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April 22 — Trinity Lutheran, Billings      
April 29 —Trinity Lutheran, Great Falls 

May 6 — First Lutheran, Missoula 

 
Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. 

Rallies start at 9 a.m. 

 
District Officers will lead the Rallies.                                                              

 
Ingathering: used eye glasses, gift cards to Target, 
Walmart, and Kohls (please note amount on card). 

 
These Gifts From the Heart will be taken to the LWML Convention  

in Milwaukee this summer to support Phil’s Friends,  
Refuge for Women, Orphan Grain Train, and MOST Ministries. 

Please join us! 



 

Counselor’s Corner 

by Rev. Dan Keinath,  Senior Counselor 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 

 

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news (Romans 
10:15 NIV). 
 

Recently in our school’s library I saw Dr. Seuss’ The Foot Book. I’m 
sure many of  you are familiar with it, having read it as a parent or grandparent. At the 
very least you may recall how in classic Dr. Seuss style, he phonetically connects and 
rhymes words focusing on feet. One line in the book reads “In your house and on the 
street, how many different feet you meet.” Not once though, does Dr. Seuss call feet 
beautiful. I am sure that was intentional.  
 

I might be going out on a limb here, but I think most of us do not like to draw                         
attention to our feet. This is evident in how we may be hesitant to remove our socks 
and shoes, or even wear sandals in public. It would be fair to say that our feet are not 
the most appealing aspect of who we are. Yet our feet are designed to take us to where 
we would like to go.  
 

Think of all the places you have walked. You have walked up and down the hallways at home, or work, 
or school. You have walked many miles on the different trails throughout our beautiful state. You have 
walked in stores, on streets, and in neighborhoods. You have walked into the homes of friends and      
family. Our feet have certainly walked many miles in many places. 
 

Throughout Scripture, God has sent many people walking. Consider Abraham who walked to the land 
that God would show him. There is Moses walking on holy ground to the burning bush. Moses and the 
Israelites walked in the desert for 40 years. The Old Testament gives one prophet after another —              
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Amos, Obadiah, all the way to Malachi — walking among the people to                
prepare the way for the Savior.  
 

Then it is time for a young unwedded couple to walk down to Bethlehem, carrying the 
Christ child. Mary and Joseph walked so that Jesus could walk among us. When He took 
on flesh and blood, Jesus walked right into our sinful condition. He walked among                
people who were harassed, helpless, as “sheep without a Shepherd.” And His feet kept 
walking to bring the healing message of salvation.  
 
Jesus’ beautiful feet walked to and through all the circumstances of our lives; until the 
time was right for Jesus to walk that painful, agonizing walk through the streets of                  

Jerusalem, up Calvary’s Hill, ending at the cross. The feet that walked bringing healing and salvation, 
became feet that were nailed to the cross as the final sacrifice for our sins. Jesus walked through the 
valley of the shadow of death to carry our sins. But God made feet for walking and those pierced feet 
rose on Easter morning and walked out of the tomb. Jesus’ feet stood Easter night before the disciples 
in the upper room, and walked the Emmaus road; feet that carried the charge for the disciples that              
repentance and forgiveness of sins be preached in His name. Our Lord sent His disciples walking, and 
He sends us walking — walking with beautiful feet that proclaim the Good News of Jesus.  
 
As the weather warms up, and you find yourself walking 
outside more, whether to the store or to someone’s home, 
remember that you have been called to walk with                          
beautiful feet. Beautiful feet that carry the Good News of 
salvation in Jesus Christ.  
 
Dr. Seuss may have written a book about feet. But God has given us a Book, more than that, He has                      
given us a message to carry with our feet: Jesus Christ died for you.  How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news. 



 

Montana Delegation to Milwaukee 
 

President – Pam Kercher 
Central Zone – Ruth Denning 

Divide Zone – Michele Mitchell 
Flathead Zone – Suzanne Rasmussen 

Western Zone – Sonja Reeves 

SouthEastern Zone – Sheryl Scheafer 
Junior Pastoral Counselor – Rev. Larry Miller 
Heart to Heart District Leader – Christina Henry 

Young Woman Representative – Abigail Oloff 
Young Woman Representative –Tristin Reinke 

 

And you? We hope to see you in Milwaukee! 

