taking our sins to the cross, being crucified to death,             
being buried and rising again three days later, in order to cleanse us from all sin 
and to free us from death was not a single, momentary act in time. This salvation 
is an ongoing blessing that daily restores us to righteousness and to the family of 
God. 
 

When two people wrestle, it requires effort from both of them. When you feel 
that you are struggling with your faith and wrestling with God, remember that God is there in your 
struggle, too. 



 

 

District President               

Shari Miller 

April 24-26, 2020, at Tr inity             
Lutheran Church and School in 
Billings. The writer of our hymn             
reminds us that we should sing                  
alleluia to Jesus because “His (is)          
the scepter, His the throne; His the                 
triumph, His the victory alone.” 
 

We hope and pray that you can make 
time to join us for this special event. 

We will rally around 
God’s Word during worship and            
Bible study, hear from some past 
grant recipients, have a special 
presentation from a Gifts of Love 
counselor, and have opportunities to 
fellowship with sisters in Christ from 
across Montana. Our keynote and 
banquet speaker will be Author  
Donna Pyle. In short, we will            
celebrate the Victory that we have in 
Christ Jesus, our Savior and Lord!  

_____________________ 
 

Montana women continue to 
faithfully give their mites to 
the mission and  ministry of  
the LWML, both in our              
district and nationally. What 
powerful effects these grants 
can have in the name of       
Jesus! Our mite offerings 

need to be 
in by March 31, 2020. We still 
have about $6,000 to go!              
Consider giving an offering of 
thanksgiving to God for all He 
has done in your life and in the 
lives of your family. 
 

In our Victorious Christ’s joy, 
 

 

Words are powerful.  The author of  the hymn 
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” knew this. His name 
was William Chatterton Dix. 
 

Dix, a prolific English writer of hymns and carols, 
was born in 1837. He was the son of John Dix, a 
local surgeon and biographer. He was educated for 
a mercantile career and became manager of a             
maritime insurance company where he spent most 
of his life. 
 

Few modern writers have shown such a 
gift as his for the difficult art of hymn-
writing. His hymns and carols also                
include “As with Gladness Men of Old,” 
and  “What Child Is This?” 
 

At the age of 29, he was struck with a 
near fatal illness and consequently              
suffered months confined to his bed. 
During this time, he became severely 
depressed. Yet it is from this period that 
many of his hymns date. He died in 
1898 at the age of 61 and his tombstone simply 
states “Hymn Writer.” He shared the Good News 

of salvation in Jesus through his 
hymns. 
 

As God’s people, we know that 
God’s Word is powerful. It is 
that Word that is living and           
active. It is that Word that tells 
the saving message of salvation 

in Jesus Christ alone. It is that Word that gives us 
the certain hope of heaven because of Jesus’            
perfect life, suffering, death, and resurrection. 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 

It is that Word that gives us the “Victory Through 
Christ.” We read in 1 Corinthians 15:57: But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is the theme and Bible 
verse we will use as we gather together for the 
LWML Montana District Convention,          

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne; 

        Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
        Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
        "Jesus out of ev'ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood."  (LSB 821)  



 

 

Servant Resources 
 

by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources 

Autumn greetings! I hope you are enjoying the fall colors and crispness in the air as                                              
much as I am. God is so good to give us the beautiful four seasons to enjoy in Montana.                                                             
I feel blessed!  

The Western Fall Retreat was held at Trinity 
Lutheran Camp at Flathead Lake on                     
September 20-22. It was an awesome God-blessed weekend              
enjoyed by many. Unfortunately, the Eastern Retreat was                 
cancelled due to low registrations. We pray for next year’s                     
retreats.  
 
If you were not able to attend, the Bible study, A Time For …, 
was led by Rev. Kyle Whaley. This study on time management 
was written by our own Shari Miller focusing on our need to 
make sure that in our daily lives we give to God His fair share of 
our precious time. The study is available on the LWML.org  
website for yourself or your group.  
 
You will find another awesome Bible study on the website, Tell 
the Story of His Glory, the study and video led by Donna Pyle 
at the Mobile convention. I know you will enjoy Donna and this 

is a great way to get to know her as she will be joining us at our District Convention in Billings in April. 
You won’t want to miss it! If you are needing uplifting entertainment, Jan Struck, our humorous                
interrupter at the convention, is also on the website. All of these are wonderful for your Bible study group 
or LWML meeting. Stay warm as the days get cooler and may you feel blessed to be a blessing!   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flathead Reflections and A Missed Opportunity! 

