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2020 LWML Montana
District Celebration
July 17-18, 2020
Billings
Theme: “Victory Through Christ”
But thanks be to
God, who gives us
the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
~ 1 Corinthians 15:57 ~

We thank the SouthEastern Zone for hosting our District Celebration and
being flexible when we postponed and then shortened our time together.
Thanks also are extended to Trinity Lutheran Church in Billings who
graciously welcomed us to the use of their facilities.
Many were unable to attend due to the coronavirus, but we were able to
post much of what happened on the LWML Montana District website at
www.mtdistrictlwml.org. The beauty of technology allowed us to meet
virtually, as well as face-to-face. In addition, presentations and videos
are also provided on the website. Access it all by clicking on the “2020
Victory Celebration” button on the right side of the home page.

2020-2022 LWML Montana District Elections
President: Pam Kercher
Vice President of Christian Life: Brook Gerard
Vice President of Gospel Outreach: Marjorie O’Rourke
Nominating Committee Chairman: Shari Miller
Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Daniel Keinath

Thank you to all who consented to have their name on the ballot.

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Blake Marshall, Senior Counselor
Peace and grace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Welcome, new
LWML BOD members, and God’s blessing to those departing members.
Ecclesiastes is wisdom literature from the Word of God.
King Solomon’s inspired word from God speaks to our
present day, like all Holy Scripture. What is Solomon
illustrating about the things this temporal world and
temporal life have compared to the glorious joy awaiting
the Christian in the resurrection and eternal life?
8 All

things are full of weariness; a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 9 What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what
will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there a thing of which it is said, “See, this is
new”? It has been already in the ages before us. 11 There is no remembrance of former things, nor will
there be any remembrance of later things yet to be among those who come after (Ecclesiastes 1:8-11 ESV).
We, baptized children of God, are weary, beaten-up, exhausted and burned-out. All
our labor is toil. Yes, that is the curse from the fall in the garden: 17b “‘You shall not
eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days
of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to
the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall
return” (Genesis 3:17b-19 ESV).
This curse is not the original intent of God the Father, the creator of the heavens and
the earth, but is the result of sin and rebellion. We are weary, as Solomon states, not
because God hates His creation, but because of sin’s result. Our toil and weariness
increase because we endlessly seek to satisfy our desires; those things pleasing to the eye of our
blackened hearts. We look everywhere except to our Maker and Redeemer, God the Father, who has
satisfied the wrath of the curse of all creation in His Son, Jesus Christ.
Solomon, through the inspired Word of God, speaks this truth as he writes, What has
been is what will be (toiling, weariness, endless wanting with no satisfaction, the
garden curse), and what has been done is what will be done (Ecclesiastes 1:9 ESV).
Wow, God’s creation is stuck with the garden curse! There is nothing new under the
sun in this fallen creation that God did not know before He created it or as He sees
the end of time. The condition of this temporal world today is no surprise—well, at
least not to God the Father.
Just as Solomon illustrates the evil wickedness of this fallen
world because of God’s garden curse, He also affirms and assures God’s creation of
the promise also given in the garden (I like to call it the “Garden Promise”) that all
things will be made anew in the seed, the offspring, of the woman, Eve. And the
L+,- God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them
(Genesis 3:21 ESV). This was the first sacrifice for sin, pointing to the Messiah who
would be conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary,
who would suffer and die in our place for the redemption of all
creation in order to completely fulfill the Law and the demands of
God the Father. This is Good News in the midst of the suffering and
trials of a broken and sinful creation.
For the baptized child of God, temporal suffering in a temporal world is indeed Good News.
Your name is written in the Lamb’s book of life, and God’s name is written on your forehead.
His Word is in and upon your heart, as the blackness of sin was washed away with the blood
of the Lamb, purifying and replacing sinful desires with godly obedience, which is love for
God and neighbor. Good News today for you! Amen.

District President
Shari Miller
2016-2020
 Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation.
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

