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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Invites you to the 

 

40th Biennial Convention 
 

Thursday, June 22–Sunday, June 25, 2023 
Wisconsin Center — Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!                                                             
The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man 

 (Psalm 33:12–13). 
 

Please prayerfully consider attending this convention. Hear mission speakers, enjoy 
fellowship with sisters in Christ, and engage in the activities designed to “Celebrate 
the Lord of the Nations.” Please save the date on your calendars, tablets, or phones! 

 

The LWML Montana District Western Zone is responsible for our LWML 
Banner carried at the LWML Convention in Milwaukee, June 22–25, 2023. 
LWML is encouraging Districts to bring along a “vintage” banner used at a 
previous national  LWML Convention. In the past in Montana, this banner 
becomes the property of the LWML group/zone that made it.  
 
Check your banner closets and group archives. If you have such a banner or a                 
picture of a banner used, please contact Western Zone President Sonja 
Reeves (contact info on back) with the LWML Convention date when it was 
used.  

Thank you! 

LWML “Vintage” Banner Needed! 



 

Counselor’s Corner 

by Rev. Dan Keinath, Senior Counselor 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

I am writing this article 35 miles from the eye of 
Hurricane Ian. Why? Because of my brother. He 
received and accepted a call to serve as pastor at a 
congregation in South Carolina. Prior to this, he called me asking if I 
could help move his family from western Iowa to Myrtle Beach. 
When plans were arranged, Hurricane Ian was not on the radar.              
Obviously, that changed. 

 

What also changed was our plans. Instead of arriving on Friday when the hurricane hit South 
Carolina, we debated about waiting until the storm made landfall and passed through the area 
before we traveled. As we thought about this, it became glaringly apparent that we knew             
nothing about hurricanes and how to respond to them.  
 

What about you? What do you know about hurricanes and traveling in the direction of one? 
Would you do it? I’ll go out on a limb and make the assumption that most of us don’t have much 
knowledge or experience responding to hurricanes. But a snowstorm? No problem. Six to eight 
inches of snow, inconvenient, but Montanans can handle that! 
 

Not surprisingly, the chairman of the congregation my  brother had 
been speaking with, responded to Hurricane Ian like Montanans             
respond to snowstorms. On his advice, we didn’t wait a day for the 
storm to pass, but rather we came a day earlier before the storm hit. 
He said, “You get here now, it will be easy driving in the truck. You 
wait, you’ll have all the wind.” But what about the storm when we get 
there? He said it wasn’t strong enough to worry about where we would 
be — 35 miles from the eye. Although many people were affected by Hurricane Ian, we                        
thankfully arrived with no issues and comfortably waited out the hurricane. His knowledge and 
experience with hurricanes made all the difference. 

 
Friends in Christ, we may not know much about hurricanes, but we know                   
Jesus. We may not know much about the new health diagnosis of our 
neighbor, but we know Jesus. We may not know much about the specifics 
of the grief an acquaintance is going through, but we know Jesus. We may 
not have  experience or understanding with the suffering, hurt, or pain 
people in our lives are going through, but we know Jesus. We know Jesus 
came to bring healing, life, and salvation (see John 10:10). We know Jesus 
came to bring peace to people’s lives (John 14:27). We know Jesus, and 
when we learn of someone’s situation that is painful, we can share our 
knowledge and experience with Jesus to bring comfort and peace to people. 

 
My brother and his family’s move to South Carolina during a hurricane was smooth, only                 
because someone shared what they knew about hurricanes. How much more can the knowledge 
and experience you have with Jesus, change the life of someone who is hurting? All it takes is 
for you to intentionally make a phone call, or stop them in the grocery store, or have a                                  
conversation over coffee, where you have an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus. It 
can make all the difference in how they respond to struggles in this life, with the hope and peace 
that only Jesus gives.  



 

President’s Notes                  
by Pam Kercher, District President 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Women in the Pew, That’s You: Part 2 
 

For where two or three are gathered in my name,  
there am I among them (Matthew 18:20). 

 

I wanted to share about two wonderful Saturdays that I recently experienced. I was privileged to attend the rallies 
in the SouthEastern Zone, the Divide Zone, and the Western Zone. It was wonderful to meet new sisters in Christ 
and see many friends from around our district. I was able to give greetings and tell the women in attendance about 
what is happening around our district and on a national level — events that all of you can be part of in 2023. 

 

It was with great joy that I was able to recognize that Living Waters Lutheran 
Church in Dillon has formed the newest society in the LWML Montana District. 
We welcome each of these women and cannot wait to watch and help them 
grow in God’s Word and service to our Lord. 
 