Our time spent on Flathead Lake for the Western Fall Retreat was just what the doc-
tor ordered! As we gathered with our fellow sisters in Christ, we found great pleasure 
in studying the Bible led by Pastor Whaley, relaxing, crafting, eating (great food, of 
course!), and worshipping.  
 

Our theme this year was “Time.” Our Bible studies were based on                             
Ecclesiastes 3:1, For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven.  
 
The first focus was on “A Time for God.” We spend our time with God when 
we study His Word, worship, and serve Him. This is God pleasing! 
  
Second, we focused on “A Time for Me.” So many things are important to 
our well-being as we make our way in this world, but most importantly we 
need to remember to take time for prayer and work, as well as rest, recrea-
tion, and personal growth. Did you know that the definition of recreation is 
“the refreshment of strength and spirits after work”? What a neat way to 
view recreation. This, too, is God pleasing! 
  
Thirdly, we focused on “A Time for Others.” So much of our faith and love 

for the Lord is reflected in the time we give to others. Whether it is given to 
family, friends, or outsiders, we shine like beacons in a dark world when we 
do. This, too, is God pleasing!  
 
Time is such a gift from God and it is in this study that I hope we realized 
“that our time should be used to its fullest in glory to God.” (A Time For … 
objective) 
 
Unfortunately, the ladies on the Eastern side of the state had to cancel their 
retreat at Makoshika State Park. Too few participants registered to make it a 
go. Please keep Vice President of Servant Resources Linda Reilly and me, as 
well as the entire Board of Directors, in your prayers as we try to come up 
with a plan that will allow all the ladies of the LWML Montana District to enjoy this special time                  
together each Fall. God’s blessings to you all. 

Christian Life 

by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Christian Life 

2020 LWML Montana District Convention 
April 24-26, 2020 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Billings 
 

Theme: “Victory Through Christ” 
 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory                                                
through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57). 

 

Keynote and Banquet Speaker: Author Donna Pyle 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee  
 

by Pam Kercher,                                                                                
Nominating Committee Chairman   

Pick Me, Pick Me! 
 
In the near future the nominating committee will be making 
calls to find candidates for the following offices on the 
LWML Montana District Board of Directors:  President, Vice President of  
Christian Life, Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Junior Pastoral Counselor,  
and Nominating Committee Chairman.  
 

The election will take place in April of 2020 at our District Convention. If you 
have ever had a desire to fulfill one of these offices and have never been asked, 
please give me a call so we can visit. If you have any questions about what the 
duties of each position are, there is a job description in your Montana Manual 
or you can most certainly call me. Please consider how you can use your time 
and talents “Serving the Lord with Gladness.” Thank you. 

Human Care 
 

by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care  

For everything there is a season! We have left a most beautiful summer behind, fall 
is upon us with its colorful landscapes and sunsets, cooler  temperatures and less 
sunshine. 
 

The sunflowers are looming high over the garden fence in my garden, with faces as 
large as a car’s steering wheel, petals falling to the ground as seeds reach maturity. 
They are evidence of God’s presence in the garden.  
 

My father had a sign in his garden which read, “One is nearer to God in the garden 
than anywhere else on earth.” And for you gardeners out there, the nearness of 

God ascends on us each time we are working in our gardens. 
What a gift God has given us to bask in, making the harvest 
season a joy to anticipate! All of our labors bring blessings for 
our families, as well as blessing those with whom we share. At 
our church,  we have an LWML “Blessing Basket” filled with 
handmade/hand grown items available for others to take home 
to enjoy. So fun to share! 
 

And, sharing, that’s what we do throughout the year as we gather items to fill             
Lutheran World Relief kits. This year we would like to focus on School Kits, as   
education is one of the strongest tools a community has for breaking the cycle of 
poverty. God bless you as you serve the Lord with gladness in this area. 
 

P.S.  Correction from  the Sum m er Missive: LW R                
current labels are dated 2018, not 2015 as was stated. Using 
the 2018 labels will be beneficial to all. Thanks! 

 

Luke 6:38: “… give, and it will be given to you.                      
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running                               

over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure                 
you use it will be measured back to you.”  