LWML Montana District
Convention Themes over 78 Years
Since September 30, 1942, Lutheran women of
Montana have met in conventions every two years
to conduct business, have Bible study, listen to
mission speakers, and enjoy fellowship with one
another.
The LWML women of Montana Serve The Lord
With Gladness in response to the salvation
and new life we have in Christ Jesus. We
Have Seen The Lord and have been Saved
to Serve. We pray: “Let this service to the
Lord Begin With Me right where I am and
right now. Who knows but God has placed
me where I am For Such A Time As This.”
Together and individually, we can Labor
With More Love, serving God and others. We
learn the Good News of Jesus in His Word.
Through Baptism, the Spirit creates a living and
saving faith in us, a sacred Space for Christ. As the
Spirit grows that faith and gives us the power to
share our faith, we are led to see that Our Mission
IS Mission. We take to heart Jesus’ words Even So
Send I You. We believe that God’s Word Turns
Me On to Shout JOY! Share LOVE!
Together in Christ, bolstered by our Freedom in
Christ, we pray Lift Me Up Lord. Sowing and
Growing we spread the Word,
confident that our Lord will bless our
witness and send us Showers of
Blessings. His Name Proclaim as To
God Be The Glory when we praise and
Sing To The Lord. The Spirit motivates us to
Arise – Go! proclaiming the seeds of His Word that
are Sown In Grace – Water The World.
We are In Step With The Spirit and are Cross
Stitched by God’s Design to Walk In The Light of

Jesus. We are Free In Christ, yet Compelled By
Christ’s Love, to share The Lord Jesus Christ –
Our Hope, as we Rise! Shine! in our communities
and into all the world. Our confession is built On
his Rock that Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord.
Lift Up Your Eyes … to the Lord and Stand Firm
in your faith. Jesus gives the hope of everlasting
life and we hope for the day we are Eternally
Refreshed.
Nurturing Faith in Christ through Word
and Sacraments, the Spirit motivates us to
take the saving message to the entire world.
Our prayer is that Every Tongue Confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God
the Father. We look with hope to eternal life
in our Lord Jesus Christ and celebrate and
proclaim our Victory Through Christ!
2020-2024 LWML Montana
District President Pam Kercher
has held almost every position at
the local, zone, and district levels
of LWML. On the national level,
she has been on the Board of
Directors, Nominating and
Mission Servants Committees,
and the 2017 LWML Convention
Creative Enhancements
Coordinator. She was the Host
Committee Co-Chairman at the 2020 LWML
Montana District Convention. Welcome, Pam.
God’s blessings as you serve Him!
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and might and
honor and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12)
In our Victorious Savior’s joy,

Convention Speakers
Author Donna (Pyle) Snow joined us as our Keynote Speaker via video. She reminded
us of the victory that we have in Jesus. Donna shared: “We may not feel very victorious as we
look around us in the United States, or in our community, or even in our
homes as we struggle with isolation and loneliness. But 1 Corinthians
15:57 tells us that beyond a coronavirus, beyond racial wounds, beyond
any isolation or loneliness, the truth of God’s Word tells us that we have
victory in Christ.” Following her talk on Saturday morning, conventiongoers were able to thank Donna for her work via telephone. Praise God
for technology!
Donna has authored over 30 Bible studies and magazine articles and travels throughout the
United States and internationally to teach from Scripture at conferences and retreats. She
was the Bible study leader at the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile.

LWML Gift Planning Counselor Carol von Soosten joined us via
video with useful information about the LWML Gifts of Love program. She
reminded us that most Christians don't have a charitable plan for when the
Lord calls them to heaven and may be unsure where to start. Carol says she is
ready to help you put your wishes on paper to care for your family and impact
ministry. LWML offers this free, professional assistance you can trust. Contact
her at carol.vonsoosten@lfnd.org or call 800-741-4138.

LWML Meeting Manager Arlene Naasz joined us in person from South Dakota and
shared the latest news about LWML. We were encouraged to continue to support the
2019-2021 Mission Grants voted on at the Mobile Convention.

Among Arlene’s favorite Bible passages is her confirmation verse from John 14:27: Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
Mites in Action Speaker Rev. John Vallie is the pastor of the Eastern Montana
Tri-Parish of Trinity Lutheran in Plentywood, Trinity Lutheran in Wolf Point, and Faith
Lutheran in Glasgow. He talked about the 2018-2020 mission grant ($4,000) given to
these churches to implement and update their streaming video equipment. We learned
that this streaming video allows a “pastoral presence” to the infirm and housebound
members, as well as reaching a great expanse of sparsely populated areas.
LWML Heart-to-Heart Sister Leader Bridget Michel shared information about
this LWML program with the convention body. She handed out bookmarks, too!
We learned a little more about Orphan Grain Train from Vice President Susan Sweatman and via video.
Lutheran Church-Extension Fund Representative Jeff Snyder talked to us via video.

www.mtdistrictlwml.org
is the place to visit for all the information about the
2020 LWML Montana District Celebration.
All presentations, videos, the convention manual, and
a video of the celebration will be available on
the website by early August.
Check out these virtual convention opportunities.