At these rallies, there were three women from the pews who did wonderful     
informative and inspiring presentations. Two of them shared their experiences 
about mission trips with us. Whitney Marsh and her husband Kyle, went on a 

medical mission trip to Africa, and Sonja Reeves continues to lead teams to Mexico. The Yellowstone Valley            
Lutherans For Life president, Angie Ebel, gave a wonderful presentation about what Lutherans for Life does to 
promote the sanctity of life from womb to tomb. The support that 
these women receive comes from you, the women in the pew, 
through prayers and gifts.   
 

At two of these gatherings, new officers were elected for the               
upcoming four years. We welcome Sheryl Scheafer (SouthEastern Zone) and Sonja Reeves (Western Zone) as the 

two newly elected Zone Presidents. I know that you,  the women in the pew, will be there 
to pray for them and support them in their new roles.  
 

We heard the Word through Bible studies and devotions led by the pastors from the                 
various churches and from our Zone Counselors. It is always a blessing to learn from 
these wonderful servants. 
 

I look forward to visiting the Central and Flathead Zones in the spring, when the District                     
attendees to Assembly of Leaders and I will share what we learned. 
 

I am blessed to have the honor of serving with each of you women in the pews. I could not attempt to fulfill the  
duties of being your president without your prayers and support. I thank God each day for all of you. 
 

President Pam 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13). 



 

There is a crispness to the air and wonderful colors are 
abounding here in Montana. I pray that this new                  
season finds you in good health and surrounding you 
in love. Fall is probably my favorite season of all. For those of us that 
raise cattle, it’s a season to see our hard work pay off; for those with kids 
or grandkids in sports, it’s a season to watch them; and finally, it’s time 
to light the wood stoves. As I was contemplating the various things I 
love about fall, I realized the weather variety also rises to the top. There 

can be frost on the windows early in the morning and then the blue skies and sun break through 
to just the right temperature. This brought to mind a Bible study I earmarked from my Portals 
of Prayer and I wanted to share with you a new viewpoint on “fog.” 
 

On an early morning drive to church, a blanket of dense fog enveloped us, obscuring 

the view all around. It immediately caught our attention. The fog was mesmerizingly 

beautiful. It seemed to isolate us from the chaotic world outside our vehicle. It was 

also disconcerting; it looked like we were the only ones around, and we couldn’t see 

the way forward very well. If our car went off the road, no one would see to help us.  
 

Satan talks to us in the same way. First, he presents enticing options without letting 

us see where his path will lead. Second, he isolates our thoughts, convincing us there 

is no on in this world who would understand and be able to help in our need. 
 

Jesus, not of this world, came into our world. He knows the temptations in front of us. 

Jesus confounded Satan in the wilderness, and He won the battle by His victory on 

the cross. Our future is obscured, but we can be assured that we will reach our $inal 

destination. Although our path may not be clear to us, our guide, Jesus, knows the 

way and is with every step. He is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).  
[Excerpt from Portals	of	Prayer, Vol 85, No 455, April-June 2022, © 2022 Concordia Publishing House, 

3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118.] 
  

If you find yourself in a fog, I pray that you will look to the Son as the  
Light of His Word shines through the fog.  

Christian Life 

By Brook Gerard, Vice President of Christian Life 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I give a shout out of THANKS to the ladies who attended 

and helped with the Mountain Top Retreat in Bozeman, 

September 16-18, 2022. I found myself at training for 

work in Arkansas and unable to attend. President Pam 

Kercher and Young Woman Chairman Whitney Marsh                    

stepped in to host and put together a fun, faith-filled 

weekend in my absence. 

~ Brook ~  



 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Nominating Committee  

by Rosanne Larson,  Nominating Committee Chairman   

GET YOUR LWML MONTANA DISTRICT T-SHIRT! 

I have worked with the BOD, and we have designed a T-shirt that pays  
homage to all members of the LWML in Montana. The image on the back of 
the T-shirt is the Montana state outline with a star annotating every society in 
Montana. T-shirts are a 50/50 blend which makes them soft and fit to size. 
You can order these by society or individually.  
 
Sizes Available — YS  YM  YL  AS  AM  AL  AXL  2XL  3XL  4XL  
                                ($2 extra for 2-4XL) 
 

Color — Light Gray 
 
T-Shirt Cut — Short Sleeve  $20  or   Long Sleeve  $24 
 
Can be personalized with name on sleeve for $5 extra. 
 

Please reach out to me to arrange ordering and payment.  
We have to order in groups of 25 to enjoy a price cut. 

 
~ Brook ~ 

Serving the Lord with Gladness! 
 

During our LWML Montana District Convention in April 2022, 
we were blessed to elect LWML servants to several new district 
positions. At our convention in 2024, we will be electing more 
new servant leaders. It is never too early to start our search for 
possible candidates to serve the LWML Montana District.  
 
