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Retreat into Fall!
This crazy world has offered some challenges to normally scheduled events, so we put our hearts and
heads together to still offer the Fall Retreats to YOU — the LWML Montana District women. The
Board of Directors met in September to further plan this biennium, and while there, recorded the
Bible studies and devotions you would have normally participated in at the retreat. Once the editing
is complete, you will be able to sink into a fall retreat within your comfort zone. We hope you enjoy
the study of God’s Word and will partake of a fun hide and seek activity. Keep looking at the district
webpage for all the fun!

Retreat Activity
Enjoy with abandon like the
preschooler that lives within!

•
•
•

Collect fun shaped smooth rocks.
Decorate with acrylic paint and a
favorite Bible verse or saying.
Hide around your neighborhood so
that others will be intrigued and find
joy.

Quarantine Blessings
LWML Montana District members have made the most of this pandemic by
making masks, praying unceasingly, and sharing God’s love in many ways.

Pictured L to R — Isabella, Darcy, Amanda, and
Emily Fitch. They are the wife and daughters of
Rev. Russell Fitch (Messiah, Missoula and Trinity,
Superior). Darcy ( LWML member at Messiah),
the girls, and Darcy’s mom, Linda , have been
sewing masks for the Flathead Valley Mask Makers
to go to clinics in the Flathead Valley. Their goal is
5,000 masks!

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Dan Keinath, Junior Counselor

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
13But

we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep,
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with
the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).
It is a common practice in our church body (The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod) to read the above passage of Scripture during a funeral service. This
verse is normally not read in the church, but at the cemetery, as the family
and friends of the individual who died gather around the casket before it is
laid in the grave. These words are read to bring comfort and hope in the
resurrection and promised return of Jesus. We need those words of promise
today!
We have seen the covid-19 pandemic affect and change almost every aspect of life. Closings. Wearing
masks in public. Social distancing. Limiting groups of people and capacity in buildings. Affecting
employment. Affecting health. Claiming lives. The list could go on. I don’t think this page is big enough
for me to list all the things that this pandemic has changed and affected! But what I am hearing that
weighs and wears on most of us, is this kind of question: “How is this going to end?”
Some have predicted that all of the covid-19 uncertainty will not end until after
Election Day on November 3. Some have predicted that the world will be
dealing with this virus and its affects for years to come. Still there are some who
have made other predictions. As Christians, we know how this is going to end.
Just look at 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17! It will end with the return of Jesus. It will
end with a resurrection! This is more than a wonderful thought or comment, it’s
a promise. It’s a guarantee. It’s the certainty that no matter if we live or die,
those who have faith in Jesus, God’s Word says, will always be with the Lord.
In mid-September I enjoyed gathering together with the LWML Board of Directors of the Montana
District for my first time as Junior Pastoral Counselor. The BOD discussed LWML business, and made
plans for future events. But what I appreciated most about that meeting,
wasn’t the “business” and “work” of the LWML – though those are good
things – it was the connections, the relationships, the personal care
sisters in Christ shared with each other. These sisters in Christ
encouraged one another with words of Scripture.
Isn’t that what Paul says in verse 18 above? Therefore encourage one
another with these words. We need to continue to encourage each other
with God’s Word of hope. Yes, it is difficult to do this because of covid restrictions, but it’s those same
restrictions that remind us of the importance of encouraging one another with the promise of Jesus. So I
would encourage you to read these words of Scripture again, and be renewed in the hope of Jesus. I
would also encourage you to reach out to someone you know – a church friend, a neighbor, someone
you haven’t seen in a while – with a card, a phone call, an email, a text message, or a personal visit.
Encourage them with words of Scripture. Let them know of the hope we have in the resurrection and
promised return of Jesus.
In Christ, Pastor Keinath

