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Registration is now OPEN! 

The Lutheran Women in Mission of the 
North Wisconsin, Northern Illinois, and South Wisconsin Districts 

invite you to the 
LWML 40th Biennial Convention 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
June 22-25, 2023. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!  
The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man 

 (Psalm 33:12–13). 
 

Convention Goal 
As His children, we celebrate the Lord of the nations. 

 

Convention Objectives 
Convention attendees, understanding that we are all His children, will: 

 
•  Celebrate our Lord through Word and Sacrament. 
•  Honor God by serving our neighbors. 
•  Proclaim His message to the nations.  

www.lwml.org  



 

Counselor’s Corner 

by Rev. Larry Miller,  Junior Counselor 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What Will You Do with Your Treasure? 
 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for                
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

 

A group of people was asked, “What is the world’s greatest treasure?” Each 
person, in turn, offered an answer: the Pyramids at Giza; the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel; the gold stored at Fort Knox; Handel’s “Messiah.” How 
would you answer this query? 
 

If all these so-called treasures were suddenly no more, the world would not 
lose as much as it would if God’s Word were blotted out and its influence 
forgotten, for God’s Word is truly the world’s greatest treasure! As God’s 
people, it is surely our greatest prize as well, for it shows us Jesus, our  
Savior. 

The psalmist describes the treasure of God’s Word in numerous              
places and ways in Psalm 119.  Just a few of these statements tell us 
the Word is: 
 

� “a lamp to my feet and a light to my  path” (105);  
� “sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (103);  
� “sure” and “faithful” (86, 138);  
� “true” (142, 151);  
� and “forever” (160). 

 

These are among many descriptions in this chapter, book, and the entire Bible. 
 

What will you do with your treasure? Many people tuck their valuables away for safe keeping. Is 
that what God wants us (especially as LWMLers) to do with the treasure of His Word? I                         
certainly think not. As a high school youth (or as my friend would call them, “yout”), I played 
Peter Dennis (son of Patrick) in the final scene of the musical “Mame.” One of my favorite lines 

from the script was spoken by Mame: “Money is like manure. It doesn’t do 
any good unless you spread it around.” Is that what God wants us to do 
with the treasure of His Word?  
 

Scripture tells us we can use His Word to praise God, live full lives, know 
His grace and mercy, pray, give thanks, meditate, sing, know and                        
appreciate God’s love, grow in faith in Jesus, be His disciples, find hope for 
the future, and tell others about their Savior, with the power of the Holy 
Spirit working mightily through it! 
 

What will you do with your treasure? Please join me in “spreading it around” and together, let’s 
see what God will do with it! 

 



 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:                                                                   
The old has gone, the new is here!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
I would like to wish each of you a Happy New Year and let you know that 
each of you is in my prayers as we are blessed to be one of God’s chosen children and have 
been given wonderful gifts to serve Him where He has 
chosen for us to serve.   
 
The LWML gives us so many ways to serve and be in 
God’s Word. Released on the LWML website is the 
prayer service for 2023. It is designed for both small 
and large groups and is a great way to be in the Word 
and have fellowship with your sisters in Christ.  The 
theme is “My Soul Rejoices: A Service of Song and  
Prayer.”  The verse for the service is: But let all who 
take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy (Psalm 5:11a). 

 
In April and May this year, your Assembly of Leaders 
Team will be leading  get-togethers — one in Billings, 
another in Great Falls, and then in Missoula. We had 
such a great time learning new ways to serve and lead 
and are so excited to share it with you.   
 
Milwaukee here we come! Mark your calendars for 
the LWML Convention coming up June 22-25. Five  
delegates, two YWRs, one pastor and myself, as your 
President, will make up the Montana delegation and 
share it with you in the months following. It is my 
prayer that many of you from our district will be  
joining us under the theme “Celebrate the Lord of the 
Nations.” If you have never been to a convention, now 
is a wonderful time to attend. 
 

Please know that whatever you do for the LWML is 
greatly appreciated by all of us. May we each use our 
gifts where God has chosen us to serve, to help make 
the LWML Montana District  thrive in this New Year. 

 
 

Blessed to serve with each of you, 
 

President Pam 

President’s Notes                  
by Pam Kercher, District President 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(L to R) AOL Attendees: Lynette  
Nussbaum, Cheryl Stensrud, Pam  

Kercher, Whitney Marsh, and  
Rev. Larry Miller 

 



 

Christian Life 

by Brook Gerard, Vice President of Christian Life 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

          Thermostat or Thermometer? 
Recently I disappeared into a rabbit hole of social media and came across an interesting   
question: thermometer or a thermostat, which one are you? This question intrigued me and of 
course I couldn’t find the original snippet again to save my life, so I took to Google in search.  
Of course, I ran across several  devotions, and I would like to share one of them. First, we 
need to know the definition of these two things. 
 

