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For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1).
Time. W e all w ish w e h ad m or e of it! W e know th at our
time is limited and that we can only do so much with the time we
are given. In the everyday “busy-ness” of life we sometimes forget
that time is a gift from God. We sometimes forget to use our time
to the glory of God. We sometimes forget to use our time to serve
God and others. Thanks be to God that He forgives any misuse of
time when we realize our mistakes and confess for the sake of
Jesus Christ.
These ideas will be the highlight and focus of our time together at
the Fall Retreats this year! Many of you know that last year we
gathered everyone from the entire state for one big retreat at
Trinity Lutheran Camp on Flathead Lake near Bigfork. It was a
wonderful time of Bible study, fellowship, crafts, and servant
events. We also had beautiful sunsets. We even got to worship
together on Sunday morning!
This year we will hold two retreats on the same weekend, September 20-22, 2019: One for th ose on
the eastern side of the state, at Makoshika State Park , Glendive, and the other at Trinity Lutheran
Camp, B igfor k. Mar k the w eekend on your calendar and send in your r egistr ation found
in this issue of the Missive or on our website! As always, if you have any questions you can contact Vice
President of Christian Life Sonja Reeves.
God bless you all through the summer months and we will see you in the fall!

“AND THE SURVEY SAYS …”
May he grant you your heart's desire and
fulfill all your plans! (Psalm 20:4)
The LWML Montana District Zone Restructure Task Force
needs your input! The Task Force made up of our Past
District Presidents Pam Kercher, Nenette Loftsgaarden,
and Christian Wallace; along with Corresponding
Secretary Janice Witt and former Pastoral Counselor
Rev. Larry Miller would appreciate your thoughts.
By completing the survey in this copy of the Missive you will have the opportunity to assist
the LWML Montana District Zone Restructure Task Force as they learn how the LWML in our
district might encourage and assist you and the women of your congregation to be more
active in your local groups and especially in your zones. Instructions for completing the
survey are on the reverse side of the survey. The deadline to submit your survey is
September 13, 2019. Thank you for your help with this.

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Blake Marshall, Junior Counselor
Spring by Gerard Manley Hopkins
Nothing is so beautiful as Spring –
When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush;
Thrush’s eggs look little low heavens, and thrush
Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring
The ear, it strikes like lightning to hear him sing;
The glassy pear tree leaves and blooms, they brush
The descending blue; that blue is all in a rush
With richness; the racing lambs too have fair their fling.

What is all this juice and all this joy?
A strain of the earth’s sweet being in the beginning
In Eden garden. – Have, get, before it cloy, (Fall)
Before it cloud, Christ, lord, and sour with sinning,
Innocent mind and Mayday in girl and boy,
Most, O maid’s child, thy choice and worthy the winning.

New Life: Spr ing has sp r ung and su m m er ’s begun. The tomb is empty, Jesus has
ascended, we have new life. God, the Father continues to reveal Himself in the beauty of His
natural revelation: the beauty of the world around us and the changing of the seasons. However,
His salvific knowledge is revealed especially through the Holy Scripture in which God clearly
reveals Himself and His gift of salvation in Christ the Son of God (revealed knowledge of God).
Do Not Be Anxious
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on.
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a
single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:25-33).
The beauty of God’s creation sings out, rings out to you with the joys of spring. Jesus says, “Look at the beauty of
the new life of spring; look at the birds of the air. They neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?” Wow, did you hear that! Y ou ar e m o r e
important than anything else that God created: birds, livestock, sea creatures, grass, lilies with a splendor arrayed,
and even greater than that of King Solomon.
Why are you so valuable? Your original image was created in the blessed Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:26-27). This image was
destroyed in the very garden of perfection and beauty. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good
(Genesis 1:31). Adam and Eve fell into a broken relationship with the Father of creation, sin abounded, and mankind
was plagued with death. No longer did the creature have a connection with Creator.
Your value in the Creator’s eyes was devaluated to zero. Mankind wrecked the beauty of
God’s work, but what man destroyed God will restore. Why? Because you are of great
value. You have a promise of a seed from the woman that will conquer sin, death, and the
serpent, restoring fallen man and creation. The gracious words, “It is finished,” have
echoed for six weeks through the season of Easter. The empty tomb has shown brightly.
He has risen; He is no longer here. Peace be with you. The completed promise of the seed
of the woman is Jesus Christ. You are reconciled to the Creator; the Son of man and the
Son of God has completed what you could not.
Spring is about the new life accomplished by the Son of God, His blood for yours, new life for His life. Yes, spring is
beautifully illuminated by the glory of the empty tomb and the risen and ascended Lord, Jesus Christ. Do not be
anxious about anything; you are a redeemed child. You have been washed and renewed in your baptismal waters.
As a reclaimed child of God, you are now of great worth. Enjoy the new life that blooms around you. Enjoy your
new life in Christ, in all the beauty of His birth, His life, His crucifixion, death, resurrection, and ascension.
Continue to grow in faith during the green season of Pentecost or the Sundays after Trinity.
May the peace of Jesus Christ renew and refresh you, His child of great value.