President’s Notes
by Pam Kercher, District President

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CHANGE, CHANGE, CHANGE
To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under the heaven
(Ecclesiastes 3:1).
As one season changes to another, we all make changes in our lives. Here in
Montana we definitely have to change the types of clothes we wear, allow
time to travel to and from work as the snow flies, and sometimes even
change the types of foods we eat. But in our lives there is one thing that
never changes and that is Our Lord and His love for us. No matter what is
going on around us, we know that He is the constant in our life.
The year 2020 has been a whirlwind in almost all of our lives and this has
affected many of our LWML events, including the postponing of our District
Convention, cancellation of our District Retreats, and cancellation of many
of our fall rallies. God was watching over us as we did hold the convention
under the theme “Victory Through Christ” and enjoyed the fellowship and
were in the Word with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Even if you were
not able to be with us in person, we know you were with us in Spirit.
Another change was that even if you were not able to enjoy the
District Convention in person, it is posted from start to finish on
the Montana District website. Another change is that during our
September Board of Directors meeting, we met under the theme
“What If?” This was to be the theme for the Fall Retreats. The Bible
studies, devotions, and activities were recorded and will be placed on
the website for all of you to enjoy and use.
I am so excited to announce that at this time we are going forward with the LWML 2021 Convention to
be held in Lexington, Kentucky. We will meet under the theme “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus,”
June 24-27. Make your plans now to attend.
Another change that is affecting many is that there are some of our sisters and
brothers who are physically alone at this time. However, we all need to
remember that we are never truly alone as He is with us always. Reach out
to these people with a card, a call, or drop off a small token that will remind
them that you are thinking of them and that they are in His loving arms.
I look forward to serving as your District President for the next four years as we all are
Serving Together for One Purpose!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We look forward to
donning our best derby
hats as we gather in
Lexington next summer!
We hope that you will be
able to join us in a
sea of purple finery!
Pictured L to R: Edee Anderson, LWML
Meeting Manager Arlene Naasz, and Barb Kohs.

Be Happy, Don’t Worry
Devotion
Opening Hymn: Sing or say verses 1–2 of “Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725).
[Jesus said,] “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Matthew 6:34a).
Are you worried? When you listen to today’s news, you may hear about another shooting at a school, workplace, or public venue. In
such tragedies, some may have died, many may be injured and many lives may be changed forever. Do you worry that the next
public event you attend will become a massacre by some individual who decides to shoot into the crowd? What
will you do? Who will you turn to?
Wildfires rage in many western states. When the Santa Rosa, California area was devastated by one of the biggest and deadliest
fires in California history, its local news shared the devastating stories of individuals who were left homeless. The fire did not
discriminate as individuals in all socioeconomic levels were impacted. Santa Rosa once prided itself in controlling the homeless
population within its city borders. This fire changed that status. Due to the demand, hotels only reserved rooms for one night at a
time. Whole families stayed in one room with strangers who opened their homes to help. Many people were left with nothing. Lives
were changed forever. Do you think those impacted were worried? Or perhaps you personally are worried about the economy, crime,
violence, your health or the health of your loved ones?
What does Jesus, our Lord and Savior say about worry? (Hand out sheets with Matthew 6:25–34.) Let’s read out loud together
His reassuring promise:
²⁵“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? ²⁶Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? ²⁷And which of you by
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? ²⁸And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, ²⁹yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. ³⁰But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? ³¹Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ ³²For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. ³³But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to
you. ³⁴Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
•
•
•
•

What does Jesus say about worry? (See verse 25.) Jesus says, “Do not worry.” According to Jesus, does worrying have any
benefits? (See verse 27.) No. Jesus says that worry adds no extra time to our life.
What else happens to us when we worry? When we worry, our focus strays away from Jesus and from depending upon
His power to help us.

What does Jesus say concerning clothing? (See verses 28–30.) Jesus says that if God “clothes” plants, how much more
will He clothe you. Reread verses 31–32. Why do we not have to worry about what we shall eat or drink or what we shall
wear? God knows what we need and will provide for us.
Instead of worrying, what does God want us to do? (See verse 33.) God wants us to first seek Him and His righteousness
that is found through faith in Christ Jesus alone.

Do you have any worries to turn over to the Lord? Take time to silently pray about these now. How can you help individuals in
similar situations to those mentioned at the beginning of this devotion as they face difficult circumstances? How might you share
Jesus’ words about worry with them?
Closing Hymn: Sing or say verses 3–4 of “Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725).
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we come before You this day humbly asking You to care for our every need. Let our trust be in You
and our eyes on the cross. Thank You for all we have, for we know it is You who makes all we have possible. Help us to find value in
You, instead of in what we will wear, eat, or drink. Continue to show us how to serve those who have encountered
devastating events in their life. Help us to share the comfort found in Your Word with them as we assist them with physical and emotional needs. In Jesus’ name we pray as He has taught us ... (conclude with The Lord’s Prayer).
Be Happy, Don’t Worry
Written by Tina Landskroener, Quincy, Illinois
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2019

