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It’s All About Jesus
The LWML Montana District Convention is fast approaching. This
biennium will be a celebration of the 80th year of the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League in Montana. The 2022 District
Convention is hosted by the Divide Zone, April 29 through May 1, 2022
at First Lutheran Church in Helena. We will meet under the theme
“Only Jesus” which is taken from Mark 9:8, And suddenly, looking
around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
Donna Snow, a published Bible study author, will join
us as our keynote speaker, as well as our banquet
speaker. Some of you may be familiar with Donna
through her Facebook live Bible studies presented
over the past year.
You will find the convention registration form in this issue of the Missive. Our Gifts
from the Heart include building a “mountain of socks” of all sizes for local schools
and shelters, and gathering quilts for hospitals in the Divide Zone and the Florence
Crittenton home in Helena. The Servant Event will be putting together Activities of
Daily Living (ADL) Kits for the domestic abuse shelter in Helena. New mission grants will be voted on
and new officers will be elected. Please join us for Bible study, grant updates, speakers, fun, and
fellowship as we Serve the Lord with Gladness!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Donna Snow is no stranger to LWML! An LWML member since 1997, Donna
has held many society, zone, and LWML Texas District offices. She was our
District Convention Keynote Speaker in 2020 during the pandemic and also the
author of online Bible studies, that enabled us to stay connected to each other
and connected in the Word.
In June 2021, Donna accepted early retirement after
serving 30 years in corporate America’s legal field. She
now devotes full time to her writing, teaching, and
speaking ministry through Artesian Ministries.

Her latest Bible study from CPH, Chosen: A Study of Esther, has been well
received and is now on its fourth printing. She is now writing a new CPH Bible
study on the life of Joseph from Genesis. In April 2022, she wrapped up filming
the next LWML video-based Bible study: Unshakable: Standing on the Rock
When Life Quakes Hard. This brand-new Bible study will release at the 2023
LWML Convention in Milwaukee.
During the pandemic, Donna continued working with the Lutheran Church in Eurasia to translate
eight of her LWML Bible studies into Russian and Ukrainian. They are now available as free
downloads on the LWML website to share with our missionary friends.
Donna is a member of Salem Lutheran Church in Tomball, Texas, a Board member of the Lutheran
Outdoors Ministries of Texas, and a newly-elected member of the LCMS Texas District Nominating
Committee. She is a life-long Texan, adventurous traveler, and dabbling gardener, but home is
always her favorite place to be.

Counselor’s Corner
by Rev. Blake Marshall, Senior Counselor

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

What will the New Year hold for you?
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by
the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the
curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let
us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day drawing near (Hebrews 10:19-25 ESV).
The Church Year has been in full swing for six weeks and now we are
preparing for a new calendar year. I pray that the light of Christ is
shining brightly into your life, both in your joys and in your trials. The
writer to the Hebrews speaks to our New Year both as Christians in
the church, and as those who live as sojourners in this temporal
world. As Paul tells the Philippians and us,
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all
things to himself (Philippians 3:20-21).
We have confidence as we move into a New Year. That confidence is given to you through the waters of
Baptism where you were washed, cleansed from sin, and renewed in mind, thought, and deed by Jesus
Christ. The Infant lying in the manger, the Lamb of God, was slain for your
redemption. You have a new beginning purchased with the blood of the onlybegotten Son of God and you are redeemed from sin, death and the devil. Now
that is the “Good News” which is the confidence you can start the New Year
with and every day of your temporal life.
Now as you enter this New Year and every day with this Good News, reread
the words from Hebrews,
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
As 2022 begins, have you considered how to stir up one another in love? What
are those opportunities given to you as a baptized child of God, His servant?
Stir up love for one another! You can only love another when you know Who first loved you; as John
says in his first epistle, We love because he first loved us (1 John 4:19). You extend love to others,
because you were loved by God while you were yet a sinner and were redeemed through the blood of
Jesus, washed and renewed in mind and spirit; now you can stir up love in one another.

Your love is stirred within you as you gather together to hear the Word of God and receive the real
presence of Jesus Christ in the Lord’s Supper as you eat and drink His body and blood. Gathered around
Word and Sacrament, you are strengthened to encourage one another in salvation and good works. Your
Christian life and service begins, stems, and branches out from Word and Sacrament.
(continued page 4)

President’s Notes
by Pam Kercher, District President

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CELEBRATE - CELEBRATE - CELEBRATE!
LWML Turns 80!
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118:24 ESV).

