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2020 LWML Montana
District Convention
July 17-19, 2020
Hosted by: Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings
Theme: “Victory Through Christ”
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57).
Are you wondering if you read those dates correctly? Due to the
coronavirus restrictions, our district convention has been postponed
until July 17-19. Please plan on joining your fellow sisters in Christ
from all over Montana as we rally around God’s Word, worship
together, welcome Keynote Speaker Author Donna Pyle, hear about
LWML Gifts of Love from LWML Gift Planning Counselor Carol von
Soosten, learn about LWML from our national representative,
July 17-19, 2020
collect Gifts from the Heart, do servant activities, enjoy fellowship
and food with friends, have activities for young women, discover how our mites are used, and
grow in the grace of our loving Lord.
Explore the pages of this Missive for more information about the convention in July.
Registration forms are included. YOU are welcome to join us!

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the
decision was made to postpone our
convention until July.
So, instead of attending our convention on
April 25, join your sisters in Christ from
Montana as you serve the Lord with
gladness … right from home! We are officially
calling it “Seek and Serve: Home Edition.”
What can you do … from home on April 25 or
any day in the weeks to come? See Page 4 of
this issue for some suggestions. Perhaps you
can think of even more!

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Kyle Whaley, Senior Counselor
Matthew 18:21-35
Sanctified members of the body of Christ, I ask you, “How often will my
brother sin against me and I forgive him?” Our brother’s sins against
others are not a singular event. Peter asked
Jesus about our forgiveness of our neighbor.
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered,
“I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven (Matthew 18:21-22).
We have our neighbors, our friends, our family members, and yes, even our
enemies to forgive. Therefore, I ask you, “How often will my brother sin against me and I forgive
him?’” Jesus encourages us to have a searching love for sinners and to be ready to make repeated
attempts to bring sinners to repentance.
Peter seems to be asking, “Is there a limit to God’s forgiveness? Is there a
limit to the times that I should forgive others? At what point am I to say,
“That’s enough; I can forgive you no more!”
Peter’s dilemma is one that all of us have faced. Relationships between
sinful people are often marred by sinful words and actions – some
recurring repeatedly. In every marriage, in every family, in every
friendship, Christians are and will be faced with the situation in which
forgiveness is requested of them – again and again. We, too, may wonder
with Peter whether our forgiveness toward others has limits. Our own
nature leads us to want to limit forgiveness; other people may encourage
us not to let someone take advantage of our willingness to forgive.
The problem comes when we try to put the forgiveness of sins into practice. We know that all of our sins
are forgiven, and by that faith, we are righteous before God. This righteousness is completely different
from the righteousness of this world as proclaimed by all its lawyers, intellectual giants, and
philosophers. They all reach the same conclusion, that righteousness must be an
inner, inherent characteristic of the human heart and soul. However, this Gospel
lesson teaches us that Christian righteousness is not a universal characteristic that
all share. Christ is teaching us that we become righteous and are freed from sins
through the forgiveness of sins.
This forgiveness of sins did not come from us, nor can we do anything to save
ourselves. We must look outside ourselves for our salvation. Through Christ’s
sacrifice for our sin upon the cross, the price of our debt for which we could never
repay, was forgiven. Christ’s death and resurrection cleared our debt before our
Father in heaven. When Christ said, “You are forgiven,” we became holy and
righteous before God.
Christ created this forgiveness of sins in us through Baptism and He continues to
maintain it through the Word, Sacrament, absolution. and the Holy Spirit whom He
sends into the heart. Sin is indeed present in us, but it is forgiven. That is how it is
with the sin that weighs us down; it is truly sin, but it is not a damning kind of sin, because it is forgiven.
It is like death, which destroys the Christian physically; it is truly death, but a death that has already
been overcome. This forgiveness of sin began through Baptism and is preserved through the Word.
Look upon your life in Christ. You have been forgiven! Therefore, I ask you; “How often will my brother
sin against me and I forgive him?” I hope and I pray that your answer is the same as our Lord Jesus
Christ’s: “Forgive as I have forgiven you.”