2020-2022 Mission Goal
$56,000
2020-2022 LWML Montana District
Mission Grants

Wearing

Scholarships for Montana Students at LCMS Schools

$3,000

CLET: Growing Shepherd Pastors – Togo, Africa

$2,500

Evangelism Outreach Resources – Spain

$1,800

Little Lambs Christian Preschool – Ronan, Montana

$2,000

Over-The-Counter Medications, Food and Clothing Co-op
Fort Wayne, Indiana

$2,500

Making Jesus Known in U.S. Ethnic Communities

$2,000

Manitoba Mission Sending the Gospel North

$2,000

Muddy Cluster “Building for the Kingdom”

$3,000

Nutrition Center Transformation at
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch

$2,100

Training to BOLDLY Declare Y’shua as
Messiah in Israel

$2,500

FACE MASKS and SOCIAL DISTANCING
were part of our Victory Celebration!
Many of the masks were handmade and quite beautiful. Thanks to all who
followed all building use guidelines, as we navigated our way through the
coronavirus pandemic.

Gifts from the Heart
Independence Hall
Donations of Socks, Toiletry Items, Warm Clothing, Food, and Coffee were collected.

Billings Public School Homeless Teen Program
Gift Cards, $25 or under, were donated.

Orphan Grain Train
Layette Kits and Other Assorted Items were loaded onto the truck.

Convention Servant Event
Volunteers from the SouthEastern Zone assembled 40 backpacks
ahead of time for distribution at the Adullam House, a transitional
home that provides assistance for previously incarcerated persons.
Toiletry items (full size), towels, washcloths, socks, and
the like were put inside each backpack.
Thanks to all the volunteers.
I praise God for the dedicated women and men of
the LWML Montana District Board of Directors. I say a
fond farewell to these outgoing elected officers: Vice
President of Christian Life Sonja Reeves, Vice President
of Gospel Outreach Kathleen Scott, and Pastoral
Counselor Rev. Kyle Whaley. They have served faithfully throughout their fouryear terms. Rev. Whaley has even served the LWML in Montana for seven years.
Our elected Nominating Committee Chairman Pam Kercher successfully
completed her two-year term.
I thank God for those who have served in two-year appointed positions,
including Archivist-Historian Marjorie O’Rourke, Corresponding Secretary Janice
Witt, Financial Secretary Barb Kohs, Montana Missive Editor Brook Gerard,
Scholarship Chairman Edee Anderson, Structure Chairman Myrt White, and
Young Woman Chairman Emy Stueve. Webmaster Stephanie Edgar continued
her work for the District even from Florida! The Zone Presidents have also
brought a wealth of experience to our team. My prayers continue for the
remaining officers and those who are appointed or re-appointed, that they
continue to serve the Lord with gladness!

President Shari Miller (2016-2020)

Historic District Elections!
Elections were held by mail and the votes tallied for district officers,
mission grants, bylaws, and pastoral counselors on July 9, 2020.
A big thank you to the Tellers Committee: Chairman Janice Witt,
Michal Delgado, Valerie Martin, Gail Pletcher,
Barb Schneidenbach, and Christine Wallace.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Is someone in your congregation planning full-time work as a
Pastor, DCE, Deaconess, or Teacher?
Are they attending an LCMS school?
Give them the scholarship application from the district LWML’s website,
or contact Edee Anderson for information.
Applications due September 30, 2020.
Send application to Edee Anderson, address in Montana Missive.

Watch Party!
A Watch Party is a group of people who meet in-person or through
video to experience an event together. A Watch Party can build
community and encourage fellow sisters in Christ. Groups could be
as small as two or as large as twenty (or however many current
guidance allows).
Did you have to miss the LWML Montana District Celebration held in Billings, July 17-18? Many
women did because of the coronavirus pandemic issues. Would you like to watch all that happened?
Webmaster Stephanie Edgar has been busily preparing to have all presentations and a video of all
proceedings available on our LWML Montana District website. You can experience Donna (Pyle)
Snow’s presentation just for the women in Montana over and over.
The convention manual, worship folder, and two Bible studies will be
available. You can experience via video some of the presenters and
those that were with us in person. Learn about the mission grants that
our district has voted to support in 2020-2022. The possibilities are
endless!
If you have the technology skills, be the one to host a Watch Party sometime soon. Plan your time
together with your sisters in Christ, and even have wrapped snacks available. Celebrate!