Since 1942 the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) has been proclaiming Christ,
supporting missions, equipping women, and serving others. The LWML Board of Directors (BOD) is
encouraging all districts, zones, groups, and individual members to celebrate with “ 80something.”
What do you have planned to celebrate 80 years of mission work? Will your group donate 80 cans of
food to a local food bank? Could your group donate an extra $800 to your district mission goal?
Maybe each zone could donate 80 pairs of socks to a local homeless shelter. Whatever you choose to
do to celebrate, the BOD asks that you take photos of each activity
for a photo montage to be shown at the 2023 LWML Convention in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Put on your thinking caps! Answer the
question, “What’s Your 80?” and celebrate this milestone with us!
(Copied from the eNews.)
We want to begin the celebration early at our upcoming Montana
District Convention to be held at First Lutheran church in Helena
on April 29 through May 1. It is also the 80th birthday of the LWML
in Montana. I am personally inviting you to attend. It will be a time
of worship, fellowship, Bible study, servant events, and fun. The
convention will be a time to reconnect with past friends and make
new ones. We look forward to hearing from our keynote speaker
Donna Snow, our national representative Vice President of
Christian Life Susan Brunkow, and Laurie Dannewitz from the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch. As we
turn 80, I have been thinking about how can we celebrate with 80 of items, thoughts and prayers. As
mentioned above in the info from national we would like to record these “80”s. What is something
you could share?
80 extra cents a week in your Mite Box.
80 cookies baked for shut in’s.
Bring socks to convention as we are making mountains of 80 socks.
80 prayers for family and friends.
80 cards sent to encourage others.
Whatever your 80 is, we want to hear about it on a local, zone, district, and national level. Looking
forward to seeing you in Helena.

President Pam

Gospel Outreach
by Sonja Reeves, Vice President of Gospel Outreach

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I wish you all a
happy new year and pray God’s blessings to you. 2022 is going to be an
amazing year for the LWML Montana District!
We have so much to look forward to with the District Convention in Helena in April where we will
get to vote on a brand-new biennium of mission grants. There has been a wonderful number of
applications submitted, and I look forward to seeing which grants will be selected. God is so
good!
As for an update on the grants from the current biennium, there are only two left to be funded.
We are currently waiting for those grant requests to be made. They are:
•
•

CLET Growing Shepherd Pastors, Togo, Africa for $2,500.
Evangelism Outreach Resources, LCMS Mission to Spain for $1,800.
See you all in Helena!

Counselor’s Corner (continued page 2)
Service begins with your congregation and branches out from there into all the world. Consider how
to stir up love and good works as you gather with your congregation of God’s baptized children, who
are loved and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ.
From your service in the congregation of God, you branch out to all the world with your service as a
member of LWML. Please join us in Helena for the LWML Montana District Convention and the
opportunity to be in the Word during our Bible studies led by Rev. Keinath and myself.
I’ll close with Hebrews 10:23-25:
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And
let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing
near. Amen.

Pastor Blake Marshall

Nominating Committee
by Shari Miller, Nominating Committee Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do you have any names for me to contact to run for district office for
our LWML in Montana? I am anxiously awaiting to hear from you for
the name of a future servant leader who is willing to work on the district level of the
LWML in Montana; please get me their contact information soon! Maybe that
“flowering leader” that you know in your zone or local group is ready to bloom as an
LWML leader in Montana! Or perhaps you might want to nominate yourself.
We will elect the following women at the LWML Montana District Convention in Helena on
April 29–May 1, 2022:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vice President of Human Care
Vice President of Servant Resources
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Nominating Committee Chairman
Junior Pastoral Counselor
(names only)
Nominating Committee Members
Shari Miller, Chairman
Ruth Denning, Central Zone
Barb Schneidenbach, Divide Zone
Carolyn Crouch, SouthEastern Zone
Virginia Nygaard, Flathead Zone
Nenette Loftsgaarden, Western Zone

Nominations Deadline:
February 1, 2022,
but will accept
through convention.

Please give a name to your Zone President, Zone Vice
President (inset), or to me (contact information on the back
of this newsletter). I will contact them.