District President
Shari Miller

Jesus lives! The vict'ry's won! Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death's reign is done! From the grave Christ will recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence; This shall be my confidence. (LSB 490:1)
“Jesus Lives! The victory’s won!” is one of my
favorite Easter hymns. The words are what attract
me the most, and I am reminded this year of our
2020 Convention Bible verse when I sing them.
1 Corinthians 15:57: But
thanks be to God, who gives
us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
The hymn reminds us of the
confidence that we can have
in our Savior Jesus, who
conquered sin and death. He
lives and rules in heaven.
We can praise Him in the midst of this world’s
trials, fears, and uncertainties because He is our
King Jesus, waving His banner high before us,
leading us through the tribulations of life. As
baptized children, we are His own. He cares for us,
loves us, and nurtures us.
We can have confidence—faith—hope—in the One
whose Word is sure. Even in the midst of
pandemic and fear, we can look to our Healer for
power and strength through the days to come. He
promises to be with us.
We do not know what the future holds, but we
know Who holds the future! As we gather together
in Billings for the LWML Montana District
Convention, July 17-19, this is our confidence.
I pray that you can make time to join us for this
special event. We will gather to celebrate the
victory that we have in Christ Jesus, our Savior and
Lord! See the next pages of this Missive for updated
information about speakers, registration, servant
activities, and Gifts from the Heart.

The Executive Committee will meet on June 20 to
decide if we can meet under current COVID-19
restrictions. If not, we will hold an “elections-only”
convention by mail, and a convention manual will
be printed. The work of the LWML continues!
_____________________
AND Montana women
continue to faithfully give
their mites. I am pleased to
share that our district has
reached and exceeded our
mission goal for the 20182020 Biennium. Thank you to all societies and
their treasurers for the extra effort to reach the
goal by the end of the biennium. All praise and
thanks to our God!
We will vote on new mission
grants for the 2020-2022
Biennium at convention. Don’t
forget to continue to send in
your mites in April, May, and
June, so we can undertake the
support of these new grants and
not get behind.

Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High above all things is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.
(LSB 490:2)

In our Victorious Savior’s joy,

Suggested At-Home Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add to your Mite Box as you thank God for each blessing in your life.
Make a card or send email encouragement to your pastor, thanking him for proclaiming God’s Word faithfully.
Make cards or write notes of encouragement for missionaries, homebound people, college students, and those
in care facilities.
Call friends who need to chat.
Volunteer to pick up groceries for a health compromised or
elderly neighbor.
Volunteer to set up a technology challenged friend or neighbor so
they can watch various church services online and get grocery
store or food delivery.
Make face masks. Download a pattern you like from the internet. Give the masks to local friends and family or
donate where needed. These need to be of tightly woven fabric. Blue shop towels are excellent to use for this.
Organize an event for the children in the neighborhood while practicing social
distancing, such as a scavenger hunt, parade, or sidewalk chalk drawing.
Make a meal to drop off on someone's porch: a family laid off due to economic downturn, an elderly neighbor, a shut-in from church, or the family of a healthcare worker
working long and stressful hours — call ahead.
Orphan Grain Train Special Projects: www.ogt.org/special-projects.
Lutheran World Relief Quilts and Kits: lwr.org/quilts-and-kits.
Don’t forget: Share the results of your service by submitting an article or pictures for our next Missive
to montanamissive@gmail.com or submitting photos to our website at www.mtdistrictlwml.org.

Interested in making face masks? Check with local nursing
homes to see if they can use handmade fabric masks for their staff
to wear as a measure of protection for the residents they serve.
These fabric masks are not surgical/medical grade and cannot be
used as Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) for health care
workers, but perhaps there are people in care facilities or others
who can use them. For face mask patterns, go to www.lwml.org and
access the “Mission Service Activity of the Month” for April 2020.

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA
District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404.

Convention Speakers
Author Donna (Pyle) Snow will join us as Keynote and Banquet Speaker.
Not raised going to church regularly, Donna understands how intimidating it can be to open
the Bible. Now, after walking with the Lord for 25 years, she loves to
encourage others embarking on that wonder-filled path of faith.
Donna has authored over 30 Bible studies and magazine articles and
travels throughout the United States and internationally to teach from
Scripture at conferences and retreats. She was the Bible study leader at
the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile. She has published five books through Concordia
Publishing House and four full-length DVD Bible study series, downloadable Bible studies,
and a devotional journal through the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.

LWML Gift Planning Counselor Carol von Soosten will join us
with information about the LWML Gifts of Love Program.
Most Christians don't have a charitable plan for when the Lord calls them to
heaven and may be unsure where to start. Carol can help you put your wishes
on paper to care for your family and impact ministry. LWML offers this free,
professional assistance you can trust. You will have joy and peace of mind
knowing your instructions will be carried out.

