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Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:1–2).

Convention Goal
Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and
proclaim the joy of the Lord.

Convention Objectives
Convention attendees will:
• Focus on Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament.
• Joyfully celebrate our salvation with song and prayer.
• Serve our neighbors through witness and mission.

Convention Logo Explanation
The convention logo incorporates the shape of the last letter of the Greek
alphabet, Omega, and makes reference to the passage from Scripture, “I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end”
(Revelation 22:13). The symbol is shaped like a horseshoe, which is
appropriate, as horses are a large part of the Kentucky culture.
Ancient Greeks awarded horseshoe-shaped laurel wreaths to victors of
competitions. In our logo, the laurel wreath symbolizes our victory in Christ.
The banner was a method of announcing an official proclamation. Our banner proclaims that we are “Running the
Race ... Looking to Jesus.” Visit www.lwml.org for the latest convention updates and details.

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Blake Marshall, Senior Counselor
And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature and
in favor with God and men (Luke 2:52 ESV).
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Epiphany is the season of the Church Year revealing the Child,
an infant lying in a manger in a stable, in humble estate. This is
the Son of God, divine and the Son of man, flesh and blood. The
church paraments are green, representing our growth as the Gospel readings depict
Jesus revealing Himself as God coming in human flesh for our salvation, so that we
may grow in the truth and knowledge of God’s love given for us for life. The year 2020
was unusual and challenging, to say the least. Did you grow in wisdom and stature and
in favor with God and men?
Advent began the new Church Year of 2021. On November 29, 2020, we, the Church, began the
preparation for the second Advent of the infant as Johann Gerhard describes in Sacred Meditations:
“He was born in the darkness of the night, who came as the true light to illumine the darkness of
the world. He who is the true food of our souls is laid in a manger [a feed box]. He is born in
Bethlehem, the house of bread, who brought with Himself from heaven the bread of life for our
souls. He is the first and only-begotten of His mother here on earth, who according to His divine
nature is the first and only-begotten of His Father in heaven. He is born poor and needy that He
might prepare the riches of heaven for us. He is born in a modest stable, that He might lead us back
to the royal palace of His Father in heaven. He is sent from heaven as the messenger of redemptive
grace, because no one on earth knew its exceeding greatness.”
[Meditation XIV. The Mystery of the Incarnation.]

The year 2020 is behind you. Grow in wisdom and stature and in
favor with God and man. Growth comes through Jesus Christ the
infant, God and man, who advanced in wisdom and stature and in
favor with God and men. He was the perfect, sinless, God incarnate
in the flesh of man, who ultimately hung dying on a cross, receiving
and experiencing the full wrath, judgment, and punishment of God
for the rebellion and sin of His creatures. Jesus, the Christ, was
judged and put to death not for His rebellion, crimes, and sin, but
your rebellion, crimes, and sin. He was buried with your original cause of death. Then He rose glorified
in the resurrection, with a glorified resurrected body, a visible verification of God’s promises to you
through your Baptism, a new purified, perfect body to reign with God for all eternity.
Growth comes from forgiveness, mercy, and grace given to you in the Son of God and the Son of Man,
reconciling you to the Father. Through this gift of love and reconciliation, grow in forgiveness, mercy,
and grace toward your neighbors as you engage them in their times of need, suffering, and trial in this
temporal life.
Growth and promise are created for you and in you by the promised Holy Spirit, who came to dwell in
you at the baptismal font. The Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of truth, wisdom and knowledge, teaches
you the words, works and deeds of the God-man, Jesus Christ.
A peace is given that is not of this temporal world, a peace that passes all
understanding. This is a true peace that you cling to in a time of frightening
uncertainty in this sinful fallen world, which continues to spin out of control faster
and faster every day, with its worries and despair closing in around us. I’ll close with
the apostle Paul’s words in Philippians 4:7-9:
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

President’s Notes
by Pam Kercher, District President

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Blessed to Serve Others
There are varieties of service, but the same Lord (1 Corinthians 12:5).
Have you ever thought that serving others can be a blessing to yourself, as well as,
those you are serving. Listed below are ten wonderful blessings I feel we can receive
from serving:
1. Serving others gives you purpose.
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others (Philippians 2:4).
2. Serving others gives you more joy.
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with
joy in your presence (Acts 2:28).
3. Serving others connects you to others.
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the
Day drawing near (Hebrews 10:24-25).
4. Serving others shows you what following Jesus is about.
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many” (Mark 10:45).
5. Serving others allows you to join in what God is doing.
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
6. Serving others gives you an avenue to use your gifts.
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of
God's varied grace (1 Peter 4:10).
7. Serving gets your focus off yourself.
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35).
8. Serving others teaches you humility.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up (James 4:10).
9. Serving others allows you to make a true difference in another
person's life.
“Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from
you” (Matthew 5:42).
10. Serving others advances the Kingdom of God.
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).
I pray that you have the wonderful opportunity to serve in 2021.
We may have to do it “out of the box,” but the opportunity is always there.
I look forward to Serving Him With You.

Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
New Year’s greetings in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! I pray this finds you
warm, safe and wrapped in the comfort of our celebration of Christmas. As
winter’s chills come upon us, let’s brighten our shortened days by staying
connected with one another.
Have you looked at the LWML national website recently? There is a link to “resources during covid-19”
on the home page (see also page 11 for an excerpt). There you will find ways to stay connected and
grow in HIS Word. Do you have the LWML app on your phone or email? It gets your day started with
a Mustard Seed message! You might see a service project to do or a Bible study to brighten someone
else’s day! Our Montana District website also has wonderful resources and a link to the national
website. Have you listened to the BOD Retreat Bible study yet? Have you thought about a Zoom get
together? There are many ways that we can continue to “Serve the Lord with Gladness” and yet stay
connected! Seek and you will find!
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the Fall Retreats of
2021! We have reserved the Trinity Lutheran Camp at
Bigfork for the West, and the Mountain Top Retreat in
Bozeman for the East! They both will be held the weekend
of September 17-19, 2021! Mark your calendar!
I leave you with this parting thought: There are not too many
Christmas gifts that last a lifetime. But God’s gift of His Son
gives us a lifetime of grace now, and an eternal lifetime of
glory to come!
Blessings!

What is going on in LWML?
www.mtdistrictlwml.org is the place to visit for the latest news
and updates. The home page contains district convention information,
seasonal devotional articles, updates on our district mission grants,
and a calendar of upcoming events.
There is a link that takes you directly to the LWML website
(www.lwml.org) where you can learn even more about the
resources that LWML has to offer, as well as the
most up-to-date information.

The LWML Montana District website is truly
the “one-stop” place to go!

Gospel Outreach
by Marjorie O’Rourke, Vice President of Gospel Outreach

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Mary and Martha LWML ladies of
Mount Olive Lutheran, Billings, recently
completed their project of making 640
“Witness Bracelets” for MOST (Mission
Opportunities Short Term) Ministries.
The bracelets consist of seven colored
beads threaded on a strip of leather
lacing. The Witness Bracelet is a popular and effective evangelism tool that MOST Ministries teams use
on the mission field. The bracelet helps to explain the Gospel message to people who are eager to learn
about Jesus.
The meaning of each bead is:
Clear – God is invisible, pure, and holy
Gray – We are separated from God by our sin
Red – Because God loves us, He sacrificed His Son, Jesus, for our sin
White – Now God sees us as righteous, pure, and forgiven of sin
Blue – We are welcomed into the family of God through Baptism
Green – We read the Bible; pray to grow in faith and disciple others
Yellow – We will receive the crown of eternal life
This was an easy project that our ladies enjoyed doing. The cost of the beads
and lacing was funded by a Thrivent Action Team grant. Collecting used
eyeglasses is an on-going project of the group. A total of 405 pair of glasses
and sunglasses have been sent to MOST Ministries to be recycled and used in
their eyeglass clinics throughout the world.

Christian Life
By Brook Gerard, Vice President of Christian Life

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2020 has certainly been tumultuous and yet still filled with blessings. Even today the
world around us is filled with fear, anxiety and unrest. Through it all we know that we
can lean on the Lord and He will provide. In the last edition of the Missive, I wrote
about prayer. While doing my daily devotion from The Portals of Prayer over breakfast
and my first cup of coffee, this theme continues to resonate with me. I’d like to share one devotion that
struck me especially in preparing for Christmas.
Room for a Blessing
The town of Bethlehem was bustling with the activity of the census. When travel-weary Mary and Joseph
arrived, they needed a place to stay. They found shelter in the most unlikely of places. Those around them
did not know how God was working in the midst of this situation. They did not know that the young
couple who came among them were the earthly parents of the Son of God. They did not know that the baby
to be born would be the Savior of the entire world. They did not know that the long-expected Messiah was
about to arrive.
Centuries earlier, King David had told the people of Jerusalem to open the gates and receive the presence
of the Lord. Too often, we are downcast because of our sins and worries. The gates to our hearts are closed
to God because of all the busyness in our lives.
God uses our downcast hearts, our closed gates, and our tough times to accomplish His life-giving plans
for us. Paul reminds us in Romans 8 that God works all things together for good. We thank God that, as
He enters our bustling and sometimes broken lives, something unexpectedly beautiful occurs.
[Portals of Prayer (October-December 2020), December 21, 2020, © Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri.]