District President
Shari Miller

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens!
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness!
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Psalm 150)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. (LSB 805)
Singing the Psalms takes many different forms as
we worship our Lord. The doxology, Praise God
From Whom All Blessings Flow, is
based on Psalm 150.
In about 1674, Bishop Thomas Ken
wrote three hymns for morning,
evening, and midnight as an addition to
his “A Manual of Prayers for the Use of
the Scholars of Winchester College.”
These hymns were published by Ken in a
pamphlet in 1694. “Praise God, From Whom All
Blessings Flow” was the text of the final,
doxological stanza for all three of them. It is now
well-known on its own as a doxology, or as a
concluding stanza for other hymns, such as “All
Creatures of Our God and King,” or “All People
That on Earth Do Dwell.”
What have the women of the LWML Montana
District been doing in the past months? How have
they been “serving the Lord with
gladness”?
__________________
Fourteen attended the 2019
LWML Convention in Mobile,
Alabama. The theme was “In
Praise to the Lord!” It was an
uplifting time as we learned that
Christians praise the Lord in all
walks of life—in their vocations, in
their families, and in their
fellowship with one another. We worshiped and
praised the Lord during our opening service.

Many important decisions were made by
convention delegates which included adopting a
mission goal of $2,100,000 for the 2019–2021
biennium that will fund 21 LWML Mission Grants.
The Montana delegation faithfully reviewed and
prayerfully voted on these mission grants.
We were privileged to hear mission grants
speakers and watched sand artist Joe Castillo as he
shared his creative talent. We also
listened to the VOICES of Mobile as
they entertained us.
______________________
Women of the LWML Montana District
formed a mission team to Dakota Boys
and Girls Ranch in Minot, North
Dakota. They praised the Lord as they ministered
to the troubled youth at the Ranch.
______________________________
Almost 100 women,
“Followed the Leader” at our
first-ever simultaneous
regional events held on
May 4. God blessed our times
together and we praise Him
for blessing these events.
______________________________
Montana women
continue to faithfully
give their mites to the
mission and ministry of
the LWML, both in our
district and nationally.
What powerful effects these grants can do in the
name of Jesus!
To God be all glory and praise!

LWML 38th Biennial Convention
June 20-23, 2019

Night View from Skywalk to
Convention Center

Arthur R. Outlaw Mobile Convention Center

Convention Stage

Saturday Mission Walk (848 walkers)

Humorous Interrupter Cora Lee
(A.k.a. Jan Struck)

LWML Montana District Banner
Eastern Zone

Communion Ware
Thursday Servant Activities

Montana Delegation: (L to R )
Rosanne Larson, Michal Delgado, Whitney Marsh, Sherri VanVleet, Carin Larsen,
Shari Miller, Myrt White, Laura Nussbaum, Bridget Michel, Rev. Kyle Whaley

Songleader Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley

YWRs Laura Nussbaum and Whitney Marsh
(on stage)

Montana Heart to Heart Leader Bridget Michel

Saturday Evening Entertainment
VOICES of Mobile
New LWML President Debbie Larson

Azalea Trail Maids with Comfort Dogs

Friday Evening Inspiration
Sand Artist Joe Castillo

Christian Life
by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Christian Life