President’s Notes                  
by Pam Kercher, District President 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his 
heritage!  The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man             
(Psalm 33:12-13). 

                                Chosen to be Women in the Pew 
 

Coming up soon are several very important and fun events here in Montana and 
Milwaukee. Each event involves you the “Women in the Pew” and won’t be the 
same without you joining us. 
 

First, we will be gathering in Billings, Great Falls, and Missoula for our 2023 
Spring Rallies. Our theme is “Adventures in Equipping Leaders” (details found in 
this Missive). I wanted to personally invite each of you to attend the one that 
works for you. At each, you will hear the Word as Rev. Miller will be leading us in 
Bible study; you will be able to interact with fellow LWML’ers as we get up and 
move and listen to our LWML President Debbie Larson (via video) as she gives 
pointers on how to speak to a group. Have you ever needed a devotion or Bible 

study for your meetings? We will help you find these treasures on our  website. Ever wondered “What’s 
your Why” in the LWML. Join us to search for the answers while enjoying food, fun, and fellowship. 
 

Second coming up in June is the LWML Convention in Milwaukee.  I will be joined by five (5) zone                  
delegates, two (2) Young Woman Representatives, our new district Heart to Heart — Sisters of All                  
Nations Leader, and our Pastoral Counselor. I pray that many of you will join us as we “Celebrate the 
Lord of the Nations.” During this time together, we will meet as a group during our LWML Montana             
District Caucus on Thursday, June 22, from 4:40–5:25 p.m. in Room 203B. If you are planning to attend this 
convention, please email me at pamkerch@msn.com so I can get you all the details and keep in touch 
during the convention. 
 

As we sit together at these events and others involving our LWML, please remember you have been           
“Chosen to be Women in the Pew.” Blessed to serve with each of you, 
 

President Pam 
 

 

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA                       

District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to                              

Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404. 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”  (Philippians 4:13). 



 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Servant Resources 

by Billye Roseleip, Vice President of Servant Resources 

                  Looking Forward 
     

But according to His promise we are waiting for new heavens  
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:13). 

 
We are waiting for Jesus to come again, and we look forward to it. 
(Come Lord Jesus, quickly.) In the meantime, we have places to go 
and things to do. Whether we are doing things with our families,       
serving in our church and community, or all the other things we do 
in this life that have been set before us, we do it with the help of God.  
  
In this busy life we make room for spiritual growth through our 
churches and through LWML. Here are a few upcoming events that we can look forward to in LWML: 
 

 District-wide Spring Rallies on April 22, April 29, or May 4 (see first page for information) 
 Lutheran World Relief Drive on May 14, 2023 across the LWML Montana District 
 LWML Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 22-25, 2023 
 District Retreats, September 22-23, 2023 at Trinity Lutheran Camp, Bigfork and Mountain 

Top Retreat, Bozeman 
 LWML Montana District Convention April 26-28, 2024, in Polson Montana 

 
Mark your calendars so you too can look forward to being a part of the upcoming events in our District.  
We have so much to look forward to as we grow in our faith and “Serve the Lord With Gladness.” 

I was listening to K-LOVE on my way to work one morning with my “chore list”  
running through my brain as the coffee kicked in when I was struck by this short  
word of encouragement by author Charlotte Gambill. I can relate on several levels and 
maybe you can, too. Read below an excerpt from www.charlottegambill.com/blog. 

 

Have you ever had the feeling that your life is just one long list of chores that never end? I know I have. Our  
everyday lives are filled with everything from pickups to drop-offs, filled laundry baskets to grocery shopping, 
cleaning lists to meeting agendas, and lots of paperwork. If we are not careful in the middle of all the ordinary 
chores, our hearts can start to lose sight of the significance in any of it. I want to help you with a story, found in 
Matthew 21, that has helped me recognize the significance in some of the most mundane tasks. In this story we 
find Jesus sending two of his disciples out on an errand that on the surface seems to be such a menial task. He 
asks them to go to a village ahead of Him where they must pick up a young donkey and bring it back to him. I can 
imagine how these two disciples had a conversation on their way to pick up the donkey, about how seemingly 
meaningless their task appeared in the grand scheme of all Jesus was doing. Maybe they felt discouraged at the 
choice of task they had been given, believing they had just been put on “donkey duty” that day. However, the truth 
is that there was a great purpose hidden in what seemed to be a very basic duty, because that donkey was the               
vehicle chosen to carry the Messiah.  