 
 
 
 
 

Young Women 
 

by Emy Stueve, Young Woman Chairman 

10 Things I Wish My Group President Knew 
 

Written By Young Women 
 

10) Encourage me to make time for God. 
In this day and age, I am often going from sun up to son or daughter down.  In the craziness of my life I 
need reminders to stop and make time for God. 

9) If I’m willing to hold an office, have someone help guide me and answer my questions  
      (and yes there might be many questions!). 

I know it is exciting when a young woman commits to being an officer, but that doesn’t mean I have all of 
the answers! I want to do a good job, but of course I am going to have questions. Make sure you have  
someone to check in on me as a new officer periodically, and make sure I don’t have any questions (yes even 
the silly questions that I should know!) 

8)  Not all of us were raised by Lutheran women. 
There are many young women who are new to the Lutheran faith and have SO 
many questions. Not just questions about the LWML, but Lutheran beliefs in 
general. It can be very intimidating to ask a question and have people look at 
you like, “Why don’t you know this?” 

7)  Please value my opinions. 
Please listen to me. I may have new ideas and even though it has not been done this way before give it a 
chance. It might work this time. 

6)  Please be patient with me. 
Yes, I know that it can be very frustrating that I haven’t been to the past two monthly meetings. Yes, I know 
that you have reminded me numerous times to turn in a report that was due last week. Yes, I know that I 

didn’t sign up to help with Vacation Bible School this year. But please be patient with 
me. I promise that I will get better. 
5)  My season of life may be in a different place than yours. 
There are many LWML ladies that are in totally different seasons of their life, each 
of which has its own concerns. At this time in my life, I am juggling so many                    
different things (work, children, my relationship with my significant other, my             
social life, etc.). But I can still serve. 
4)  Don’t assume I know what you are talking about. 
LWML has a language of its own! I mean I didn’t realize the DP had to approve the 

ZP’s selection for the YWR by the time of the fall EC meeting…SAY WHAT?!? I don’t know all of the lingo, so 
just know that sometimes you might have to translate for me! 

3)  I need your prayers. 
This sounds silly, but please keep me in your prayers and I will keep you as well! 

2)  I might say no, but it doesn’t mean I don’t want to help or come to events. 
When I tell you “no” it doesn’t mean that I don’t want to ever hold an office or help out with the potluck                
dinner. All that means is that I cannot help out at that SPECIFIC time! There will come a time when I will 
say “yes,” just give me time! Please know that when you ask me to go to certain events and I say “no,” it  
isn’t because I don’t want to go. I just honestly do not have the time or maybe the money to attend.                     
However, I eventually would love to be able to attend, so keep asking! 

1)  Don’t assume I can do everything! 
It is very exciting when a Young Woman joins your LWML group, but please refrain from signing me up 
for everything, it can be VERY overwhelming! 

 

Above all, let us remember our love for God is what binds us                                                                 
together as Lutheran Women in Mission. 

Watch for exciting opportunities for young women at our LWML Montana 
District Convention April 24-26, 2020, in Billings. Activities designed 

              especially for young women and teens will be offered. 
 

Encourage that special woman 
in your group by offering to pay her registration, help care of her 
children, and be her mentor. Meanwhile, read the article below for 
some tips on working with our younger sisters in Christ. 



 

 

 
 

                    Wind, Rain, Rocks, and a Grand Retreat 
 
In the comfort of Trinity Camp we renewed our friendships with our sisters; many 
of whom we hadn’t seen in a while. Linda and Sonja did a terrific job of planning 
and supervising our “stay-cation.” But we also had work to do. 

Singing, eating, Bible study, crafts, walking the prayer path, and contemplating our 
continued outreach and service to others. Most of us slept very well having                        
experienced a multitude of blessings during the day. 
 
The Flathead Lake was busy churning up many treasures that washed ashore. We           
collected nice, smooth, colored stones to bring home, as well as interesting driftwood. 
I got to thinking what a journey a rock would have to take in the process of being 
smoothed by the waves; same with the transformation of driftwood. Many people            
regard Christianity as being the same process. Nothing wants to be hurled in the             
water or be pushed and bothered by other means. The process takes time and                   
patience with lots of prayer! Let us keep using kindness, patience, comfort, care, and 
prayer to reach others. 

Because of the blessing of God and the faithful 
giving of the women in Montana, we were able 
to give $2,000 to the Deaconess Ministries in 
the Mission Field grant. Deaconesses receive 
vital theological and practical training to               
assist, advise, facilitate, and coordinate              
training with LCMS churches around the 
world and with Lutheran women in Kenya, 
Liberia, and many other places. Our mission 
gift will help cover travel, food, and lodging 
expenses, as well as resources needed and 
shared in the mission field. 