LWML Montana District 2020 Convention Offerings
The LWML Montana District Convention was held even though times were a bit
different for us during the pandemic. The convention was a shortened version of what
was normally done, but was a wonderful celebration of our “Victory through Christ.”
Many thanks to all the attendees who generously contributed to the special offerings
and also a thank you to the societies and LWML members that were unable to attend,
but sent contributions.
The following are the total amounts that I have receipted for the designated offerings
and for registration refunds donated back for the Mission Goal:
♦
♦
♦

Montana Missionaries in Foreign Fields: $1,570
LWML Montana District 2020-2022 Mission Goal: $1,737.61
Registration Refunds donated to the
LWML Montana District 2020-2022 Mission Goal: $1,570

A reminder that individual contributions can be mailed directly to me if you
are not having meetings and I will notify your society treasurer of the amount
given. Many societies are displaying a large Mite Box with several small Mite
Boxes in their narthex so that members are reminded to gather their mites,
even if there are no meetings.
Thanks and praise be to God from whom all blessing flow enabling us to
share our blessings with others. Let us continue to celebrate our “Victory
Through Christ” and “Serve the Lord with Gladness!”

Barb Kohs
Financial Secretary

DISTRICT FALL RETREAT NEWS
The leaves crinkling in the air, the crisp smell of changing seasons, and togetherness … even if
we have to experience it virtually! We can all agree that 2020 has been a rollercoaster ride so
far! In light of this uncertainty, we are going to put a different spin on our fall retreats as well.
Our theme this year is “But God, What If … ?” and we are inviting you to join in the fun of a fall
retreat in whatever manner you feel comfortable. We will post the retreat Bible study led by
Rev. Marshall and devotions led by Rev Keinath, and we will even get to do a fun craft! I pray
you will be able to gather in groups, but if not, know that we are all with you wherever you are!
WHAT:
WHEN:
WHERE:
TIME:
HOW:

Fall Retreat
After September 28
Your home or society gathering place
TBD
Via the LWML Montana District website
www.mtdistrictlwml.org

Brook Gerard
Vice President of Christian Life

Suggested At-Home Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add to your Mite Box as you thank God for each blessing in your life.
Make a card or send email encouragement to your pastor, thanking him for proclaiming God’s Word faithfully.
Make cards or write notes of encouragement for missionaries, homebound people, college students, and those
in care facilities.
Call friends who need to chat.
Volunteer to pick up groceries for a health compromised or
elderly neighbor.
Volunteer to set up a technology challenged friend or neighbor so
they can watch various church services online and get grocery
store or food delivery.
Make face masks. Download a pattern you like from the internet. Give the masks to local friends and family or
donate where needed. These need to be of tightly woven fabric. Blue shop towels are excellent to use for this.
Organize an event for the children in the neighborhood while practicing social distancing, such as a scavenger
hunt, parade, or sidewalk chalk drawing.
Make a meal to drop off on someone's porch: a family laid off due to economic
downturn, an elderly neighbor, a shut-in from church, or the family of a healthcare
worker working long and stressful hours — call ahead.
Orphan Grain Train Special Projects: www.ogt.org/special-projects.
Lutheran World Relief Quilts and Kits: lwr.org/quilts-and-kits.

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care
Benevolent, that’s what the women of the LWML Montana District are, indeed! The
results of the 2020 Lutheran World Relief Drive and the convention
ingathering for Orphan Grain Train (OGT), as well as the Gifts from the Heart, are
proof positive that LWML women from across our state have a true vision of human
need.
Gifts from the Heart: Each society was invited to make a quilt for the
Independence Hall Veteran’s Home. The need was for 22 quilts as that is the number of
vets that go through their program at a time. The quilts were beautiful beyond description.
Many other items were collected for the Vet’s Home (coffee, socks, clothing, and
toiletries). Fourteen more quilts were made over the 22 and these are stored at
Trinity Lutheran to distribute to the Home as needed. We also collected $825 in
gift cards to be distributed to the homeless students at the three Billings high
schools.
Every society was also invited to make layette kits for Orphan Grain Train, with
an estimated 87 layettes donated. Truck and car loads of soft goods, which
included over 100 quilts, Mercy Kits, and even a few bicycles, were transferred to
the OGT truck, thanks to many of our ladies who were outside in the heat to help.
The OGT truck came to us from Grand Island, Nebraska, with Ron Pinn driving,
accompanied by his wife Patsy. On Saturday morning the half-filled truck
departed for Norfolk, Nebraska. Thank you Montana Lutheran Women in
Mission for your benevolent giving.
The results are not in yet for the July 11, 2020, Lutheran World Relief Drive. My
husband and I were in Missoula to help load there and we were amazed to see
the amount of donations. The semi-truck was quickly loaded and was on the road to
Belgrade for a second pick-up earlier than expected. Thank you to all of you who did the paperwork. Thank
you, too, for using the 2018 Montana Manual labels and report pages.
Thank you to all of our Zone Human Care Chairmen for getting out the word about using current forms
and labels. The success of the drive depends a lot on their work.
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). To God be the glory!