Remembering the Minot Mission Trip
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! That is what comes to
mind as I reflect back on the trip six of us made to the Dakota
Boys and Girls Ranch in Minot, North Dakota, in June 2019. To
be able to see, firsthand, the work that the Lord is doing through this multi-faceted
ministry was very inspiring. The kids that call the Ranch home have been given
such a wonderful opportunity to heal and build a better foundation for life with the
help of the extensive staff that are so dedicated to them. I was blown away by the
love and support that these kids are given every single day! Here are some thoughts
from the others that went along:
Freda Howard
St. John—Libby
A long day in Sonja’s car, coming and going--but I survived. The
trip was worthwhile.
I was hoping to do some painting, planting, weeding, whatever,
anything to get down and dirty. However, we spent three days in
their thrift store in Minot and the last day in the warehouse on the
campus. We did something different each day learning the ins and
outs of the business.
The employees and volunteers at the store and employees on the campus were friendly,
hardworking, and dedicated people serving God and those in need. We did not get to meet any of
the kids there, but on the last day it was nice to get hugs and words of appreciation from some of
them.
Chris Wallace
Messiah—Missoula
My favorite memories from the mission trip would be how much
it has changed and improved since I was involved there in the
late 60’s.What a blessing this facility is for the hundreds of boys
and girls that need their care and treatment! These people, on
every level of contact, are amazing in their work and concerns
for the “kids.” The
compassion and commitment
of everyone we met was focused solely on the residents and their
families. I was happy to see the growth in their program, namely
the Dakota Memorial School, the Spiritual Life Program, the
Equine-facility, and their ever-growing list of contributors and
donors! We participated in chapel services each morning and
afternoon. Thank you, Pastor Rick and Deaconess Kelly! Thank
you to the LWML Montana District and the Jo Young Annuity for
making it possible. We all look forward to opportunities to support
the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch; watch for them.
(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 6)
Nancy Jenkins
First Lutheran—Helena
I enjoyed the times we met for chapel with Pastor Rick and Deaconess Kelly every morning before we
went to work and also every afternoon after work. It was wonderful to start and end our day in songs of
praise and prayer. On our last afternoon in chapel the kids joined us. Deaconess Kelly led the service,
played the guitar and sang a beautiful song. She had a boy play
the beat box as we sang. A girl and boy read Bible verses, and
a little girl sang a song and we all sang along. Deaconess Kelly
asked if anyone of the kids had a prayer request. A little girl
asked for a mother and father to love her. It was very
humbling. We were introduced as the “green team” as we were
all wearing our green shirts from the Boys and Girls Ranch. A
sending prayer was prayed for us. The kids clapped and
thanked us for being there. Oh what a moment words can’t
describe! As we left chapel, several kids hugged us and that is
a moment I will never forget. I also enjoyed the fellowship with
everyone at the Ranch, and my sisters (and one brother!) on
our servant team.
Bob and Lu Lehmann
First Lutheran—Missoula
If we had a troubled, at-risk child, we would want him/
her to be nurtured and educated at this wellestablished, Christian-based ranch and school. What
a pleasure it was to meet LCMS Pastor Rick Jones
whose love and endearing commitment to these
young people was infectious to those of us who
participated in this LWML mission! The number of
loving, caring, and dedicated staff we met working at
the Ranch was heartwarming for us to witness. The
Christian ministry of healing and hope offered to
these young faces (11-18 years old) by the highly
trained and qualified staff gives them hope for the
future in Christ’s unconditional loving care.
We were blessed to meet and work with Laurie Dannewitz at the
Ranch’s Foundation office and to also see the extensive equine
facility. Some 22 horses are a part of the horse therapy helping
to provide healing through a trusted non-judgmental friend.
Through equine therapy the boys and girls learn they do not
need to worry about rejection and
criticism but can learn patience,
understanding, and trust which
will be useful to them throughout
their lives.
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Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources
Many of us in Montana District are just returning from a “mountain top” experience at the LWML Mobile
Convention. “In Praise to the Lord” was the theme and what a time for praising it was! We were all
blessed in so many ways. A few highlights:
•
•
•
•
•

Bible study with Donna Pyle, sharing God’s Word. (Donna will be our District Convention speaker
next May 2020; you won’t want to miss her!)
Recipients of our mite grants, sharing the impact we made on so many lives with our small, but mighty Mite Boxes.
New mite grants and goals, many more lives to impact. A mission goal of $2.1 million—21 new grants to support.
Singing with praise. So many beautiful hymns and music of praise!
Sharing lunch with author and humorous interpreter, Jan Struck, and fellowship with other LWMLers.