 Gospel Outreach  

 

by Kathy Scott, Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

 

 

The LWML Montana District Zone Restructure Task Force 
would like to thank each of you that filled out and returned 
your surveys. We received 164!  
 

The Task Force members include: Past District Presidents Pam 
Kercher (chairman), Nenette Loftsgaarden, and Christine  
Wallace; Corresponding Secretary Janice Witt; Past District 
Pastoral Counselor Rev. Larry Miller; and District President 
Shari Miller (advisory). 
 

Janice Witt has worked diligently to tally all responses. In the near future we will meet and review the  
survey results and make a recommendation to the Board of Directors. Your input really mattered as we 
move forward. 

TASK FORCE Update 



 

 

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA                       

District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to                              

Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404. 

Financial News 
 

by Barb Kohs, Financial Secretary 

Quarterly and Missive Subscriptions 
 

Group Annual Report and Delegate Fees 
 

Due to the Financial Secretary                                    
by November 1, 2019 

 
It is important that every society fill out a new Society Annual Report 
each year. It can be found on the LWML Montana District website and 
a copy of the report was also included with a letter that was mailed to 
Group Treasurers in September. The report form that you use should 
have “Montana Manual 2018” listed in the bottom left corner. Include 
it with the voucher and payment for the subscriptions and delegate 
fees. Thank you to the many groups that have already submitted their             
Annual Report and fees, and a friendly reminder to the groups that 
have not sent theirs in yet.   
 
The Quarterly and Missive subscription rates and the Delegate fees are 
all the same as last year.  

 Delegate Fund:  $7 per  m em ber. Pays expenses for  
Montana Zone delegates attending LWML Conventions. 

 Quarterlies:  $5 ea ch for  societies or der ing  10 or  
more copies or $6.50 each for less than 10 copies.  

 Missive:   There are three (3) options for obtaining the 
Missive: 

 
1. By Mail for $3 per subscription. 
2. Free by email from the Missive Editor. The names and 
       email addresses must be printed legibly on the Society 
       Annual Report form. You may want to designate one  
       person to receive the email who will print and copy it  
       for all members, email it to all your members, or list  
       multiple names and emails.  
3. Free on the www.mtdistrictlwml.org website and can 
       be printed for all members.   

 
A big thanks to groups for sending mites and fees in a timely manner. All groups are encouraged to      
diligently continue to gather mites so we can fully fund all mission grants and scholarships by the end of 
the biennium in March 2020. 
 
 

Contact me by email or phone if you need Mite Boxes, voucher pads,                                      
 or my address labels. 
 

Barb Kohs, Financial Secretary at  
kohsz23@gmail.com or 406.581-9188 



As the Divide Zone delegate to the 2019 LWML                          
Convention, I had a wonderful experience. I wore my red 
First Timer ribbon and wandered wide-eyed through the 
many convention events. The photo layout in the Summer  

Montana Missive gave a comprehensive review of our time in Mobile, Alabama. One activity not                   
pictured was the delegates’ task of voting at the business meetings. It was a privilege to deliver my zone 
members’ choices for the new  biennium’s Mission Grants. I thank the LWML Montana District for                             
sponsoring my trip and encourage others to volunteer to be delegates at future conventions. 
 
I arrived a couple days early to attend the Heart to Heart Sisters Training for 
District Leaders. When I left Montana, I was still wondering about Heart to 
Heart Sisters (H2H Sisters) and how I would fit in or find a use for my training.  
 
I was one of “Fourteen women, representing the countries of India, Italy,          
Colombia, Liberia, Jordan, Jamaica, Germany, and the USA [who] were 
trained to begin or continue Heart to Heart Sisters efforts in their districts. 
Thirteen LWML districts were involved including Missouri, Texas,                       
Chesapeake, Minnesota South, Michigan, North Wisconsin, Rocky Mountain, 
Montana, South Dakota, New Jersey, Kansas, Gulf States, and Atlantic” 
(LWML.org eNews #267, August 7, 2019). The training was led by the four 
women on the 2017-2019 H2H Sisters Committee. 
 