Ladies, I cannot wait to see where God leads us in 2021 and I look forward to serving with you.
Please plan to join us for rallies, retreats, and conventions!

Scholarship Committee
by Edee Anderson, Scholarship Committee Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

During 2020 LWML Montana District awarded one Scholarship Grant to Amber
Reiner a member at Creston Lutheran near Kalispell. Amber is in her second year
of study at Concordia in Austin, Texas. She plans to become a Director of
Christian Education with emphasis in outdoor camp settings.
This past year we only had one application for our scholarship. Please
encourage our youth to consider a career in full time work for their Lord,
as a teacher, Pastor, DCE, Deaconess, or in Music Ministry.
Application deadline for the 2021 LWML Scholarships is September 30,
2021. If you know of a student in one of the LCMS schools and planning
a career in full time church work, send them an application. The
application can be found on the LWML Montana District website, or
contact Edee Anderson to have an application mailed or emailed to
them.

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2021 has a real hopeful ring
Leaving 2020 behind makes most of our hearts sing.
We can be glad that God is immutable, He never changes
As He stays by our side, keeping us grounded and sharing
as did the granges.
So much to anticipate as we get back to work
after a holiday break
Gathering kit items, collecting our mites, making quilts,
so many ways to serve, make no mistake.
I learned just today that LWML has its own App now and it’s a free download for us all
Which will help us to get and stay connected winter, spring, summer, and fall.
If you are new to LWML you can become better acquainted
By checking out this new App, the mission there is clearly painted.
Of course, my main focus is the May 8, 2021 LWR Drive
And, working together, on its success all of us can thrive.
With pick up locations the same as last year and truckers the same
From North Dakota, clear across Montana they came.
We are so blessed to have a system set up so easy to navigate
And we flex to accommodate each other all across the state.
Can’t thank each one of you enough for the effort you make
To provide for the less fortunate as of your goodness many advantage take.
Don’t you often wonder what your life would be like if you didn’t know from whence
life’s provision would come?
The “Good Lord” provides for all not just for some.
As we enter the New Year, 2021, let’s give out a shout of praise
For God doesn’t skip a beat and we’re left to serve Him all of our days.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Malachi 3:6: I am the Lord, I do not change ...
Hebrews 13:8: Jesus Christ, the same, yesterday, today and forever.
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Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404.

Nominating Committee
by Shari Miller, Nominating Committee Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do you know of a potential or “blooming” leader in your local LWML group or zone?
Look for the following qualities that LEADERSHIP requires. Contact me or be prepared to
nominate that woman for a position of leadership in your local group, zone, or on the
district level. We need good leaders!

L ove unconditionally – Matthew 22:37-39
E nvision exceptionally – Proverbs 29:18
A ffirm continuously – 1 Thessalonians 5:11
D iscipline with determination – 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
E nergize others enthusiastically – Proverbs 3:5-6
R isk faith-CDEE-y – Matthew 14:28-32
S erve selflessly – Ephesians 6:7
H ope relentlessly – Isaiah 40:31
I magine immeasurably – 1 Corinthians 2:9
P ray persistently – 1 Thessalonians 5:17
Matthew 22:37-39: 37And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

38 This

Proverbs 29:18:

18 Where

1 Thessalonians 5:11:

there is no prophetic vision the people are discouraged, but blessed is he who keeps the law.

11 Therefore

encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

24 Do

1 Corinthians 9:24-27:
you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.
25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run
aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself
should be disqualified.
Proverbs 3:5-6: 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make straight your paths.
Matthew 14:28-32: 28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter
got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried
out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
Ephesians 6:7: 7rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man …
Isaiah 40:31: 31 but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.
1 Corinthians 2:9: 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for
those who love him …”
1 Thessalonians 5:17:

17 pray

without ceasing …

(Adapted by 2005-2007 Leader Development Committee
from LWML Leadership for Tomorrow 2004.)

Shari Miller
Nominating Committee Chairman

Young Women
by Emy Stueve, Young Woman Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Calling All Young Women!
Are you a young woman who:
Loves serving the Lord with gladness
Wants to empower other young women to grow in their faith
Wants to be active in the LWML and encourage others to do
the same
Will be between the ages of 22-35 on June 30, 2021
Likes to have fun
Would enjoy an all-expense paid trip to Lexington, Kentucky
If this describes you, then you may be interested in being one of our next
Young Woman Representatives at the LWML Convention!
When:
Where:
Why:
How:

June 24-27, 2021
Lexington, Kentucky!
Don’t miss the amazing chance to learn and grow in your faith and help spread
God’s Word with everyone, everywhere!
Contact Emy Stueve for an application and to chat about all the amazing
opportunities and activities or visit our website at www.mtdistrictlwml.org.
Emy Stueve: 406-459-1486, emy.stueve@gmail.com.
HURRY! Deadline for applications has been extended.
Get yours in as soon as possible.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Adult Coloring Art
Bookmarks and Notecards available for download on the LWML website!