Gospel Outreach Committee
by Kathy Scott, Vice President of Gospel Outreach
It has been an honor and privilege to hold this office the past four years. I have noted
the many possibilities for outreach that is ongoing both in our past, present, and
future, as we spread and share the Gospel's Good News with overwhelming
enthusiasm and numerous contacts. May we continue to be blessed
with many caring, outreaching possibilities for sharing the comfort,
peace, strength, and blessings Christ provides the sisters of LWML!
Welcome to Marjorie O’Rourke who will now serve in the position. Marjorie has previously served in Montana as District Archivist-Historian and Divide Zone President. She
brings many years of experience and organizational skills to this office. Thank you,
Marjorie, for your willingness to serve.

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA
District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404.

Christian Life
by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Christian Life
What a time of growth the last four years have been! I would like to thank
President Shari and the entire BOD for your friendship and mentorship.
Heeding the Lord’s call to serve the LWML Montana District has forever changed
my service in His Kingdom and provided a lot of direction.
I would also like to thank all the ladies of the District. Your friendship and
support have been such a blessing from God. I pray that you all continue to grow
spiritually in your walk with the Lord and that I will see you for many years to come as
we serve the Lord with gladness!
Your new Vice President of Christian Life is Brook Gerard. I have gotten to know Brook
over the past four years on the BOD. She is very inspiring and will be a blessing to you
all as she fills this role on the BOD.

Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources

Your Montana District Board of Directors has decided that due to the increase of covid-19 cases, this
year’s in-person Fall Retreats will be cancelled. Our decision was not easy. However, though we will not
have the fellowship in person with our sisters in Christ at the camps, we will be having a “mini-retreat
package” for you posted on the Montana District website, www.mtdistrictlwml.org. Our theme is “But
God, What If … ?” It will include a devotion “Be Happy, Don’t Worry.” The material is very appropriate
for our lives as Christians right now in today’s world. You will be able to print out the materials to share
with your society, Bible study group, or even virtually if that is available to you. You will be able to be
comfortable in your location and social distance as needed. It will be a shortened version of our usual
weekend. It will include a Bible study led by Rev. Marshall and a devotion led by Rev. Keinath, our
Pastoral Counselors. We will even provide a Servant Event and ice breaker! The Bible study and
devotion will be recorded at the LWML Montana District BOD meeting and the entire mini-retreat
package will be available for your use and viewing on the Montana District website after September 28.
Watch our District website for more information as it becomes available. God is so good to us! 1 Peter
5:7 tells us, Give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares about you. God’s richest blessings to
each and every one of you!

Nominating Committee
by Pam Kercher, Nominating Committee Chairman
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms (1 Peter 4:10).
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce to you our new
Nominating Committee Chairman Shari Miller. This servant is no
stranger to leadership in our district and also on the national level. She
has served as District President and has had the opportunity to see and meet many
women in our district. She will be able to call upon them to serve in different leadership
roles in the future. Shari currently serves as the News Editor for the Lutheran Woman’s
Quarterly and regularly writes articles and Bible studies for the LWQ. It will be my joy
to serve with Shari on the District Board of Directors.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Invites you to the

39th Biennial Convention
Thursday, June 24–Sunday, June 27, 2021
Rupp Arena • Lexington, Kentucky

Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:1–2).

Young Women
by Emy Stueve, Young Woman Chairman
Calling Young Women!
Are you a young woman who:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Loves serving the Lord with gladness!
Wants to empower other young women to grow in their faith
Wants to be active in the LWML and encourage others to do the same
Will be between the ages of 22-35 on June 27, 2021
Likes to have fun
Would enjoy an all-expense paid trip to Lexington, Kentucky

If this describes you, then you may be interested in being our next
Young Woman Representative at the LWML Convention, June 24-27, 2021.
Contact Emy Stueve for an application and to chat about all the amazing opportunities
and activities or visit our website at www.mtdistrictlwml.org.
Emy Stueve: 406-459-1486, emy.stueve@gmail.com
HURRY! Deadline for applications is OCTOBER 31, 2020.
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Mark your calendars!
September 2020
The LWML Montana
District will post a
virtual fall retreat
centered around the
theme, “But God, What If … ?” on our district
website, www.mtdistrictlwml.org. Get your
local group together and enjoy the materials
that will be provided on the
website for this retreat.
Spend a morning or an
afternoon together. Study
God’s Word and enjoy
fellowship with sisters in
Christ.
~ Brook ~
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