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Saturday, May 4, 2019
Trinity, Billings and First, Missoula

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Follow the Leader
What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things,
and the God of peace will be with you (Philippians 4:9).

Join us!
The LWML has, does, and will continue to “Follow the Leader”—our Savior Jesus.
Join us as LWML presenters bring training resources to women and church workers in Montana.
We want to equip current and future leaders to continue to share Jesus
within their communities and throughout the world.
♦

Eastern Region meets at Trinity Lutheran Church, 537 Grand Avenue, in
Billings; register numbers attending to rowdymyrt@hotmail.com
♦ Western Region meets at First Lutheran Church, 2808 South Avenue
West, in Missoula; register numbers attending to deaconesssonja@gmail.com
♦

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

♦

Lunch and materials provided

♦

Bring your Bible for Bible study

♦

Sponsored by the LWML Montana District

♦

Gatherings will replace all Spring Zone Rallies

Servant Leadership
Just before the Last Supper (John 13), Jesus took off His outer robe, poured water into a
basin and began washing His disciples’ feet. One disciple, however, protested having the
Lord wash his feet. Jesus told the reluctant man that unless he allowed Jesus to wash his
feet, he really had no share with Christ. The disciple then relented. He said Jesus could
wash not only his feet but his hands and head, as well. Choose the name of this disciple
from the list below. See John 13:1-9.
A. Peter
B. John

C. Andrew
D. Judas

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Kyle Whaley, Pastoral Counselor
Read: Genesis 32:22-30, Luke 18:1-8
There is no doubt that everyone here can attest to the struggles in their lives.
We all have them. Some people struggle more than others while to some people it just seems like their struggles are more difficult.
Whether we understand our neighbor’s struggles or not, we can certainly relate to the energy taken from oneself and the heartache labors of this life inflict on a person. These exertions are not only physical or psychological, but also spiritual.
Think of your own struggles with God. Think of how you wrestle with your own faith. They may be small
scuffles but many, or they may be large battles but few. Either way, no one living in this world can escape
this struggle.
Jesus tells us a parable of the Persistent Widow. The widow keeps harassing
the judge to give her justice. We don’t know what her story is about. We are
only told about the judge’s qualities; he neither cares for God or people. In the
end, our Lord says, And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones,
who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he
will see that they get justice, and quickly (Luke 18:7-8a).
This is the main point of the parable. Not the continuous annoying pleas of the
widow, but the faith in God as our judge who will give us prompt and righteous
judgment. Our God is a just God of all things and not of this world alone. We
are to come to our Father in heaven with all of our daily needs, this is true, and
we are to be in consistent conversation with our Lord and maker through prayer. We are to uphold Him as the one true God and to put our reliance, hope,
and faith in Him. Yet in the same vein, we are not to think that pestering prayer for worldly things, that
do not serve us or Him, is the proper goal of our asking.
It is like the child who berates the mother for attention. You know what I’m talking about. The child
pulls on the skirt of his mother and says continuously, “Mom, mom, mom, mom, mother, mother, mama, mom, mother…” And when the mother asks, “What is it?” the child replies, “Umm, I forgot.” The
parent can then see that what was seemingly very important to the child was not important enough to be
remembered. Yet if that same child came to his mother crying and hurt, even words would not be necessary for the mother to bend down and raise the child up into her arms to give the child everything he
needs.
In the first instance, the attention was not prompt or even necessary, yet in the second
instance, the response is immediate and loving to fulfill all the needs of the child.
God knows our every weakness and fear. God knows our every desire and need. He
knows that we are sinful to the point of being lost forever, and He knows how we are to
be saved. Like the parent who cares for their child, God gave us what we need.
Christ’s saving work of taking our sins to the cross, to be crucified to death, to be buried
and to three days later, rise again in order to cleanse us from all sin and to free us from
death was not a single, momentary act in time. This salvation is an ongoing
blessing that daily restores us to righteousness and to the family of God.
When two people wrestle, it requires effort from both of them. When you
feel that you are struggling with your faith and wrestling with God, remember that God is there in your struggle, too.

District President
Shari Miller

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23-24a).