Mites in Action Speaker Rev. John Vallie is the pastor of the Eastern Montana
Tri-Parish of Trinity Lutheran in Plentywood, Trinity Lutheran in Wolf Point, and Faith
Lutheran in Glasgow. He will talk about the 2018-2020 mission grant ($4,000) given to
these churches to implement and update their streaming video equipment. This streaming
video allows a “pastoral presence” to the infirm and housebound members, as well as
reaching a great expanse of sparsely populated areas.
LWML Heart-to-Heart Sister Leader Bridget Michel will share information
about this LWML program with the convention body.

An LWML BOD Representative, Orphan Grain Train, and Lutheran Church-Extension Fund
Representative Jeff Snyder will share about their ministries.
We will be voting for elected officers and for 2020-2022 LWML Montana District Mission Grants, as well as a
new 2020-2022 Mission Goal. We will have some surprise visitors, participate in worship and Bible study,
and have some great fellowship time. It will be a celebration you will not want to miss!

Where can I ﬁnd convention
delegate voting information?
www.mtdistrictlwml.org is the place to visit for the latest convention
news and updates. The home page has a button to take you to the latest
information about the convention. In the near future, the delegate voting
information (officers, mission grants, mission goal) will be posted.
Your Zone President will also have information about delegate voting items.
Contact her if you can’t access the website.

Visit the LWML Montana District website often!

Register NOW! July 17-19, 2020
Make Plans for the New Date!
Trinity Lutheran Church and The Lillis Center, Billings
Theme: “Victory Through Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).
(Find the registration form inserted in this edition of the Missive.)

•

Registration cost is $80 by July 1. The cost includes dinner Friday night, and lunch and banquet on
Saturday. Extra banquet tickets are $20 each.

•

Activities, fir st m eeting (6:30 p.m.), and Friday services will be held at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 537 Grand Avenue, Billings. Meeting and banquet Saturday, and Sunday m eeting
and worship will be held at Lillis Center, 2429 Mission Way, Billings.

•

Hotels – Please read through this information completely.
Use only the telephone numbers provided.
Reservations must be made by July 1.

 Convention Hotel – Sure Stay Plus, 3040 King Avenue West,

Billings, 59102. Phone: 406-294-9090 or 877-488-4649. Full
breakfast included. Room s as follow s: 1) K ing, plus Queen –
$118. 2) Executive King, 1 bed with large sitting area – $118. 3) Standard
King – $101. 4) King plus Twin Sofa – $101. 5) Double Queen – $109. Tax will be added to
room rate quoted.

 Quality Inn, 2036 Overland Avenue Billings, 59102. Phone: 406-652-1320. Full

breakfast included. Rooms are as follows: 1) One King – $99. 2) Two Queens –$99.
Additional guests are $10/night. Rooms are limited. Room rates are based on two people per
room. July 1st is the deadline for making reservations. No exceptions. There are no elevators at
this hotel and single King rooms are on the second floor. Tax will be
added to room rate quoted. Quality Inn room rates have not changed.

•

Mass Choir – There will be a mass choir for the Friday evening and
Sunday morning worship services. Practice will be on Friday at 4 p.m. at
Trinity Lutheran Church.

•

Bring a Quilt – Rather than have a banner procession, we are asking groups
to bring a quilt. Quilts will be given to our Gifts from the Heart recipients – Independence Hall,
temporary home of homeless veterans, and to Billings Public School Homeless Teen program.
(See further information next page.)

•

Orphan Grain Train – The truck will be available at the Church on Friday. They are requesting
layette Kits. Go to www.ogt.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Layette-Kits-2012.pdf for a list of
items needed for layette kits or see next page.

•

Servant Event – We will assemble items needed in a backpack for the Adullam House, which
provides Christian transitional homes and assistance for previously incarcerated persons.
The societies of the LWML Montana District SouthEastern Zone look
forward to hosting you for the convention. Please join us!