You are still able to watch the sessions online on the LWML website. You might want to use and follow Donna Pyle’s Bible
study on Friday and Saturday mornings for your LWML meeting. The pastoral messages on Thursday and Sunday were great!
There are new resources for your society, team building and fun activities for all ages. Go to
lwml.org, “Service” tab, “Leadership Development,” and click on “New Resources.” You will find
Team Building Activities and also a great LWML Event Planning Timeline.
Rev. Dr. Gregory Walton, President of the LCMS Florida-Georgia District, reminded us on
Sunday morning that God has equipped and empowered us to do His work and witness. He also
said we are to be rivers, not reservoirs; we need to let our love of Jesus flow! I encourage each of
you to use your God given talents to “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” Let’s share with others the
“mountain top” experience of knowing our God of grace and salvation.

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care
We did it! Another successful Lutheran World Relief Drive is history. Thanks to the divine supervision of
God Almighty, and, thank you, to all who assisted in each location—those who brought their
boxes, loaded the trucks, kept records of the donations from all the churches, and made phone calls to
keep the day running smoothly. Thanks to those who were ready when the truck arrived early and the
patience exhibited by those who waited on a late truck. Thank you to the zone contact persons who
efficiently compiled their records and submitted them to me in a timely fashion.
This being my first year as Vice President of Human Care, I am witness to the generosity of
Lutherans throughout the state of Montana. (We exceeded our quilt-giving this year by 1,850
quilts from our total last year!) We had participants from LCMS, ELCA, and LCMC churches,
as well as one Catholic church. And, with every donation comes the joy of giving from a
grateful heart, and a prayer that God will reveal Himself to the recipients of our giving.

2019 LWR Collection
Quilts: 8,888
Baby Care Kits: 810
Personal Care Kits: 676
School Kits: 2,347

Thanks to webmaster Stephanie, the LWR information on the LWML
Montana District website now reflects the most current updated forms
(dated 2015). Please throw away all labels and paperwork that are older than 2015. Many of you used
labels from 2008. You may want to print them off now so you will have them ready for May 9, 2020. We
continue to serve the Lord with gladness in our societies, in our families, in our churches, and in our
communities in response to His great love and care for us.
Thank you to Bernice Stulc of Belgrade for her dedication in overseeing the drive in the Divide
Zone over the years. Contact Zone President Marjorie O’Rourke if you are interested
in taking her place as she moves on to work with Orphan Grain Train.
She has agreed to help whomever answers God’s call.

Nominating Committee
by Pam Kercher,
Nominating Committee Chairman
If you are not sure of your part ...
I heard about a junior high music teacher who had just organized a band in her
school. The principal was so proud of the music teacher's efforts that without consulting her he decided
that the band should give a concert for the entire school. The music teacher wasn't so sure her young musicians were ready to give a concert, so she tried to talk the principal out of holding the concert, to no
avail.
Just before the concert was ready to begin, as the music teacher stood
on the podium, she leaned forward and whispered to her nervous
musicians, "If you're not sure of your part, just pretend to play."
And with that, she stepped back, lifted her baton, and with a great
flourish, brought it down. Lo and behold, nothing happened! The band
brought forth a resounding silence.
I can't help but wonder if we have the same problem in the church at
times. Christians may have the idea that since they're unsure of the part
that they are to play, they'll just sit and pretend. The problem is, when
everyone is unsure of what part they're supposed to play, the result is
silence—nothing gets done.
What is the solution? The solution is helping each and every member of the body of Christ to learn their
part. In I Corinthians 12 and Romans 12, Paul pictures the church as a body with all of the different parts
of that body having different functions.
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use
them … (Romans 12:6).
I can't do everything, and I certainly can't do everything well. But that's OK. The
saxophonist in an orchestra isn't expected to know how to play the drums. His talent
is playing the saxophone. His job is simply to make use of his talent and do the very
best that he can.
Learn what your gift is, and then use it to the glory of God. Paul offers a list of
possibilities. Maybe your gift is speaking, or serving, or encouraging, or giving, or
leading, or showing mercy (Romans 12:6-8). Perhaps your gift is in that list; perhaps
it's something else altogether.
But, if you're not sure of your part, please don't sit and pretend to play. Find out what your gift is and
then make use of it to the glory of God!
I am telling you this story as I search for nominations for the
following offices to be elected in April of 2020 at our LWML
District Convention: President, Vice President of Christian Life,
Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Junior Pastoral Counselor,
and Nominating Committee Chairman. Please look at your gifts
and step up and play your part on the LWML Montana District
Board of Directors. If you have any questions about the duties of
each position, there is a job description in your Montana Manual
or you can most certainly call me.