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear; now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration! (LSB 790, v. 1)
The hymn, “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” is based in part on 1 Chronicles 16:23-26, the theme verse for the
LWML Convention in Mobile, June 20-23. Who and for what do we praise? Let’s ponder anew about all that we have
to praise God for in the following P.R.A.I.S.E. acrostic.

Praise the Lord! Psalm 150:6 reminds us: Let everything that has breath praise the L#$%! Praise the L#$%! He is
the awesome Creator who makes heaven and earth. We cannot but praise God our Father who makes us, sustains
and cares for us each by name.

Remember God’s grace and mercy! Earlier in 1 Chronicles 16, David says, Remember the wondrous works that he
has done … (v. 12a). Our loving Lord is our Savior, Who lived a perfect life, died, and rose again for us – we are His
through Baptism. Tell of His salvation! Declare His glory!

Almighty is our God! He gives us His Spirit that calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies us through His Word and
Sacraments. Our Triune God is greater than any human parameters – all glory and thanks be to Him! 1 Chronicles
16:28-29: Ascribe to the L#$%, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the L#$% glory and strength! Ascribe to the Lord
the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him!

Invest in our Lord’s mission! As Spirit-filled people of God, we want to invest in boldly
proclaiming Christ in our homes, in our nation, and throughout the world. We invest
ourselves as we give faithfully of our time, treasure, and talents. Bless the L#$%, O my
soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! (Psalm 103:1) We have reached
the middle of our biennium and still have many grant projects to support. Pray for the
work of these grants!

Serve the Lord with gladness! We look for ways to serve God and to serve one another. We use the abilities He gives
us to recognize the needs of those around us and to simply serve. We are blessed to proclaim with Joshua, “… But as
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15b). Our attitude as we serve is one of joy, and we can,
Sing to him, sing praises to him … (1 Chronicles 16:9a).

E

ncourage each other! Remind one another of what God has done for them and support your sister and brother in
Christ in their walk of faith. Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing (1
Thessalonians 5:11).
Challenge: Come up with your own P.R.A.I.S.E. acrostic and share it with a friend!

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in us adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him! (LSB 790, v. 5)

Christian Life
by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Christian Life
A handful of women have their names on the list to attend the mission trip
to the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch in Minot, North Dakota, and we have room for
more!
If you have been on the fence about being a part
of this mission trip, I promise you that it will be a
wonderful week of as hard or as light of work
that suits you, as well as meaningful fellowship with not only your
fellow LWML Montana District sisters, but the children at the
Ranch, too. What a wonderful opportunity that we have! The trip will
be from June 3-6, not including travel days. The great news is that
there is no cost to those going, except for your travel there! If you
could let me know by April 30, that you would like to go, I will
finalize details and keep you posted on travel logistics. You can always contact me if you would like more
information (406-542-8838).
Let us serve the Lord gladly, together in mission, as we serve the kids of the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch!

Sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations
(1 Chronicles 16:23-24a).

June 20–23, 2019
Mobile, Alabama
Led by God’s power, we praise and proclaim the Lord
among all the nations.

•
•
•
•

Sing and rejoice in celebration of His Word.
Tell of His salvation for all.
Declare His glory among the nations.
Go forth in His joy!

Experience southern hospitality the LWML way!

COME CELEBRATE MOBILE!
Ya’ll Come!
• 5 Rivers Delta Center
• Bellingrath Gardens & Home
• Mobile Museum of Art
• Fort of Colonial Mobile
• Mobile Botanical Gardens

• USS Alabama Battleship
• Dauphin Island Park & Beach
• History Museum of Mobile
• Mobile Segways
• Condé-Charlotte Museum House

BEGIN MAKING PLANS NOW!
Visit www.lwml.org for more information.

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA
District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404.

Gospel Outreach
by Kathy Scott,
Vice President of Gospel Outreach
Have you written your Legacy Statement?
As the first-born of my mother's five children, I have the privilege of being the
trustee of her final “orders.” She has always been a prolific writer with beautiful
handwriting and good taste. Her Legacy Statement begins: “I value my
Christian faith and my family above all else. I value the guidance my church has
given me throughout my life, and I pray that my children may find the same
comforting peace and getting involved with a community of believers.” Our
family has been privileged to have grown up in faith; way back when my
grandfather was in one of the first Seminary graduating classes. Consider your
own Statement of Legacy as an outreach of the precious Gospel; as do our many
contributions, contacts, referrals, activities that reflect Christ in our lives.
Thank you for your faith ful giving! W e have fulfilled th e $3,000
mission grant for Emmaus Lutheran Mission in Livingston! The new location of
the mission has been remodeled and worship services are being held every
Sunday. Funds given will assist with one month’s rent, purchase of church
paraments, and other worship supplies, as well as office needs and equipment.

Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources

Spring Blessings!
As I look out my window today, it is officially spring, however, my backyard is
still blanketed with several inches of snow and that seems like a bit of a
contradiction! Spring has always meant so much to me … new life … lambs,
calves, flowers, birds, and green grass!
As a Christian, spring’s new life means even more! Lent prepares us for the Easter
celebration and the new life we have received through the resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. We are given God’s gift of starting a “new life” every day.
As we continue to “Serve the Lord with Gladness” in LWML, we also can start anew
every day in serving Him. On May 4, everyone is invited to come in fellowship to
“Follow the Leader” — our Savior Jesus, based on Philippians 4:9 and John 10:1-11.
You will find yourself renewed and refreshed with God’s Word and interesting
presentations. You will receive resources for “Reaching Generations and Cultures,”
“Today’s Technology,” and one of my favorites, “Change is Good, You
Go First,” and more. You will leave equipped with a new “toolbox”
filled with resources and information to reach out into your church and
community to share the Good News of Jesus and the new life we have
in Him. There are two locations, so you can choose the one that is best
for you. Let’s all begin “Serving the Lord with Gladness” as we “Follow
the Leader” in the new life God has given us! I look forward to seeing
you there!

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ (Colossians 3:23-24).

Melting snow, singing birds, flowers poking their noses out for a sniff of spring air,
keep us singing the praises of the Lord of creation. And, as we are well into the Lenten
season, we once again consider our sinfulness and our Savior’s sinlessness and
sacrifice to save us.
“What wondrous love is this, oh, my soul, oh, my soul.” I hope you are nearing
completion of your many LWR projects. The time is fast approaching for our annual
LWR Drive collection.
The truck is scheduled to roll down the road to be in Missoula by 8 a.m. on May 11.
And, for those of you who plan to attend the “Follow the Leader” regional gathering in
Missoula, you are welcome to bring your boxes, complete with the most current labels
and paperwork. Deaconess Sonja Reeves okayed that they have storage room to hold
them over until the next Saturday. Other pick up sites include:
2 p.m. Belgrade, Peace Lutheran, 203 Jackrabbit Lane
10 p.m. Billings, Mount Olive Lutheran, 2336 St. John’s Avenue
3 m p.m. Glendive, Our Savior Lutheran, 322 N. River Avenue
Please use the most current labels and paper work available on the District website.
We love having lots of help in each location to load the trucks. Come join in the fun!

2017–2019 LWML MISSION GOAL MET!
All thanks and praise to our Triune God from whom all blessings
flow for meeting the $2,075,000 mission goal in order to fund all
22 mission grants which will help spread the Gospel message of
peace, love, and forgiveness through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Through your faithful and prayerful giving of mite offerings,
whether it be pennies, five dollar bills, or large checks, you have
contributed to furthering our Lord’s kingdom. To read more
about the 22 mission grants, visit www.lwml.org/
mission-grants.

Check out the LWML Montana District website at
www.mtdistrictlwml.org.

Young Women
by Emy Stueve, Young Woman Chairman

What can I do to help get more Young Women involved with LWML?
Build a relationship with a younger woman in church. Start off with a normal conversation.
Tell her about the LWML and your involvement in it. The more excited you are to tell her about it,
the more excited she will be to attend an event.
If she has children, help her arrange child care, welcome her child/
children, or plan family-friendly activities! (I have NUMEROUS
adoptive aunts and grandmas through the LWML.)
If she starts to participate, do not overwhelm her. Gradually allow her
to get comfortable. She will know when she is ready for a leadership
position.
If she suggests new ideas, be open to them! Not all new ideas are bad
ideas!
Review your meeting time to determine if it is young woman friendly. Be open to have your
activities at a time that accommodates most women. Also consider working with young women to
start a new group that works best for them.
….biggest one of all…If she tells you “no” at first, keep asking!