Very briefly, H2H Sisters is “an intentional effort to ensure multicultural 
women participate in the life and work of the LWML” (LWML.org eNews 
#267, August 7, 2019). It is similar to 
the Young Woman Representative 
(YWR) program except the focus is  
multicultural women. The goal is to   
activate women who are already in The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod into 
the fellowship, service, and ministry of 
LWML. The goal is worthy, and one we 
should all take on, not just for young or 
ethnically diverse women, but for any 

women in our churches who are not involved with LWML. When 
planning the next women’s event for your church, zone, or district, 
consider how to encourage non-LWML women to participate and 
share the joy we know as sisters in Christ. 
 

Bridget Michel 

FIRST TIMER 

Montana Heart to Heart Leader Bridget 

Did you notice the LWML Montana District Convention logo? This    
design was gifted to our District by David Goodson, a graphic designer 
from Helena, Montana and owner of Goodson Designs. David is a                
fellow Lutheran and attends First Lutheran Church in Helena.  
 
We thank him for sharing his talent with us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,                                                                
as God in Christ forgave you (Ephesians 4:32). 

 

Being graceful doesn’t come naturally to me. I’m the one who prefers shoes without heels, because             
honestly, I don’t trust myself not to twist an ankle while wearing them. Dancing, and particularly line-
dancing, doesn’t come easily for me either. Although I can usually pick up the rhythm, the quick steps 
required to stay with the group make me feel clumsy and inept. Needless to say, the art of being a ballet 
dancer was never on my radar.  

 

Being a grace-full woman doesn’t come naturally to me, 
either. I am reminded in Romans 3:23 that … all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. I am sinful and 
thus an enemy of God. I deserve only God’s wrath and 
condemnation. I am separated from Him by an                                 
insurmountable wall of my sin, built daily – brick by 
brick, sin by sin.  
 

… But God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). What Good 
News! God saw my wretched state and sent His Son Jesus 
to be born, live a perfect life, suffer and die as a result of 
my sins, and then rise to glorious new life, conquering 

sin, death, and the devil. I can wear Christ’s robe of righteousness because of God’s grace – His                           
undeserved love – for me by faith in Jesus. That faith, too, is a result of grace through the Spirit, since it 
is not natural for me. I am literally full of God’s grace in Jesus and altogether forgiven and lovely in His 
sight.  
 

The Spirit working in me enables me to share this grace with others in my life. 
I’m filled with an overflowing grace that simply spills over into the                         
relationships I have with those around me. What does that grace look like? As 
the words of Ephesians remind us, it is kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving. It 
is a “new natural” in Christ Jesus. This grace loves, serves, and has                            
compassion for others. This Spirit-filled grace looks for ways to bring the 
Good News of salvation through Jesus to a world that desperately needs to 
hear it as it stumbles around in sin and darkness. Do you know someone who 
is groping in the darkness of sin who needs to hear today about God’s grace in Jesus?  
 

Being a graceful person doesn’t come naturally for me. Perhaps not for you, either. But praise be to God 
that He has made me His grace-full woman through the merits of my Savior. I don’t deserve it and in 
fact, sometimes I still stumble and fall, but His nail-scarred hands, through His gift of faith, are there to 
lift me up, forgive me, and set me on the right path. I can look forward with hope to an eternity in               
heaven with Him. What more can I do than to thank, praise, and serve Him – grace-fully!  
 

Closing Prayer: Dear  Gracious Father , thank You for  Your  gifts of salvation and faith in 
our Savior Jesus. Thank You for giving us Your undeserved love. Help us to share Your love through 
kindness, compassion, and forgiveness. Make us Spirit-filled and bold witnesses to the Good News of 
salvation in Jesus to a world that desperately needs to hear. Make us Your grace-full people as we look 
forward in hope to eternal life with You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

A Blessing from  2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, To this end we always pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his 
power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 A Grace-Full Woman (Devotion)  
Written by Shari Miller, East Helena, Montana  

Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2019  
Excerpt from 2019-2021 reSOURCEs for Planning Programs, September 2019 
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Mark your calendars! 
April 24-26, 2020 

 

The LWML Montana District            
Convention will be held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church and 
School in Billings. The theme is 

“Victory Through Christ” based on 1 Cor. 
15:57. Our keynote and banquet speaker will 
be author Donna Pyle. The time is NOW to 
make plans and join fellow  
Lutheran Women in Mission 
from across the state as we 
come together for Bible 
study, encouragement, and 
fellowship. Watch for more 
news in future issues! 
 

~ Brook ~  