All offices are four year terms, except Nominating
Committee Chairman, which is a two year term. The Junior
Pastoral Counselor serves two years as Junior Counselor and
then two years as Senior Counselor. Nominees for Pastoral
Counselor are decided by the LCMS Montana District
President from a list of submitted names from LWML
societies. The job descriptions can be found in the LWML Montana Manual that every society
president, all zone officers, and all district Board of Directors members have in their possession or
on www.mtdistrictlwml.org.

What is going on in LWML?
www.mtdistrictlwml.org is the place to visit for the latest news
and updates. The home page contains district convention information,
seasonal devotional articles, updates on our district mission grants,
and a calendar of upcoming events.
There is a link that takes you directly to the LWML website
(www.lwml.org) where you can learn even more about the
resources that LWML has to offer, as well as the
most up-to-date information.

The LWML Montana District website is truly
the “one-stop” place to go!

SouthEastern Zone / Structure Chairman
by Mryt White

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SouthEastern Zone
Communication with all societies in the SouthEastern Zone has continued throughout the fall. As a
combined zone, the SouthEastern Zone held its first rally in October 2021
hosted by Concordia Lutheran Church in Forsyth, Montana. The rally was well
attended having 42 ladies present. Our Bible study, led by Rev. Dewell, was
entitled “Immigration Rights and Wrongs” and gave us prospective about the
biblical approach to legal and illegal immigrants to our country.
Our speaker was from Pregnancy Outreach, Miles City. She gave us a lot of
information on how their association provides a wide variety of assistance to
unwed and other new mothers. Our ingathering was for their organization.
There was a lot of visiting, and time for fellowship. I especially want to extend my thanks to Carin
Larsen, Forsyth and to the wide variety of ladies who assisted with all preparations and a wonderful
lunch for our rally.
The SouthEastern Zone Bylaws were approved and the new copy has been sent to all zone societies.
Our next rally will be in the Fall of 2022. Specific plans for location have yet to be made.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Structure Chairman
And again, I will put my trust in Him (Hebrews 2:13).
I hope you are all like me and looking forward to our District Convention, April 29-May 1, 2022, at
First Lutheran Church in Helena. As Structure Chairman, I will be presenting proposed changes to
the LWML Montana District Bylaws at this meeting. The proposed changes have been submitted to
the national Structure Committee and have been approved by them. Following are the proposals:
Proposed Article XV – Emergency Action
“In the event of any great emergency such as war, epidemic, disaster, or other prevailing
conditions making the holding of a convention inadvisable, the Executive Committee shall
have the authority to determine whether the convention shall or shall not be held; a twothirds vote of the Executive Committee shall decide, and the vote may be taken by mail or
electronic messaging. In the event the convention is not held, the Executive Committee shall
decide, and the vote may be taken by mail or electronic messaging. In the event the
convention is not held, the Executive Committee shall have the authority to plan procedures
for conducting the routine convention business.”
If approved, this will renumber articles and add the following changes/additions:
Proposed Article Number Change – Article XVI – Amendment of Bylaws
Proposed addition to Article VIII – Executive Committee
3. “The committee shall transact necessary business between Board of Directors meetings and
in the event of an emergency.”
Proposed Bylaw Change
Article VII – Board of Directors, #3-g
Delete Language with Strikethrough – “In case of emergency (as defined in the Missouri
Nonprofit Corporation Law) action may be taken by mail, by telephone, or by electronic
messaging.”

Human Care
by Susan Sweatman, Vice President of Human Care

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love
(Psalm 147:11 ESV).
2022, a new year filled with hope and expectation and snow. Hope is a wonderful part of what God
gave to each one of us when He sent His only begotten Son to die to save the world from their sins,
past, present, and future, and guarantee eternity in heaven with Him for all who believe. Now that’s
hope! The changing of seasons, too, gives us hope that winter will not last forever.
As we start each new day of 2022, we have the
assurance that God’s mercies are new every morning;
great is His faithfulness. The new year ahead of us in
LWML is filled with great expectation as we rely on
God to show us the way. The way to fulfilling our mite
goals; reaching others around the world with the Good
News and supplying physical provisions; encouraging
spiritual growth in our local groups, as well as
encouraging our women to use their gifts and talents to
serve gladly and faithfully in our local groups and in the
LWML Montana District.
The opportunity to meet the deadline of May 14 to have our Lutheran World Relief (LWR) kits
assembled and delivered to the pick-up sites around the state of Montana comes to mind as our local
ladies embark on our final kit collection (Personal Care Kits) before the drive. Thank you to everyone
for the vital part you play in making all of this happen. What a blessing for us to minister to the needs
of those less fortunate around the globe!