First, a thermometer reflects the temperature; a thermostat sets the                
temperature. Paul urged believers not to be thermometers: Do not              
conform any longer to the pattern of this world (Romans 12:2). Jesus 
prayed that His disciples would be in the world, but not of the world, that 
they would be thermostats, not thermometers (see John 17:15-16). Do             
not merely reflect the temperature of your environment. Instead, set the                
temperature. 

 

Second, a thermostat sets the temperature because it has been touched by the                  
programmer’s hand. Paul compelled believers not to be thermometers, but to be             
thermostats programmed by the hand of God in Christ: But, be transformed by the              
renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2). This renewing of the mind is not only a quiet 
time with God, but a 24/7 renewing of our thoughts by the Spirit of Christ (see  
2 Corinthians 10:5). 
 

David said that when we delight in the Lord, He will give us the desires of our hearts 
(see Psalm 37:4). Delight means “to make pliable.” Give means “to orchestrate.” When 
we make our hearts pliable to God, He orchestrates the desires of our hearts to be the 
same as His. 
 

When the world’s temperature is fired at you with lies, bitterness, deceit, malice, pride,  
hypocrisy, coarse language, licentiousness, or laziness, don’t reflect it. Rather, renew 
your mind with the touch of the Programmer’s hand, and set the temperature with 
Christ. 
 

Finally, a thermostat tests and approves the temperature in its environment. Paul             
summarized: Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is (Romans 
12:2). How do you know whether a thought is God’s will? First, test the temperature and 
then only approve it if it is consistent with the Bible — God’s Word for our lives. If not, 
set the climate by responding to the touch of the Programmer’s hand as your                         
temperature for Christ increases.  

— From Restoration Road with Mitch Kruse 
 

We can all agree that the Lord sets the thermostat in everything we do — including 
the weather, which has been a swinging pendulum and not something we are used to 
for this particular season of the year. Personally, I don’t mind the nice weather now 
because I can get some outside projects done before we head into calving and then 
farming. I also know that it can change overnight, so I have to be willing to accept  
the changes and limit my whining about not finishing projects.  

 

Are you a Thermostat or Thermometer? 



 

Servant Resources 

by Billye Roseleip, Vice President of Servant Resources 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters,  and 
rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love 
all of you have for one another is increasing  (1 Thessalonians 1:3). 

What resources are available to you to help your local society grow not only in numbers but also 
in the Word? LWML is so much more than what goes on in the local societies. We are active  
locally, but also at a District level, on the national level, and even internationally.  Here are 
some of the ways LWML works at all those levels: 
 

The Missive gives us updates on what is going on in the LWML Montana District. 
We hear from our Pastoral Counselors, read articles from the District Officers, 
and get updates on upcoming events in the District.   

 
The Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly provides stories of               
people and how their lives have changed because of faith 
in Jesus Christ. We can read stories of brokenness and 
how people have found hope in Christ. Mission Grant                         
summaries of how grants are being used keep us  
informed on the work of LWML. “The Heart of LWML” is 
a section where LWML societies can share their outreach 
news in local communities. Each issue has three Bible 
studies that can be used for meetings.   
 
The LWML Montana District website, www.mtdistrict 
lwml.org, is the place to go to find district forms needed 
for anything district LWML. You can see what the up-

coming events are. There are pictures from retreats and other events, and you can 
order a t-shirt. Download the Montana Manual and the District Bylaws on the 
site. You can find the Board of Directors’ Minutes and the Montana Missive.   
 
The LWML website, lwml.org, has regular articles by national officers. Need                       
information about the upcoming LWML Convention? It is there. Mustard Seed 
Devotions, program helps, and Bible studies are there to help you fill needs you 
may have. You will find updates on Missions Grants, and you can find a link to the 
LWML Store. 
 
Do you have the LWML App? A plethora of                       
information and resources is available on the app.  
The Bible, including some audio is on the app                            
making your smart phone a great witnessing tool.                           
Devotions, Bible studies, sketches, responsive     
readings, League Pledge, and meeting helps are 
there for easy access. 

 
This is a small sample of what is available to you to help you and your Sisters in Christ grow in 
faith and love toward one another. Check them out today! 