Gospel Outreach
by Kathy Scott, Vice President of Gospel Outreach
Blessed are the givers ...
After sending grant funds recently, I received a beautiful thank card with this on the
cover. I looked into the biblical (Acts 20:33-38) connection and found “Why Givers
are Blessed.” They are freed from greed; they are being conformed to Jesus; they have
enduring relationships with others; and lastly will reap eternal
rewards.
When we consider the amazing results of our mites, the outreach they facilitate
through Christ, and our service to others; we are truly blessed givers. Because of
your faithful mite-giving, we have sent a $4,000 grant to Camp Courage: A Place
of Hope and Healing. Cam p Cour age is a Vacation B ible Sch ool-style
program that uses Bible stories, skits, crafts, games, journal writing, and disaster
preparedness exercises to help children gain spiritual tools and practical tips to deal
with their fears, find relief from stress, and develop coping mechanisms after
being impacted by traumatic community events. The program was written by a
Lutheran educator with 30 years of experience, and it was reviewed by pastors,
clinical psychologists, and social workers before being made available for
congregational use.
“Even though we don’t realize that children are affected, they hear their parents talking and they see it on
the news,” said the Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, director of LCMS Disaster Response. “The whole purpose of
Camp Courage is to bring God’s comfort, reminding children that God is with them at every step of the
way.”

Faith Like a Mustard Seed
The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for the
observation of LWML Sunday, but it may be celebrated at any time.
“Faith Like a Mustard Seed” is the theme for LWML Sunday 2019,
based on Jesus’ words in Luke 17:6 that faith as small as a mustard
seed can move a mulberry tree.
We may long for a greater and more heroic faith, but what about the
faith we have right now? LWML Sunday 2019 celebrates the power
of a daily walk with Jesus to transform lives and multiply disciples.
Little faith or great, there are mulberry trees to be moved!
2019 LWML Sunday materials, authored by Rev. Dr. Dean
Nadasdy, as well as promotional materials, are available on the
LWML website for download. To ensure availability and delivery,
all LWML Sunday orders should be placed before September 1,
2019. (All worship and devotional materials have received approval
from LCMS Doctrinal Review.)

If anyone you know is attending an LCMS university and intending to go into
full-time work in the church, make sure they get an application for our LWML
District scholarships. Applications can be found on the LWML Montana
District website, by requesting one from Scholarship Chairman Edee Anderson,
or through any LWML society. Applications are due September 30 for the 2019
scholarships and should be sent to Edee (see page 12 for contact information).

Treasurer’s Notes
by Carol Holste, Treasurer
The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest” (Exodus 33:14 NIV).

Vacation
The word conjures up all sorts of ideas - summer, school is out, family reunions,
traveling, beaches, swimming, camps, hiking, and lots of R & R. And, yes, all
those words will be a part of my family's summer. We are looking forward to
getting out of our daily routine and enjoying many varied activities.
How fortunate we are that God has blessed us with His beautiful creation
and good health to enjoy. As we take a break from daily routines, let's not
forget that God is always present and will be with us no matter whether we
are home or travel hundreds of miles from home.
As we thank God for the gifts we have received, we continue to share God's
goodness and answer His call to love and serve others with joyful hearts.
Refresh your hearts, take the promise the Lord gives us that He will be with
us always, and enjoy the warmth of summer.
Don’t forget to continue to fill your Mite Box, even during the summer months!

2019 LWML Mite Box
Below is a peek at the newest Mite Box,
unveiled at the Mobile LWML Convention.

LWML Mite Boxes
Above are a sampling of Mite Boxes
through the years (the blue and white being
the oldest from 1942).

2020 LWML Montana District Convention
April 24-26, 2020
Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Billings
Theme: “Victory Through Christ”
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57).
Keynote and Banquet Speaker: Donna Pyle
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Mark your calendars!
April 24-26, 2020
The LWML Montana District
Convention w ill be held at
Trinity Lutheran Church and
School in Billings. The theme is
“Victory Through Christ” based on 1 Cor.
15:57. Our keynote and banquet speaker will
be author Donna Pyle. The time is NOW to
make plans and join fellow
Lutheran Women in Mission
from across the state as we
come together for Bible
study, encouragement, and
fellowship. Watch for more
news in future issues!
~ Brook ~
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