Ideas for Increasing Awareness of LWML
(STARTING WITH THE VERY YOUNG!)
School Chapel Service – Ask to speak at the school chapel service. Show the current mission grants
and explain how Mite Box offerings have funded and helped people all over the world. Pass out Mite
Boxes and ask the children to share what they have learned with their parents.
Girl Scouts – This group needs service projects. Have your LWML group invite them to participate
in various projects.
Confirmation Students – Have a prayer partner exchange (beginning with first class and ending
on Confirmation Sunday). Give Text Messages from God as a confirmation gift. Provide snacks for a
study break during the confirmation meetings or provide a breakfast or luncheon the Saturday before
Confirmation.
High School Students – Meet with them during the Sunday school hour. Talk about local projects
the LWML supports; give out Mite Boxes, Bible bookmarks, and other LWML resources. Encourage
them to journal about their faith - either in a Bible or in a journaling book. Introduce them to the
LWML coloring pages. Consider giving graduates a gift from the LWML.

Grace Lutheran Missionary Women - A Brief History
Grace Lutheran Church in Hamilton, Montana, was
dedicated on November 9, 1919, with ten members
(at that time "members" were only men). The earliest
mention found of a Ladies Aid Society here was in
June of 1931, when the voters asked the Ladies Aid to
buy songbooks for the church. This suggests that they
were a regular fixture at the church and had funds
available.
The oldest minutes I have been able to find for our
LWML are from 1959, although there are other
references that lead me to believe this group was
affiliated with the national LWML when they were
instituted in 1943.
The LWML met monthly; paid for church cleaning or cleaned it themselves; served meals for weddings,
funerals, and other things; had a luncheon on Good Friday for years; and gave generously to the poor,
shipping 120 pounds of clothing in 1959. By 1968, with Eleanor Albert as President of 18 members, the
LWML was holding devotions at a nursing home weekly, helping the Head Start with a donation, serving
coffee and cookies before Lenten Services, and continuing to manage the kitchen.
In 1981, they were purchasing large print Portals of Prayer, doing
quilting for Lutheran World Relief (LWR), and, always, collecting
mites. The LWML also sponsored and ran a Family Fun Night every
February where they were in charge of entertainment and refreshments,
selling slices of pie as a fundraiser. There were 140 people who attended
one year.
By 1991, with Donna Olinghouse as President, they were still serving
meals, doing devotions at the nursing home, collecting clothing
donations for the poor, taking flowers and food to shut-ins, doing quilts
for LWR, and buying Bibles for all the first grade students. Donna was a
long-standing member, serving as President several times over the
years, as did several others.
These days our group again consists of 18 members, and
we still do quilting, as well as sending Kits for Baby Care
and School to LWR and Mercy Kits for Orphan Grain
Train. We still care for the kitchen and serve meals
whenever they are needed and numerous other tasks
needed at the church. We finished a ten years long
fundraising project, ending with a new kitchen several
years ago. We still collect mites from our very generous
members at our monthly meetings, and love to attend
District and Zone meetings with several of our members
being on the District Board of Directors at different
times. We pray that the Lord continues to bless our
group, even as we see our numbers fall as our members
get older. We continue to “Serve the Lord with Gladness!”
as we encourage younger women to join us.
Submitted in God’s loving service,

Kathy Rebich

Dedicated! Lutheran Women Grounded in the
Word; Growing in God’s Mission is the latest
volume of LWML history; previous books were
published in 1967, 1991, and 2005. Written to
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the LWML,
Dedicated! summarizes the early y ears of LW M L,
but the main focus of the book begins in 2005 with
detailed information on the terms of LWML Past
Presidents Linda Reiser, Janice Wendorf, Kay
Kreklau, and current President Patti Ross.
Dedicated! author, Carolyn Blum states, “When
asked by President Patti Ross to author the next
LWML history book, I was humbled to be following in
the footsteps of one of my LWML mentors, Marlys
Taege Moberg, who wrote the last two volumes:
WINGS and Women in League With the Lord.” Shari
Miller from Montana served as Research and Content
Editor for Dedicated!
Dedicated! will be available soon to purchase in the
online LWML Store at www.lwml.org and click on
the “Shop” tab. It will also be sold in the LWML Store
at the June 20–23, 2019 LWML Convention in
Mobile, Alabama, where LWML Past Presidents and
the author will be available to sign your copy.