 



Human Care 

by Edee Anderson, Vice President of Human Care  

GET YOUR LWML MONTANA DISTRICT T-SHIRT! 

I have worked with the BOD, and we have designed a T-shirt that pays  
homage to all members of the LWML in Montana. The image on the back of 
the T-shirt is the Montana state outline with a star annotating every society in 
Montana. T-shirts are a 50/50 blend which makes them soft and fit to size. 
You can order these by society or individually.  
 
Sizes Available — YS  YM  YL  AS  AM  AL  AXL  2XL  3XL  4XL  
                                ($2 extra for 2-4XL) 
 

Color — Light Gray 
 
T-Shirt Cut — Short Sleeve  $20  or   Long Sleeve  $24 
 
Can be personalized with name on sleeve for $5 extra. 
 

Please reach out to me to arrange ordering and payment.  
We have to order in groups of 25 to enjoy a price cut. 

 
~ Brook ~ 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We are at the close of the active Christmas season. I’m sure everyone has been busy 
with baking cookies and other goodies, decorating to make homes and churches             
beautiful for the season and of course purchasing and wrapping gifts for those close  
to you. We were also busy with the extra services and celebrations at church as we                 

celebrated our Savior’s birth. So now what? Do you just sit down for the needed rest? Do you find            
yourself falling into the post-Christmas blues? If you think about it, during those busy days of pre-
Christmas preparations, you were doing those things mostly to benefit others. I think we women are 
wired that way; we find joy in doing for others. So if you find yourself slipping into the post-Christmas 
blues, one way to turn around is to find things to do for others again. 
  
There is plenty of time to put together some kits for Lutheran World Relief  
(LWR) or Orphan Grain Train. You can even obtain funds by leading an Action 
Team with Thrivent. If you are not a member, find someone who is and help  
them apply and lead a team together. 
  
I find putting together a quilt using “free style quilting” keeps the mind and body 
busy sewing a quilt top for LWR. Free style is when you have a pile of scraps, cut 
them into the biggest square or rectangle possible, lay them out to mix colors and 
to fill a space about 65”x85”. Then look and decide which seam to sew first, second, and third until  
larger blocks or strips are formed to combine together. Eventually arrive at a 62”x82” quilt top. My 
mind is kept busy and so are hands with the end result something for others. If fabric is found in two 
yard pieces, match two together, then cut 6 blocks from each fabric into 21 inch squares, sew together in 
a checkerboard pattern and there is a finished quilt top. 
 
There are other possibilities in your church or community to do things for others; search them 
out to serve others and fill your days. If we keep busy, before we know it, spring will be here. Hope you 
all have a happy full winter. The Lutheran World Relief collection is still scheduled for May 13, 2023. 

 



 

Gospel Outreach 

by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Gospel Outreach                                                                                

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PASS IT ON! 
 

Now is the time to get the word out that we are accepting District                    
Mission Grant Proposals!  Some of you may wonder, who may submit a               

mission grant proposal? Per our Montana Manual: “Mission grant proposals may be                    
submitted by individual LWML members, local societies, the districts, and boards of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). Any proposal that originates elsewhere must 
be endorsed by one of the above groups.” If you have any questions, you can contact me 
and I will help you answer them! 

 

 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Montana Missive is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, MONTANA                       

District. Periodicals Postage Paid at Great Falls, Montana. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to                              

Montana Missive, Brook Gerard, Editor, 256 Ulm Vaughn Road, Great Falls, MT 59404. 

Happy New Year! I have the privilege 
of announcing the LWML Montana 
District scholarship awardees. We 
had four applicants this year and are 

blessed to be able to award scholarships to all four                       
applicants! The awardees are:  
 
William Harr is from Trinity Lutheran in Great Falls. 
William is a junior attending Concordia University in  
Mequon, Wisconsin. William is studying his pre-ministry 
work and  preparing to go on to seminary. William was awarded $1,000. 
 
Travis Hartman is from Christ the King Lutheran in Billings. Travis is a first-year seminary 
student at Fort Wayne, Indiana, preparing for the ministry. Travis was awarded $1,500. 

 
Levi Kettner is from Grace Lutheran in Hamilton. Levi is a sophomore 
attending Concordia University in Mequon, Wisconsin. Levi is studying 
his pre-ministry work preparing to go on to seminary. Levi was awarded 
$1,000.  
 