Pam Kercher and Myrt White , Host Committee Co-Chairmen

Gifts from the Heart
Independence Hall
Men’s needs include:
•

Socks

•

Toiletry items

•

Warm clothing

•

Food

•

Coffee

Billings Public School
Homeless Teen Program
Gift Cards, $25 or under to:
•

Albertsons

•

Walmart

•

Target

•

Holiday Gas

•

Subway

•

Wendy’s

•

McDonalds

•

Little Caesar’s

•

Taco Bell

Orphan Grain Train
Layette Kits
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 Diapers (cloth or disposable)
Baby Wipes – Travel Size
Pacifier – new
Bottle – new
Sleeper
Onesie (1 piece underwear)
Receiving Blanket
Blanket

(No powder or lotions.)
Place in zip lock bag or small cloth bag.

The truck will be parked during
convention in the Trinity Lutheran
Church parking lot, so please bring
your collected “stuff” in addition to
layette kits. Please visit the Orphan
Grain Train website (www.ogt.org)
for a list of needed items.

Convention Aprons

Plan to order
one (or several)
Convention Aprons!
These aprons will sport
the Convention Logo,
have pockets, and an
adjustable neck strap.
They would be a great
addition to your
(or church) kitchen.
Just $15 each.
Add to your
Registration Form.

Nominating Committee
by Pam Kercher, Nominating Committee Chairman
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV).
As Nominating Committee Chairman, it is with a thankful heart that I announce
the LWML Montana District slate of officers for the upcoming election:
President: Pam Kercher – Billings
VP of Christian Life: Brook Gerard – Great Falls
VP of Gospel Outreach: Marjorie O’Rourke – Helena
Nominating Committee Chairman: Shari Miller – Helena
Junior Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Andrew Eckert – Stevensville
Rev. Daniel Keinath – Billings
I want to thank each of these servants for their willingness to have their name
put before you as future leaders of this wonderful organization. Please pray for
them and all the current leaders in our organization.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13).

Servant Event at District Convention
Our servant event at the district convention will be assembling backpacks
for distribution at the Adullam House, a transitional home that provides
assistance for previously incarcerated persons. Toiletry items (full size)
and towels, washcloths, socks, and the like will be provided to assemble
in the backpacks. Please plan to join us!

Lutheran World Relief Drive for Montana
July 11, 2020 (Date Change!)
8 a.m.
2 p.m.
10 a.m.
3 p.m.

Missoula, First Lutheran, 2808 South Avenue West
Belgrade, Peace Lutheran, 203 Jackrabbit Lane
Billings, Mount Olive Lutheran, 2336 St. John’s Avenue
Glendive, Our Savior Lutheran, 322 North River Avenue

We will need to have volunteers available to help us load the trucks,
so please plan to join us as we continue to be the body of Christ.

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care

Original Poem
by Susan Sweatman
Resting in the arms of Jesus, safe and at peace in this storm of life
Nothing should unsettle us; no room for strife.
As we trust God to work out the things that we can’t;
And, keeping us compliant to His will, not our want.
Rescheduled for July 11, 2020, the new LWR Drive date
With more time to gather and box up your freight.
And, just so you know, the Orphan Grain Train truck will be
parked in Billings a couple months later than planned;*
So, lets bring all of our “stuff” to load it up to serve the demand.
Thank you for all each one of you does to provide for
needs across our land and beyond,
Accompanied by our prayers much hope will be found.
As we all are learning to be content with what we
have as we shelter in place,
Overseen by God’s watchful eyes; His love and His grace.
And, the most present reminder that Jesus rose from the grave
For everyone who believes, He is powerful to save.
*District Convention, Trinity Lutheran, July 17-19, 2020
Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with what you have,
for he [God] has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).

Christian Life
by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Christian Life
Interesting times we are in right now, aren’t they? Although I do not like the
reason for this quarantine, I am enjoying how much life has slowed down. What a
blessing that is!
Another blessing that has come out of this time is the choice I made for the
women’s Bible study that I lead at church. Before coronavirus was even a household
word, I had picked Donna Pyle’s study, Perseverance! We were set to start her study of Nehemiah the
week after our social-distancing order came into effect. What a gift from the Lord that we all be stuck at
home with this study!
One last blessing is the fact that I can lead this wonderful group of women through a weekly Zoom Bible
study hour! I highly recommend Donna’s study both because of how she connects our perseverance to
God’s Word, but also because she is going to be our guest speaker at the upcoming Convention in July!
So much to look forward to in our lives!
Speaking of things to look forward to, SAVE THE DATE for our Fall Retreats. They will
be taking place September 18-20, 2020. The cost w ill be $90 and ther e w ill be
two different choices for ladies this year again, either Trinity Lutheran Camp on Flathead
Lake or Mountain Top Retreat outside of Bozeman! We are excited to try out this new
venue in Bozeman, it looks like a beautiful setting. God bless you all through this
pandemic. I will see you at our convention!

Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources
BUMMER! Our Montana District Convention in Billings has been postponed!
PRAISE THE LORD! We will get together — God willing — July 17-19!
BUMMER! Our church worship, Bible studies, LWML have been altered!
PRAISE THE LORD! For technology that we can still “attend” worship and be in touch
with loved ones by computer or phone!
BUMMER! Schools and many businesses have been closed!
PRAISE THE LORD! We are blessed to have our dedicated medical personnel, first
responders, and teachers!
BUMMER! Social distancing — a new phrase that keeps us from the hugs and fellowship
we enjoy from friends and loved ones! Even grocery line chatter has been interrupted!
PRAISE THE LORD! We need not have ‘social distancing’ from our reassuring Lord. I
envision God’s loving arms surrounding each of us! What a hug that is!
During these day-by-day changes and challenges we have God’s strength; He will not grow
weary. We can keep our hearts and minds strong in God’s Word with our Bible, devotions,
and our LWML website. Be a neighbor by helping a neighbor with groceries and checking
in on them. Remember, we are never alone. God is always with us. God has a plan. His
timing is perfect and His plan is always the best! Trust Him! I look forward to seeing you
at convention in July! That will definitely be a PRAISE THE LORD! (Not a BUMMER!)
My hugging arms will be ready!
“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

District Convention First-Timer Challenge
As a newbie at the 2019 LWML Convention, my name badge had a red ribbon denoting my status as a
First-Timer. It was wonderful to be so recognized and pointed in the right direction when I was lost or
overwhelmed by the number of women at the convention. It was a conversation starter, as women told
me their stories of being First-Timers. It also made me think how good it would be to have more FirstTimers at the LWML Montana District Convention, so I have a challenge for us LWML women.
Picture the women in your church, in your Bible study, or those helping at your
potlucks. Do all of them know the fellowship we share as LWML women? Get to
know one of those women better. Share the mission work done by the LWML and
encourage her to take part in it. Become friends. Invite her to coffee. Talk about
district conventions you have attended and invite her to participate in the
upcoming convention. Offer to share a ride or a room. Perhaps you could ask your
society or zone for resources to help with the registration fee.
If each woman going to the convention encouraged another to attend with her,
think of how many more would hear our Keynote and Banquet speaker, Donna
Pyle. She led the Bible studies at the convention in Mobile, and I am looking forward to hearing her
words of encouragement and faith. Think about how many more sisters in Christ we could meet and how
the joy of LWML would spread. Step out boldly in your own church and encourage another woman to
celebrate our “Victory Through Christ” at Trinity Lutheran Church in Billings. I will see you there.

Bridget Michel
LWML Heart to Heart Sisters Montana District Leader, bajmichel@aol.com

Gospel Outreach
by Kathy Scott, Vice President of Gospel Outreach
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for
welfare and not evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will
call upon me … and I will hear you (Jeremiah 29:11-12).
As we meet for our District Convention and elect new leaders, a lot will happen as we review the many
joyful events and consequences along the way. Our trust in God will be strengthened and renewed. God
has a plan for us in the LWML. New leaders will be elected, new grants awarded, and new plans made.
It has been my pleasure in this position seeing the wants and needs
expressed in grant proposals and the continued blessings you are
bringing to others through those receivers. I will continue to hold the
LWML in high regard and in my prayers.
We praise and thank God that we were able to
reach and exceed our 2018-2020 LWML
Montana District Mission Goal! Thanks to your
faithful giving, all ten mission grants were fully
funded. All glory to God!
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Mark your calendars!
July 17-19, 2020
The LWML Montana District
Convention w ill be held at
Trinity Lutheran Church and The
Lillis Center in Billings. The theme
is “Victory Through Christ” based on 1 Cor.
15:57. Our keynote and banquet speaker will
be author Donna Pyle. The time is NOW to
make plans and join fellow
Lutheran Women in Mission
from across the state as we
come together for Bible
study, encouragement, and
fellowship. Look for more
details in this issue!
~ Brook ~
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