When our hearts start to lose sight of the significance of the ordinary, we have to look beyond and take another 
good look at our lives from a much bigger perspective. Instead of believing that we are just on “donkey duty,” we 
can begin to see the significance of the everyday errands with which we are entrusted. 

Christian Life 

By Brook Gerard, Vice President of Christian Life 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 



 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Laurel Montana celebrated the 
LWML’s 80 years of God’s Service by having a sock drive for the 
Tumbleweed Teens (who are homeless). The picture shows only 
part of the socks donated. “We asked for 80 pairs and received  
132 pairs!” exclaims one group member. “Our group also asked  
for 80 acts of kindness from everyone. We handed out goody  

bags and cards containing information about the 80 years  
celebration to the congregation. We are so blessed to have  

a congregation that supports our LWML projects.”  

Young Woman Chairman  

by Whitney Marsh,  Young Woman Chairman 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Now the L$%& said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great                    
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a                  
blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3). 

 
Can you imagine if God asked you to do this as He did 
Abram? I'm not sure about you, but I feel it's safe to say many 
of us couldn't do it without great difficulty. Abram was a man        
of great faith and he did as God asked. He prospered and            
became Abraham, "The Father of Many Nations."   
 
We are blessed to be a blessing. We don't have to leave our home and everything we know to bless others 
as Abram was called to do. Blessing others can look like: letting someone who's struggling know that you 
are praying for them, a birthday card sent to a friend or neighbor, helping a friend, providing dinner for 
a family that's struggling, encouraging a young woman in your group to participate in LWML activities, 
and the list is endless. God has called us to spread the Gospel, and blessing others in even the smallest of 
ways is fulfilling His will, His good and pleasing will for us as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
How can you bless someone today? Do you know a young woman you can mentor? Today, as you read 
this, I pray that God blesses you and everyday following.  
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace (Numbers 6:24-26). 

 

The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed;  
those who help others are helped  

(Proverbs 11:25 MSG). 



 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
As we get closer to the LWML Convention in Milwaukee, there is a lot to prepare!
Buying plane tickets, reserving hotel rooms, and downloading an app on your 
phone so that while you are at Convention you can have all the details at your              
fingertips. If you are a delegate, once those things are checked off the list, you sit 

down and study the Mission Grant Proposals. This year there are a total of 45 proposals. It is truly                  
amazing to read about all of the different missions that are being supported all over the world. * 
 
As I perused the different proposals, I found two that are 
near and dear to our hearts here in the LWML Montana 
District and thought I would share the details with you. 
The first is a grant request for the Dakota Boys and Girls 
Ranch, and the second, Orphan Grain Train. It is exciting 
to read about their upcoming goals and projects. 

 

A Healing Space for At-Risk Children — Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, ND $100,000  
The Christ-centered, healing ministry of Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch creates an eternal, life giving, impact in the 
lives of children, age 10 to 18, who have faced unimaginable trauma. Due to childhood traumas of violence, 
abuse, neglect, and more, Ranch children experience debilitating emptiness and loneliness at the deepest of  
levels; levels that only Christ can heal. A gap in spiritual care on the Ranch’s Bismarck campus has been a      
chapel facility specifically designed to be a healing space for traumatized boys and girls. A construction date of 
Spring 2024 has been set to build a chapel to serve as a healing space to help them know and experience the 
mercy of Christ and His healing power. This grant will help meet the construction costs of the Chapel on the            
Bismarck campus and provide healing for at-risk children.  
 