Scholarships
by Edee Anderson, Scholarship Committee Chairman
The LWML Montana District awarded two scholarships of $1,500 this past Christmas
to men attending Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Carl Wendorff is in his last year of study and aw aiting h is fir st divine call
in April 2019. After graduation from Concordia University in St. Paul he moved to
Sidney, Montana, to serve as youth director at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
Church. While there, he was active in activities with St. John, Sidney, and St. John, Fairfield. He felt
called into the ministry, but worked in the oil fields to save money before attending. In 2015, he went to
Fort Wayne and received his first scholarship from the LWML. While at seminary, he met and married
his wife Teresa just before moving to serve his vicarage at Risen Savior Lutheran Church in Basenhor,
Kansas. They now have a beautiful son August.
Jarod Cooksey did his under gr aduate studies in England and m oved to
the United States in 2011. During 2012, he and his wife Anna moved to Deer
Lodge, Montana. There he wrote for the local newspaper; after he moved we all
missed his well-written articles. While in Deer Lodge, son Ezekiel was born. Jarod
became a Lutheran, taught Sunday School, and served as council secretary. Rev.
Mitchell encouraged him to attend seminary, and after much prayer he felt called
to do so. Jarod began his studies at Fort Wayne in 2016, and received his first
LWML scholarship in 2017. They are currently at his vicarage serving in Denison,
Iowa. Jarod says his favorite places so far are western Iowa, Maine, and Montana.
We will see where else his Savior will take him!
If anyone you know is attending an LCMS university and intending to go into full-time work in the
church, make sure they get an application for our LWML District scholarships. Applications can be
found on the LWML Montana website, by requesting one from me, or through any LWML society.
Applications are due September 30 for the 2019 scholarships and should be sent to me (see page 12).

Nominating Committee
by Pam Kercher,
Nominating Committee Chairman
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God's grace in its various forms (1 Peter 4:10 NIV).
As I look out the window at this beautiful spring weather, I marvel at the gifts that
God has given to me and to all of us. Giving His most precious gift, His Son, is truly
the most wonderful gift we could ever receive. But He did not stop there! He gave each of us time and
talents to use to glorify Him.
I am asking that you look at the time and talents that you have
been given and consider having your name placed on the ballot
to become an LWML Montana District Board member at our
next convention to be held in April 2020. The positions we will
be electing are: President, Vice President of Christian Life,
Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Junior Pastoral Counselor,
and Nominating Committee Chairman. If you have any
questions about what the duties of the positions are, there is a
job description in your Montana Manual or you can call me.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Zone Restructure Task Force needs your input!
It is the mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) to assist
each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her
relationship with the Triune God (Bible study) so that she is enabled to use her
gifts in ministry to the people of the world (service). Bible study and service have
always been key elements of our Lutheran faith.
In the near future you will have the opportunity to assist the LWML Montana
District Zone Restructure Task Force as they learn how the LWML in our district
might encourage and assist you and the women of your congregation to be more
active in your local groups and especially in your zones. Coming up in the summer edition of the Montana
Missive will be a survey for you to fill out. If you do not receive the Montana Missive, you will be able to
pick up a survey in your church office or from your LWML contact person. If you have any questions,
please contact Pam Kercher at 406-861-2639. Thank you in advance for your input.

Encourage a sister in Christ and join others
from around Montana as we trek to the
Ranch, June 3-6, 2019. We will be
painting, repairing, planting, teaching, or
doing a variety of jobs while interacting
with the youth at the Ranch.
Contact Vice President Sonja Reeves
if you are interested!
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As a reminder …
I would like each of you and/or your
groups to consider the following
questions and if you get a chance, share
the answer with me for publishing in
future issues.
♦
♦
♦

Who inspired/inspires your journey in LWML? Why?
Share a brief history of your society and a tradition.
Share a favorite memory of LWML in action.

I would like to highlight each society/zone at some point
in time, so please send me a brief description of your
society/zone. Thanks so much!
~ Brook ~
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