Devotion
On a crisp, fall day in September 1991, we got a phone call stating that we had a new granddaughter,
born the night before. Our daughter was so very excited, and when we inquired if she had decided on
a name yet, she answered, “Yes, Kiah.” Never having heard that name before, I asked, “What? Where
did you get that name?” She said, “From a book of baby names. It means ‘a season of new
beginnings,’” and quickly added, “Just wait until you see her. She looks just like a Kiah!” That name
has suited her well for twenty-two years now. And she is a blessing to all who meet her.
Our daughter was in a rehab center at the time, having relapsed as well as being pregnant. We had
just been to see her in the northern part of our state to celebrate her birthday, which was the previous
day. The counselor told us we would probably get a phone call on our way home causing us to turn
around and come back as she was due the next day. We did get home that night, but, sure enough, we
received the phone call the next morning. “New Beginnings” was the name of the part of the program
she was in, thus her new daughter’s name!
Is it not amazing how God can take what seemed, in our human eyes, a negative at first, and turn it
into a blessing of joy and beauty? And why are we so surprised at that? We are His children and
should know to trust our Abba, Father. But we don’t always “see” with clear eyes. Let us look at
Lamentations 3:19-26, particularly focusing on verses 22 and 23.
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness (NIV).
Oh, how very true! It has nothing to do with any one of us. It is because of the Lord’s great love for
us – a love we can never understand, never even fathom. We have no such love to compare with His.
And we are not consumed, His Word says. He loves us so much that He has an unconditional love for
us! His compassion for us is tender and loving, so much so that it is new every morning – not just if
He feels like it that day, but every day!
The ESV says they [His mercies] are new every morning. And that is followed by something we
should never forget, great is your faithfulness!
And so, when we have doubts, questions, or are down-hearted, let us remember to Trust in the Lord
with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5). Because Your Word
is truth, oh God; because You have compassion and faithfulness; and because of Your love for each
of us, You hear and answer our prayers, dear Lord! To this end, may we keep a strong faith and
remain close to You so that we may one day be taken from this vale of tears to a new beginning in the
heavenly mansions You have prepared for us.

New Beginnings
Written by Pam Spilker, Edinburg, Illinois
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
Reprinted from LWML website: www.lwml.org

A Time for Everything

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8:
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born,
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time
to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time
to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a
time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence,
and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.
Do these verses from Ecclesiastes describe the year 2020? With a COVID-19 pandemic, civil unrest,
economic fluctuations, job uncertainty or upheaval in working conditions, changes in education, and
disruption of church and religious activities, the world is indeed in tumultuous times!
What are we — Lutheran Women in Mission — to do? How do we stay connected to each other in
fellowship, remain connected to His Word, and continue to connect to others through service?
We carry on!
How do we accomplish that when there are national, state, or local restrictions on gathering?
We get creative!
Ways to Connect:
1. The Basics — Meetings/Gatherings May Look Different
2. Held by God’s Word: Keep Faith First
3. Inspired to Share His Gospel: Continue to Collect Mite Offerings
4. Surrounded by His Grace: Focus on Mission Service
5. Other Ways to Connect
• Hold an outdoor game night. Consider making it an intergenerational event.
• Host an event while practicing social distancing where everyone brings their favorite
beverage to enjoy while writing cards and notes of encouragement. Be creative in
naming the event such as:
 Thirsty & Thankful
 Sipping & Serving
 Coffee (or Cola) & Crafting
• Start a Christian book club. Connect via any of the ways listed on the previous
pages.
• Gather around a campfire or a fire pit for evening devotions/vespers. This works
well while social distancing. Encourage and pray for those in the group and those
unable to participate.
• Connect with LWML sisters while baking together using Zoom or other social
media. The host chooses a recipe and sends everyone the ingredients list in
advance. On the day of the bake, the host will organize the Zoom meeting and
demonstrate the method for making the recipe, while the group bakes and chats.
• Connect in God’s Creation: Check out local Lutheran or Christian camps for outdoor
group meetings, social gatherings, retreats, and recreation.
For the complete article and MORE ideas to assist you and your LWML groups to not only survive, but
to thrive, in these challenging times, search the LWML website at www.lwml.org for information on
“covid-19 resources.”
[Reprinted excerpt from LWML website, www.lwml.org.]
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