Being members of  the LWML Montana District is a blessing in 
so many ways. We have opportunities to serve in ways that fit 
our abilities and vocations in local societies, zones, districts, 
and on the national LWML.   
 
In the next two years I will, with your help, be seeking names of 

possible new servant leaders to be elected to offices on the LWML Montana District Board of 
Directors. I ask you to keep this need for willing workers in prayer. The offices that will be 
open are: President, Vice President of Christian Life, Vice President of Gospel Outreach, 
Nominating Committee Chairman, and Junior Pastoral Counselor.  
 
I am always available to answer questions and offer information. God be with you all as                    
together we serve our Lord with gladness!  
 

Rosanne Larson, rosanneinmt@yahoo.com, (406) 239-5573 



 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Young Women 

by Whitney Marsh,  Young Woman Chairman 

Are you 22 to 35 or know of someone who is that attends your church?  Do 
you wish to have long-lasting friendships with other women that share the 
same faith as you? What if I told you there is a way to travel to the LWML 
Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, free of charge to you?  What if this trip 
would nurture and grow those faith-filled friendships you wish to have?   
 

I was one of those young women who longed for so much 
more connection through faith-based friendships. When I  
was asked to apply as a Young Woman Representative 
(YWR) from Montana in 2019, I had no idea of the amazing 
journey that lay ahead of me. I feel I am still on that beautiful 
journey today.   

 

If you are interested in finding these faith-filled friendships that are bonded             
together through Christ, please consider heading to Milwaukee, June 22-25, 
2023. The District would love to help make this possible for you. Please reach 
out to me by email if you are interested in becoming a YWR for Montana, or if 

you have any questions regarding the process. I would love to meet you and help you begin your 
journey as a life-long YWR. Please contact me! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Servant Resources 

by Billye Roseleip, Vice President of Servant Resources 

The Retreat at Trinity Lutheran Camp was a weekend filled with Bible study,                                                  
worship, fellowship, singing, beautiful weather, a campfire, baby blankets, 
and excellent food with wonderful LWML sisters as we considered the theme 
of the retreat, “Let’s Grab Our Shoes and Go.” 

 
Pastor Larry Miller led us in Bible study 
and worship on Friday and Saturday.             
Shari Miller was song leader on Friday and 
Saturday. Deaconess Sonja Reeves led us 
in Bible study on Sunday and Tristin Reinke led us in song that day. Suzanne Rasmussen 
brought supplies to blanket-stitch the edges of 40 fleece blankets for the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit at the Kalispell hospital. That gave us busy hands and time with one another to get to know 
each other, share joys, and share struggles. Sonja Reeves provided all the materials for a fun, 
useful, and easy craft. And then there was the “Uber Driver.” Linda Reilly drove the golf cart, 
making sure everyone could get to their cabin, the chapel, and the dining hall. What a joy to 
work with such willing servant leaders! 
 
If you haven’t been to a retreat, you will have another chance next year. Each person that attends 
helps to make the Bible studies and fellowship of a retreat what it is. It is a time to share the joy 
we have because of Jesus with our wonderful sisters in LWML. Put the dates on your calendar 
and join us next year on September 15-17, 2023.    



 

GRAB YOUR SHOES and GO!  
 

Ladies from all over the district gathered in Bozeman at Mountain Top Retreat (L) and at 
Camp Trinity in Bigfork (R) on September 16–18, 2022, to enjoy fellowship, good food, 
crafts, and learning about the journey of being a Christian. President Pam Kercher took 

the  reins of the Bozeman retreat while Billye Roseleip led the ladies at Bigfork. 



 

Society Annual Report, Delegate Fees, and  
Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly and Missive Subscriptions  
 due to the Financial Secretary by November 25, 2022. 

 

It is the time of year for all societies to fill out a new Society Annual Report and 
include it with delegate fees and Quarterly and Missive subscription fees. A             
report form was included with a letter that was mailed to all societies in                       
September 2022 or the form is on the LWML Montana District website. Include it 
with the voucher and payment for the subscription and delegate fees. Thank you 
to the many societies that have already submitted their Annual Report and fees 
and a friendly reminder to the societies that have not sent theirs in yet.   
 
The Quarterly and Missive subscription rates and the Delegate fees are all the same as last year.                    
      

•      Delegate Fund: $7 per member. Pays expenses for LWML Convention delegates and YWRs.  

•      Quarterlies: $6 each for societies ordering 10 or more copies or $7.50 each for 10 copies or less.      

•      Missive: There are three (3) options for obtaining the Missive: 
1. By mail for $3 per subscription. 
2. Free by email from the Missive Editor. The names and email addresses must be printed                

legibly on the Society Annual Report form. You may want to designate one person to receive the 
email who will print and copy it for all members or list multiple names and their email addresses.  