Young Women
by Emy Stueve, Young Woman Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Calling All Young Women!
Are you a young woman who:
Loves serving the Lord with gladness
Wants to empower other young women to grow in their faith
Wants to be active in the LWML and encourage others to do
the same
Will be between the ages of 22-35 on June 30, 2021
Likes to have fun
Would enjoy an all-expense paid trip to Lexington, Kentucky
If this describes you, then you may be interested in being our next
Young Woman Representative at the LWML Convention!
When:
Where:
Why:
How:

June 24-27, 2021
Lexington, Kentucky!
Don’t miss the amazing chance to learn and grow in your faith and help spread
God’s Word with everyone, everywhere!
Contact Emy Stueve for an application and to chat about all the amazing
opportunities and activities or visit our website at www.mtdistrictlwml.org.
Emy Stueve: 406-459-1486, emy.stueve@gmail.com.
HURRY! Deadline for applications is October 31, 2020.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ideas for Increasing Awareness of LWML for Young Women
College Students – Send care packages filled with snack foods for study breaks. Provide Bible bookmarks, devotionals and
words of prayer. These can be assembled as a servant project at a group meeting.
Brides – Send a congratulations card with a wrapped Mustard Seed Devotion or Together is Better - Marriage Devotions and
Activities devotion booklet as a small gift.
New Mommies – Send an honorarium card to her with the donation in the child’s name. An invitation to an LWML activity or
meeting should be included with a note that her child is welcome to accompany her. Perhaps your group offers child care.
Another gift suggestion is the booklet Dear Mother - Devotions for New Mothers.
Career Women – Send a letter of encouragement letting her know that many of us have
families and careers, and still find time and pleasure in serving the Lord in the LWML. Include
a Mustard Seed Devotion in it.
New Member – Welcome her in the congregation with a hand delivered invitation to participate
in the LWML. Include LWML information (showing mission projects, explaining mites, etc.), a
Mite Box, and a personal message.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Invites you to the

39th Biennial Convention
Thursday, June 24 – Sunday, June 27, 2021
Rupp Arena • Lexington, Kentucky

Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:1–2).

Convention Goal
Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord.

Convention Objectives
Convention attendees will:
Focus on Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament.
Joyfully celebrate our salvation with song and prayer.
Serve our neighbors through witness and mission.

Convention Logo Explanation
The convention logo incorporates the shape of the last letter of the Greek alphabet, Omega, and
makes reference to the passage from Scripture, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end” (Revelation 22:13). The symbol is shaped like a horseshoe, which is
appropriate, as horses are a large part of the Kentucky culture.
Ancient Greeks awarded horseshoe-shaped laurel wreaths to victors of competitions. In our logo, the
laurel wreath symbolizes our victory in Christ.
The banner was a method of announcing an official proclamation. Our banner
proclaims that we are “Running the Race ... Looking to Jesus.”

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA
District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404.

Structure Committee
by Myrt White, Structure Committee Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As with many things, the current pandemic interrupted LWML Montana District
plans, meetings, and the District Convention. The Montana District was one of
many districts that did not address “emergencies” in their bylaws. The LWML Structure Committee
was very helpful with how we should address emergencies in our bylaws. At the meeting in September,
the following addition and changes were approved by our Board of Directors. These changes will be
voted upon at the District Convention in 2022.
Proposed Article XV—Emergency Action
“In the event of any great emergency such as war, epidemic, disaster, or other prevailing conditions
making the holding of a convention inadvisable, the Executive Committee shall have the authority to
determine whether the convention shall or shall not be held; a two-thirds vote of the Executive
Committee shall decide, and the vote may be taken by mail or electronic messaging. In the event the
convention is not held, the Executive Committee shall have the authority to plan procedures for
conducting the routine convention business.”
Proposed Article Number Change: Article XVI—Amendment of
Bylaws
Proposed addition to Article VIII-Executive Committee:
3. “The committee shall transact necessary business between Board of Directors
meetings and in the event of an emergency.”

