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District Retreat News and Highlights
Mornings are crisper and trees are changing their colors which means it is sweater weather and a time for harvest,
moving the cattle home, and snuggling under a favorite quilt. Lutheran Women in Mission of the LWML Montana
District gathered under the theme of God’s Quilt of Comfort: Wrapping up in the Psalms, on the weekend of
September 17-19, 2021, in two different locations. We spent time catching up with each other, studying God’s
Word in the Psalms and creating memories. Carol Von Soosten from the LWML Gifts of Love program joined us
via Zoom on Saturday afternoon to talk about legacy gift planning, as we all journey closer to gaining our crowns
of glory. There are extra informational folders available for anyone interested, just let one of the BOD members
know you need one.
The Western Retreat
gathered on the
shores of Flathead
Lake at Camp
Trinity. Here are
some pictures of the
crafts and fellowship.

The Eastern Retreat gathered at Mountain Top Retreat near Bozeman.
Below are some pictures of the fun.

Three quilts that will be
completed and given away
at the LWML Montana
District Convention,
April 29—May 1, 2022
in Helena.

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Blake Marshall, Senior Counselor

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

One Body with Many Members
12 For

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye,
where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense
of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.
19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one
body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the
body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater
modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor
to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for
one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together
(1 Corinthians12:12-26 ESV).
To mentor the Body of Christ, an individual cannot say to any person in the church that they are less important than any other
person. As a baptized child of God, you are a part, not the whole, of the body of the church; sorry to tell you that — repent. The
church functions as one, an assembly of baptized children of God working together for the common mission, the Great
Commission:
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20 ESV)
The Body of Christ makes disciples through Baptism and teaching, so the church mentors according to the
Great Commission. Baptism and teaching, teaching and Baptism. We, the church (the baptized children of
God), baptize and continue to teach the truths of the Word of God to those who are baptized. The church
teaches the unbaptized for Baptism and continues to teach the Word of God to them. The church teaches the
Word of God from font to grave. That’s how the Body of Christ mentors.
The Apostle Paul explains why the Body of Christ continues to teach the Word of God and its doctrine to children of God and
why you, as a member of it, mentor:
11And he [Jesus] gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes (Ephesians 4:11-14 ESV).
As a child of God, as a Christian, and as a member of the Body of Christ, you have a part in teaching
and equipping the saints of God for eternal life. You have something to contribute to the whole of the
body. “If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of
the body” (1 Corinthians 12:15). In the Body of Christ, there is no age restriction on contributing to the teaching of the saints.
— Continued Bottom Page 6 —

President’s Notes
by Pam Kercher, District President

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you;
and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith
(Hebrews 13:7 NASB 1995).

Mentors Past and Present
As I was reading the Book of Ruth and pondering what I was going to write for this edition, I began to
think of those that mentor others. Was Naomi a mentor to Ruth, or was it the opposite, or were they
mentors to each other in different ways? It is not always the older person who is the mentor in a
relationship. When stopping to think about the future of our organization, it is vital for us to mentor the
young women in our congregations, groups, and in our district. It is also very important for each of us to
have a mentor to help us grow in service to our Lord.
Being a mentor means taking an influential and important role in
another person’s life. It sounds like something reserved for experts or
people with decades of wisdom, but that’s not always the case. To
mentor someone is to advise, lead, or train that person. If you have a
relationship with Christ, are living in community, and are growing in
your faith, you can come alongside others and point them to Jesus.
Do you feel ready to begin helping someone else grow in their Christian
faith or spiritual journey? Taking that role in another person’s life is so important to that person but also
so important to you as you can grow in faith together.
Our district convention is right around the corner and I would encourage each of you to invite a woman
(young or aged) to attend. There are plans for activities for women of all ages, and some special ones for
young women and a chance for them to see what LWML is all about. Perhaps you have some extra funds
in your treasury that you could offer to help with expenses. I am looking forward to seeing friends past
and present, and look forward to meeting new ones.
On a closing note, please take time to take someone under your wing. He will cover you with his feathers,
and under his wings you will find refuge: his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart
(Psalm 91:4 NIV).
Blessed to serve with each of you,

President Pam

LWML Montana District
40th Bienniel Convention
April 29—May 1, 2022
First Lutheran Church
Helena, Montana

Gospel Outreach
by Marjorie O’Rourke, Vice President of Gospel Outreach

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hello! I am happy to introduce Deaconess Sonja Reeves as the
new Vice President of Gospel Outreach. I took a new job outside
the LWML Montana District and have stepped down from my
district office effective August 1, 2021. Please email Sonja all your questions about
the grant process at grants.lwmlmt@gmail.com or the addresses below.
The deadline for grant applications is coming fast! The postmark deadline is
Saturday, November 6, 2021. To date, no applications have been received.
Please mail the grant applications to:
Deaconess Sonja Reeves
Vice President of Gospel Outreach
5751 Fox Trail
Florence, MT 59833
deaconesssonja@gmail.com

GET YOUR LWML MONTANA DISTRICT T-SHIRT HERE!
I have worked with the BOD, and we have designed a T-shirt that pays homage to all members of the
LWML in Montana. The image on the back of the T-shirt is the Montana state outline with a star
annotating every society in Montana. T-shirts are a 50/50 blend
which makes them soft and fit to size. You can order these by
society or individually.
Sizes Available — YS YM YL AS AM AL AXL 2XL 3XL 4XL
($2 extra for 2-4XL)
Color — Light Gray
T-Shirt Cut — Short Sleeve $20 or Long Sleeve $24
Can be personalized with name on sleeve for $5 extra.
Please reach out to me to arrange ordering and payment.
We have to order in groups of 25 to enjoy a price cut.
~ Brook ~

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA
District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404.