3. Free on the www.mtdistrictlwml.org website.   
 
It will be assumed that a society is going to access the Missive on the website if payment is not received for                
subscriptions or if there is no listing of names and email addresses on the Society Annual Report. Societies are 
encouraged to make sure that all members receive copies if obtaining them by email or off the website. 
 
Contact me by email or phone if you have questions or need Mite Boxes, voucher pads, or my address labels. 
 

In His joyful service, 

Financial Secretary Sherrie Murray 

Financial Secretary  

by Sherrie Murray, Financial Secretary   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 

Gospel Outreach 

by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Gospel Outreach                                                                                

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.                
Praise be to God, we have been able to fully pay 
three of our grants already! The first two paid 
went to the Grace Lutheran Learning Center 
Kitchen Remodel, Hamilton, Montana ($2,000) 
and Daily Walk with the Lord: Spanish Devotion, 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation ($2,500). The 
third paid went to Live Stream Montana, Wolf 
Point, Montana ($5,000). So far, these are the 
only grant request forms we have received. See 
below for the gracious replies we have received 
from two of the recipients! The Lord be with you 
all as you continue to serve the Lord with                    
gladness.  



 

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA                       

District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to                              

Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Human Care 

by Edee Anderson, Vice President of Human Care  

A big thank you to Susan Sweatman for serving four years in 
this position and a really big thank you for finishing off with 
the 2022 Lutheran World Relief (LWR) drive in May 2022. 

After just being elected, I would have been lost. Her reports show we had a very 
good collection. The grand totals for both trucks included: Baby Care Kits 1,705; 
Blankets 27; Fabric Kits 101; Quilts 9,438; Personal Care Kits; 2,365; and School 
Kits 3,369. This totaled to 3,102 boxes weighing 39,503 pounds. This was a very 
successful drive. 
 

With the coming of fall, perhaps your group is once again getting busy making 
quilts  and planning what other kits you will gather items to assemble. Remember 
to check the websites of both LWR and Orphan Grain Train (OGT) to make sure 
what items are required in each kit; sometimes requirements change. If you are not 
tracking your LWR boxes with a barcoded number for your group, you may want to 
get one. It is interesting to follow your donations with their website and find out 
just where your donations were shipped. Also OGT has added a kit prepared for 
teachers who also need supplies besides the students. If your group has members of 
Thrivent, you can boost your purchase ability with a Thrivent member doing an  
Action Team project. 
 

The final delivery of quilts and socks was made to the Florence Crittenton Home in Helena. Thanks to 
everyone for your generous gifts. The mountain of socks in Helena was a wonder to behold. I now carry a 
few socks in my car, when I see someone asking for something on the street corner, I will hand them a 
new pair of socks.  
 
There may be other ways you reach out into your community with help. Remember to share those projects 
with the Missive Editor; others may be inspired by your project to start one of their own. I share a line I 
read in a recent Portals of Prayer, “Our belief in Jesus, our love for our Savior, and our response to God’s 
love for us all lead us to do good things for other people.” Let’s get busy doing good things for many                
people everywhere. Let our Savior’s love be our motivation.  

 

Puzzle Answer 



 

From the Zones  

The LWML Montana District Central Zone Fall Rally was held at Zion Lutheran in 
Power on Saturday, September 24, 2022. An interesting Bible study on 
“thankfulness” and the story of the 10 Lepers was led by Pastor Kerns. Our speaker               
Carley Tuss, with homeless services (Angel Center, St Vincent DePaul) gave insight 
about street people and the obstacles they endure. We sent her back to Great Falls 
with a pickup truck full of donations! 

Central Zone 

SouthEastern Zone  
 

And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him;                                     
male and female He created them (Genesis 2:27).  

 
Using this Bible verse as our theme, the LWML Montana District SouthEastern Zone 2022 
Fall Rally was held on September 24 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Park City. Thirty-three               
ladies attended the rally enjoying fellowship, Bible study based on the above verse, and a very 
informative presentation about Lutherans for Life by Angie Ebel.  
 
The following officers were elected to four-year terms: 
• Sheryl Scheafer, Trinity Lutheran, Billings, President 
• ClaraMae Bird, Trinity Lutheran, Billings, Vice-President 
• Carin Larsen, Concordia Lutheran, Forsyth, Secretary-Treasurer 
 
It has been an honor to have served as Zone President these last four years and I extend my 
thanks to all who served as zone officers.  
 

Myrt White 
Former SouthEastern Zone President 



 

LWML Montana District Directory 

 

 

 

 

If there is anything you 

would like to see in the      

Missive, pictures of the 

work you do, events               

you partake in, or even                  

celebrating the history of 

your society, just send it to me in an email!     

~ Brook ~  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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