The most enduring symbol of the Lutheran Reformation is the seal that
Luther himself designed to represent his theology. By the early 1520s,
this seal began to appear on the title page of Luther’s works. Here is
how Luther himself explained its meaning:
“First, there is a black cross in a heart that remains its natural color.
This is to remind me that it is faith in the Crucified One that saves us.
Anyone who believes from the heart will be justified (Romans 10:10). It
is a black cross, which mortifies and causes pain, but it leaves the heart
its natural color. It doesn’t destroy nature, that is to say, it does not kill
us but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by faith in the Crucified One
(Romans 1:17).
“The heart should stand in the middle of a
white rose. This is to show that faith gives joy,
comfort, and peace—it puts the believer into a white, joyous rose. Faith does
not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). This is why the rose
must be white, not red. White is the color of the spirits and angels
(cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). This rose should stand in a sky-blue field,
symbolizing that a joyful spirit and faith is a beginning of heavenly, future
joy, which begins now, but is grasped in hope, not yet fully revealed. Around
the field of blue is a golden ring to symbolize that blessedness in heaven lasts
forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and better than any
possessions, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal.”
(From: Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus Spengler, July 8, 1530 [WA Br 5:445]; tr. P. T. McCain.)

Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Autumn Greetings!
I hope you have enjoyed your summer and now enjoy the cooler and colorful fall weather! Our new
“normal” due to the pandemic has certainly changed our lives and given us new challenges. It is very
comforting to know our God has not changed and remains steadfast in His love and care for us.
The “Retreat Package” that was prepared for you will soon be posted on the Montana District website.
The Bible study and devotions were recorded at the Board of Directors meeting. They are awesome!
Rev. Blake Marshall, Senior Counselor, led the Bible study, “What If?” based on Matthew 6:19-34. Rev.
Dan Keinath, our new Junior Counselor, led two devotions: the first based on Matthew 6:25-34 and the
second based on Proverbs 3:5-6.
You will be able to view them at www.mtdistrictlwml.org. I hope you will use them as a
mini-retreat, as a meeting topic, or with your Bible study group. The theme is so appropriate
for our lives today.
GOOD NEWS!! We have confirmed the 2021 Fall Retreats to be held
September 17-19, 2021. The BOD has decided to hold two Retreats: East at Mountain Top
Resort, Bozeman, and West at Trinity Camp, Flathead Lake. Be sure to mark your calendars
now!
This is the day the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24)

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,
if we do not give up (Galatians 6:9).
As the work of God goes forward through the LWML societies/groups across the state of
Montana, we pause a moment to reflect on God’s blessings in our midst. His provision
amongst us as we gather items for kits for spring’s May 8 Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Drive throughout the year
keeps our minds focused, our hands busy, and our prayers ascending the throne of grace on behalf of those less
fortunate, with hopes of lifting lives from the stranglehold of poverty.
We are so grateful that the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon, was not as originally reported. What we
know as of a September 24 article, (go to LWR.org) is that the LWR containers, filled with
humanitarian aid (quilts and kits) have been found intact and are ready to be distributed to victims
of the blast and refugees. Most likely by now that distribution is happening. And, our prayers
continue for that region of the world.
As we continue throughout the year with our local outreaches, supporting grants through mite giving, planning for
upcoming meetings and events, plus the excitement of attending the LWML Convention in Lexington, Kentucky,
next summer, let us be ever mindful of the lost and suffering in our midst. We have been given the charge; given
every needed provision in God. He is Jehovah-Jireh, our Provider.
Many thanks to each and everyone of you for your participation in LWR efforts near and far. You’ve heard the
saying, “pennies make dollars”? It’s no different with collecting for LWR kits. The one item that you are able to
contribute, may just be the item needed to complete a kit. So, let’s press on together, serving the Lord with
gladness.
FYI: 2021 LWR Drive is scheduled for May 8, 2021, using the same pick-up locations.