Orphan Grain Train Servant Center — Orphan Grain Train, U.S. $100,000 
Orphan Grain Train (OGT) has carried out the mission of the Lord for thirty years by providing humanitarian  
service. They work through the church so the Gospel always accompanies their service. They have assisted  
orphans, carried out domestic disaster relief, gathered, sorted, packed, and distributed food, clothing, medical 
supplies, equipment, and educational materials for those experiencing poverty in the U.S. and internationally. 
The original facility in Norfolk, Nebraska, is outdated and lacking adequate space to carry out their expanding 
work. They need to build an additional facility to increase their mission capacity and increase the safety level for 
volunteers. With an increased work area, larger groups of volunteers can work on donations received and the 
output of mercy meals can double to 10,000,000 meals annually. This grant will help OGT complete their building 
project. 

 

The last biennium Mite Goal was $2,150,000. What will it be for the upcoming biennium? Stay tuned!  
 

* Read more about the 45 Mission Grant Proposals on www.lwml.org. 

Gospel Outreach 

by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Gospel Outreach                                                                                

As we get ready to celebrate graduations this spring and 
many are writing scholarship application packages, don’t 
forget that we have scholarships available for those             
choosing to go into church work. Applications are due                
September 30, 2023. It’s never too early to send in your                        
application. Send applications or questions to Scholarship 
Chairman Linda Reilly (information on the back of this 
Missive). 



 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Human Care 

by Edee Anderson, Vice President of Human Care  

Lutheran World Relief Drive — May 13, 2023 
 

It’s almost here: what we have been preparing our 
quilts and kits for all this long winter. The collection 

of our boxes, and shipping to the warehouse so they can be sent where 
they are needed. The trucks are in the final order stage and pick up times 
arranged. Please make sure your boxes are securely taped and labeled. 
Mark box in large letters and attach the label with weight and contents 
to the top. If you wish to track your boxes, print off the appropriate       
labels from Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and put in box and on top as                    
instructed. Martha at the Baltimore LWR office tells me they are trying 
to get more efficient at tracking our donations from their collection end. Most churches have been           
contacted by Zone contact people to arrange their regional collection. Pick up locations on  
May 13, 2023, are as follows. 

 

First Lutheran, Missoula, 8 a.m. Site coordinator Susan Sine, 406-218-8642. 
Peace Lutheran, Belgrade, 2 p.m. Site coordinator Billye Roseleip, 406-261-3785. 

Mount Olive Lutheran, Billings, 10 a.m.  Site coordinator Cindy Hein, 303-875-8425. 
Our Savior Lutheran, Glendive, 5 p.m. Site coordinator Ruth Sullivan, 406-941-0170. 

 

I will be available by phone all day to help as the trucks progress across the state (Edee Anderson at 
406-498-4900). Both trucks will deliver our donations to the LWR warehouse in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Please include in your prayers the safety of all the drivers and people moving boxes on this day. Thanks 
to everyone who work so hard to make this collection happen.  

News from Messiah LWML, Missoula 
 

Past LWML Montana District President and Messiah LWML member Nenette 
Loftsgaarden writes: For all LWML’ers who remember Chris Wallace, you may 
know that she designated Messiah LWML as a memorial fund in her                  
obituary. We received a large sum of money for her memorial. 
  
Chris was a baptized, confirmed child of God. That was her identity. We have            
finally decided what to do as a special memorial for Chris. We debated a long time 
because of her love of Christ, the church, music, young people, teaching, LWML, 
and more. We found out that the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch is building a new 
chapel at their Bismarck campus. God, in all His wisdom, took the decision out of 
our hands. 

 

The memorial money for Christine (Chris) Kaul Wallace has been 
donated to provide the musical needs for the new chapel. If there is 
any money left over, it will be used to provide simple musical                 
instruments for the residents of the campus who want to learn to 
play them. 
 

Chris’ dad worked for the Dakota Boys Ranch (“and Girls” was added later). Chris loved the work they 
did with the kids at the Ranch. She played organ at her local church as a teenager, and most of you know 
the rest of the story. Chris was always involved in music. She even played her viola at the Albuquerque 
LWML Convention. She loved LWML and spent a lot of her life dedicated to our mission. She held many 
offices in LWML, even as LWML Montana District President. We all miss Chris. We feel we have made a 
decision that would be pleasing to her.  
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If there is anything you 

would like to see in the      

Missive, pictures of the 

work you do, events               

you partake in, or even                  

celebrating the history of 

your society, just send it to me in an email!     

~ Brook ~  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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