Amber Reiner is from the Church at Creston—Lutheran. Amber is a 
senior attending Concordia University in Austin, Texas. She will                
graduate this spring as a Director of Christian Education and is looking 
forward to her 15-month internship at a church camp. Amber was 
awarded $1,000. 
 

May God continue to bless these students working to becoming leaders and servants of our 
Lord wherever He may lead them. I encourage you to keep them in your prayers.  

Scholarship News                                              
by Linda Reilly, Scholarship Committee Chair 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

A reminder: Applicants for the 2023 scholarships 
for students studying for church work professions 

at one of our LCMS schools will need to have                    
applications in to me (address on back of  

Missive) by September 30, 2023. 
Thank you!   



 

  

 

Congratulations to Abigail Oloff and Tristin Reinke for applying to be 
our Young Woman Representatives (YWRs) for the LWML Convention in             
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 22–25, 2023! We all look forward to getting to 
know these young women more, and seeing all that they will learn as they 

"Celebrate the Lord of the Nations” (Psalm 33:12-13) with LWML women from all over our             
nation. Being a part of the YWR family brings me such great joy as we continue to grow with 
more amazing women into this sisterhood of faith, hope, 
and love (1 Corinthians 13:13). Together we anticipate and 
pray over the wonderful experiences and relationships 
these women will have at the convention.   
 
The long days of winter can be hard on all of us and it's easy to focus on all of the worldly woes, 
but take heart for Jesus has already overcome this world (John 16:33)! As we all anticipate 
warmer weather and the 40th LWML Convention, it's a great time to remember and reflect on 
this verse: And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one             
another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching (Hebrews 10: 24-25).   

 
When you become a YWR, you become a special part of the puzzle 
piece to the LWML. Not only does this apply to the LWML, but each 
of our churches plays an important part in the LCMS. We all should 
boldly proclaim the Gospel and fulfill God's will by gathering together 
in our faith.  
 
Can you think of ways for you and other church members to connect 
during this long winter?  What about a Bible study? It is so important 
for all of us to be in the Word together, not just at the upcoming                  
national convention. His Word is living and God-breathed and can 
only strengthen our faith all the more with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. The convention lets you connect with so many that share the same faith; it's a “small” 
prelude of what's to come in eternity with God and His body of believers. In the meantime,           
remember to spur one another towards the cross; continue to grow in faith with your family; 
and look forward to the Day that is approaching. 
 
 

Lord God, we pray for Abby and Tristin             
and all of Your church of believers as we                           
anticipate the 40th LWML Convention.                       
Let us grow in our faith not only at the  

convention, but in the months prior to it.  
Guide us in Your Word and let  

Your Holy Spirit continue to create  
stronger faith in each of us.  

In Your name we pray, Amen! 

Young Woman Chairman  

by Whitney Marsh,  Young Woman Chairman 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tristin Reinke Abigail Oloff 

YWR Pin 

 



 



 

We had a congregational pajama drive at 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  

in Columbia Falls for the Medicine Bear 
Adult Shelter and the Children's Nurturing 

Center in Browning, Montana.  
 

“We surpassed the 80 count and hit 100!” 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church — Columbia Falls 
"What’s Your 80?" Project  

 
Dear LWML Montana District,  

 
Thank you for your generosity in 
awarding us a grant for $2,000. We 
used it to aid in the renovation of our 
Learning Center kitchen, specifically 
our beautiful new glass top stove. 
We are now able to cook meals for 
our Learning Center children. They 
love having a nice hot meal. This 
project would never have been a 
success without the generosity of 
caring and committed people such 
as yourselves. Thank you very much. 
 

Ronda Bridgman 
Director 

Grace Lutheran Learning Center 
Hamilton, Montana 

Breaking News from national LWML!  
 

As you may know, the LWML Mission Goal for the  
2021–2023 biennium is $2,150,000. We have great news!  

We are filled with gratitude and joy as we announce that God has worked  
through your generosity and stewardship to surpass this goal.  

The Mite offerings you have shared now total $2,154,511! 
  

If you would like to take a look at the various ministries the  
2021–2023 Mission Grants are supporting,  

please visit our website: www.lwml.org/mission-grants. 
 

News Release from LWML: 
Posted January 13, 2023 

 

2021–2023 LWML Mission Goal Reached!   



 

LWML Montana District Directory 

 

 

 

 

If there is anything you 

would like to see in the      

Missive, pictures of the 

work you do, events               

you partake in, or even                  

celebrating the history of 

your society, just send it to me in an email!     

~ Brook ~  
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