Nominating Committee
by Shari Miller, Nominating Committee Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
My neighbor is an addict. She even admits it. She’s addicted to gardening. If you were to drive up
her driveway, it would confirm her confession. Maybe some of you share that addiction to planting
and growing. Her love of flowers continues throughout the year and even in the fall and winter
seasons.
Have you ever thought about the growth of a blooming flower?
A gardener purchases a good, quality seed. She plants that valuable seed in a specific place. She
gives it good soil, plenty of water, and fertilizer. Then she stands back and watches it grow and
eventually bloom.
Think of yourself as seed, a potential LWML leader seed. God has made you a quality seed. He’s given you
spiritual gifts, a certain personality, and certain physical qualities that He has taken into account as He fashions you
as a leader. It is well worth your time to investigate those spiritual gifts through study of God’s Word. It may also help
to have a spiritual mentor who can bring his or her own observations about you to your attention. Identify areas
where you can be of service at your local, zone, district, and national level.
With great anticipation God now plants you in fertile soil. You can think of the soil
as His Word and Sacraments in which you diligently partake in your growth
process. By His grace you are growing in your relationship with Christ. Water and
fertilizer for the growing LWML leader come from many sources. Learn about the
organization that you are serving; get to know the rich and inspiring 78-year history
of our organization.
Tap into the wealth of knowledge and experience that previous and current LWML leaders have. This is a great way to
grow and also to establish rewarding relationships with other LWML women. Ask questions. Find out what has
worked in the past and what hasn’t.
More ideas, information and useful facts can reach the flowering leader through the LWML
website and its linked resources, like the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly publication. Get to know
the LWML Catalog and the resources available through it.
One last aspect of the cultivation of the leader is very important and that is to recognize and
affirm the spiritual gifts of others. This will allow you to find out whom to ask to help you
accomplish tasks and help you see who you can delegate things to so that you do not try to do it
all. God does not expect you to grow into several different varieties of leader from the seed that
He has planted. Having leadership abilities does not mean that you should do it all yourself.
We could say that God is addicted to gardening. God has planted you—His specially
made and dearly purchased seed—and has given you rich soil, fertilizer, and water to help
you grow. Now He stands back to see that beautiful flower you will become.
As Nominating Committee Chairman for the LWML Montana District, I encourage and urge
each of you to look for ways now and in the future that you can serve your Lord through the
LWML. I look forward to many beautiful and flowering leaders coming forward for leadership positions in the
months to come. Watch for details in future issues of the Missive.

Adapted from Developing Leaders –
November 2008 (LWML website)

Gospel Outreach
by Marjorie O’Rourke,
Vice President of Gospel Outreach

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Congratulations, ladies (and gentlemen)! Through your generous mite
offerings, we are able to pay two of our grants for the 2020-2022 biennium
in full:
• Manitoba Mission Sending the Gospel North $2,000
•

Nutrition Center Transformation at Dakota Boys and Girls
Ranch $2,100
Below see one of the several thank you notes I have received on your
behalf. This thank you note is from the Food Co-op at the Concordia Fort
Wayne Seminary.
Please feel free to email me at grants.lwmlmt@gmail.com with any
questions you may have about the grants. By God’s grace, we will be able
to fully fund all of our 2020-2022 mission grants.
Serve the L<=> with gladness! Come into his presence with singing!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Treasurer’s Notes
by Carol Holste, Treasurer

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What a joy it was to be face-to-face at our Montana District Convention in
Billings in July. A time spent in the Word with guest speaker Donna Snow, via
video; hearing about how our grants have spread the Word throughout Montana
and the world, and with our sisters of the LWML and even seeing smiles and
hearing laughter behind masks. We all traveled home to many parts of Montana
and remained healthy.
Delegates voted to accept a budget of $56,000 for the 2020-2022 biennium. Praise be to God! I am
pleased to report that two of the nine grants voted on have been paid in full: $2,000 to the “Manitoba
Mission Sending the Gospel North in Cross Lake, Manitoba, Canada,” and $2,100 to the “Dakota Boys
and Girls Ranch” to transform the Nutrition Center. God is good!
Many of us struggle with our unsettled times and yet God continues to show us
that He is in control. God promises to give us that peace of mind with His gift of
Jesus and the comfort in knowing that the troubles we face can be endured by
accepting His peace, comfort, love, and life!
"I am leaving you with a gift - peace of mind and heart.
And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give.
So don't be troubled or afraid" (John 14:27 NLT).

Christian Life
by Brook Gerard, Vice President of Christian Life

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What an interesting time we are living in! There are so many
questions swirling around us that it’s easy to get lost in the
scramble. As you look around you, it’s easy to get discouraged. In
the middle of this mess, I encourage you to … pray. I recently went to a Bible study
about prayer that hit home with me.
“But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to
your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they
think that they will be heard for their many words” (Matthew 6:6-7 ESV).
When we pray we need to be honest, open, and raw, but also thankful. It’s not only
what comes out of your mouth but what’s on your heart. We all get it wrong from
time to time; it’s a part of being sinful human beings. Don’t treat prayer as a last
resort! If you are confused, hurting, or disillusioned, go to Him in prayer. He already
has or will give you the tools to handle the problems that arise. And don’t be afraid to
ask for both the large and small things. If it’s a “no” or “no-not right now,” don’t stop
asking. He will always answer.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Now is the time to begin making
plans to join LWML women from
across the nation at the 2021 LWML
Convention in Lexington, Kentucky.
The dates are June
24-27, 2021. Mark the dates on
your calendar! (See page 6 of
this issue for more information.)
~ Brook ~
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