Christian Life
By Brook Gerard, Vice President of Christian Life

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Everyday our lives are shaped by the choices we make, but how many of those
choices are filtered by our feelings instead of fed by our faith?
Charlotte Gambill
This simple question made me take a deeper look at some of my choices and how they indeed drive
my day. This closer look made me realize that I am a happier person when I choose to start my day in
the Word and let that filter the events.
For instance:
 I listen to K-LOVE in my car on my daily drives, because I find that it makes my day brighter.
 I start my day in the word with Portals of Prayer or Mustard Seeds.
 I attend church in person when possible and, if not, then via Facebook Live or YouTube.
On days when I am feeling down, I read God’s Word, send up a prayer, or listen to
an uplifting song. I find that by doing these activities, with a deep breath, things
look better.
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11 ESV).

Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Crispy Fall Greetings!
I hope each of you are enjoying our cooler days and God’s beautiful hand in our colorful seasonal
changes! I also hope you were able to enjoy the relaxing and refreshing weekend at one of our LWML
Fall Retreats.
Some highlights included: studying God’s Word, faith-journaling, and fellowship
— not to forget the beauty of experiencing all of God’s creation in our mountains.
A big “thank you” to all who helped in so many ways at both retreats!
If you were unable to join us this year, please mark your calendars for next year
on September 16-18, 2022. Definite locations will be announced later. If you were
unable to attend a retreat, but would like to use the Bible study, you can go to the
lwml.org website, “The Word” tab, “Program Resources,” and you will see God’s
Quilt of Comfort: Wrapping up in the Psalms. It is a great study!
Enjoy your fall Zone Events. God’s blessings to all.

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God (Hebrews 13:16 ESV).
Please let me share some of what the Lord has called us to do in our LWML group in Thompson Falls.
Globally, we financially support on a monthly basis the Roegner’s with Apple of His Eye
Ministries in Tel Aviv, Israel; and gather and assemble Lutheran World Relief (LWR) kits for the
LWR Drive.
On the national level, we biannually take Orphan Grain Train collections, and annually financially
support Pablo ministries.
On the district level, we participate with collecting mites for the LWML Montana District mite goal.
Locally, we help meet the needs of Sanders County Coalition for Families financially and by
gathering items to help meet current needs for their domestic violence shelter. (Today I was
privileged to deliver a generous supply of socks and deodorant to the shelter to the
joyful exclamation of “Oh, thank you, we so needed these items. You can only imagine
how comforting and uplifting a pair of new socks can be!”) We prayerfully support
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church and our pastor. Recently we purchased folding
chairs for our two new meeting rooms. Within our church, we have a “Blessing Basket”
to provide “homemade" items for sharing with the congregation
(we have many seniors who don’t bake anymore and our goal is to
bless them). We have a Mite Box nearby should anyone want to
participate with us. One of the items that is regularly supplied by
the dozens, by one of our dear members, is crocheted dish rags.
During the canning season, canned items are in abundance, along with farm
fresh eggs and garden produce. Baked goods are a popular item.
All of the above are a small part of what it means to be involved in Human Care.
So, as we all stretch our resources to serve the Lord with gladness, I pray we will
become more creative and sensitive to the needs of the world around us.

— Counselor’s Corner continued —
The Christian contributes to the Body of Christ, teaching and mentoring the truth of God
through love and compassion, as Paul instructs: 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we
are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love (Ephesians 4:1516 ESV). Speak the truth of God’s Word and the doctrine of the church in love, and the
body of the church will grow in love for one another.
I will close with Paul’s promise to both the church at Ephesus and to you, the Body of Christ in Montana:
1I [Paul] therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs
to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift (Ephesians 4:1-6 ESV).
Share, teach, and mentor according to the measure of Christ’s gift,
given to you as a baptized child of God, at every age and walk of life.
Rev. Marshall

Nominating Committee
by Shari Miller, Nominating Committee Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
LWML Montana District
Shari Miller, Nominating Committee Chairman
3827 Chokecherry, East Helena, MT 59635
(406) 227-5207
shari.lwml@gmail.com

September 2021
Greetings in the strong Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! I approach you today as your LWML
Montana District Nominating Committee Chairman to remind you that elections will be held at our next
district convention on April 29-May 1, 2022, at First Lutheran Church, Helena. The officers elected will be:
•
•
•

Vice President of Human Care
Vice President of Servant Resources
Treasurer

•
•
•

Secretary
Nominating Committee Chairman
Junior Pastoral Counselor (names only)

If you are a member of the LWML in our district, you are eligible and have the privilege to
nominate individuals to run for an office. Of course, you should always check with that
nominee before submitting her name, and if she should agree to run for office, she will
need to fill out a form that I will send to her. You might choose to submit your own name
for consideration. I will be in contact with all names submitted to me and my committee
members (zone vice presidents).
All offices are four year terms, except Nominating Committee Chairman, which
is a two year term. The Junior Pastoral Counselor serves two years as Junior
Counselor and then two years as Senior Counselor. Nominees for Pastoral
Counselor are decided by the LCMS Montana District President from a list of
submitted names from LWML societies, so please let me know if you have any
suggestions.
Please prayerfully consider someone that you might know who would make a
good officer and would agree to run for office. Contact me, your zone president,
or your zone vice president if you have suggestions. My information is above or
on the back of the Missive. I would like your suggestions as soon as possible.
The deadline for nomination submissions:

January 1, 2022
God’s continued blessings as you Serve the Lord with Gladness!

Thank you!
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If there is anything you
would like to see in the
Missive, pictures of the
work you do, events
you partake in, or even
celebrating the history of
your society, just send it to me in an email!
~ Brook ~
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