2022 LWR DRIVE
MAY 14, 2022
LWR Drive Pick Up Locations:
First Lutheran — Missoula
Peace Lutheran — Belgrade
Mt Olive — Billings
Our Savior Lutheran — Glendive
(Same as 2021 unless announced differently at a later date.)
Also, the Orphan Grain Train (OGT) truck will be available at the LWML Montana District Convention
in Helena. Arrangements are being made to have a truck on site at First Lutheran Church to
accommodate the ingathering and transporting of your collected items to the OGT headquarters. We
will also provide a presentation on the ministry and outreach of
OGT, hopefully by video or a speaker representative from OGT.
Typically, we suggest a special project to collect for OGT to be
brought to convention. I am thinking that as I recently read that
many teachers do not have the supplies for teaching, perhaps we
could assemble as many of those Teaching Kits as possible to
bring to the LWML Montana District Convention,
April 29-May 1, 2022.
And, we rest in the certainty that we can expect great things from God as we do His will and serve Him
in all things. I am hopeful for a well-attended LWML District Convention and a successful Lutheran
World Relief Drive, because of Christ. Thank you for praying for that result.
Hope you’ll save the date for both of these events!?

Scholarship Report
LWML Montana District 2021 scholarships were sent this past December 2020 to the following
students who are members of Montana LCMS churches and studying toward fulltime church work.
Award checks of $1,000 were sent to each student for their personal education needs. Addresses can be
received from the Scholarship Chairman if you want to personally encourage these students as they
pursue their studies.
Amber Reiner Concordia U Austin, TX
William Harr Concordia U Mequon, WI
Levi Kettner Concordia U Mequon, WI

Dir. Christian Ed. Church at Creston
Ministry
Trinity, Great Falls
Ministry
Grace, Hamilton

Junior
Sophomore
Freshman

Applications for next year’s scholarships are due September 30, 2022. Applications
are sent to the Scholarship Chairman Edee Anderson. Please encourage students to
enter into fulltime church work. Once they are accepted at one of the LCMS
Universities, get them the application from the LWML Montana District website or
contact the chairman with their information to get a printed application sent to
them.
Edee Anderson, Scholarship Chairman
310 Washington Street, Deer Lodge, MT 59722
(406) 846.2589 edeeanderson@hotmail.com

Servant Resources
by Linda Reilly, Vice President of Servant Resources

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As we look forward to the New Year ahead, I can’t help but first reflect on this past
year. Yes, I’m sure we all had a few disappointments and challenges, myself included. However, those
seem to fall into the shadows of God’s blessings.
In other words, for myself in retrospect, I had far more
blessings than disappointments. My biggest blessing is
in knowing I live in the love of my Lord and Savior. His
light of love shines for all of us, and He lights the very
path we follow in our daily lives. I know He strengthens
me every day when I hear Him speak through devotions,
worship, and Bible studies.
We will have the opportunity to intensify God’s light on
our path in many ways at the LWML Montana District
Convention in Helena in April. At the convention, you
will have the blessings of time spent in worship,
fellowship, friendships renewed, and opportunities to be strengthened in your faith. You won’t want
to miss hearing Donna Snow, as she is one of God’s lights shining on our path. There are so many
reasons to send in your registration today! I look forward to seeing you there, you’ll find me in your
LWML Store!
I pray your blessings are many in the New Year!

Christian Life
by Brook Gerard, Vice President of Christian Life

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
(Online Devotion by Jud Wilhite)
It’s the time of year for reflection — looking back
in review of the past year’s adventures and also
looking forward to what the new year has in store. 2021 was a
mixture of entertainment and grief but I have found that there is
peace moving forward if we lean on the Lord. As I spent time writing
my annual Christmas letter, listening to a podcast and thinking
about all the people in my life, I was reminded that anger isn’t a
place to dwell in.
Have you ever gotten mad at someone who totally deserved it, whose actions were so wrong, and you
knew without a doubt that you were right? And so your anger felt right; it felt good. So you nursed it
and you told yourself it was righteous anger and you had a right to be mad. If this has ever been you
then Ephesians 4:26-27 has some insight:
Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,
and give no opportunity to the devil.
Anger gives a foothold to the devil, so don’t let righteous anger grow into something that’s wrong. The
devil wants to get a foothold in your life through hurt, anger, and bitterness, and he wants to turn it
into a stronghold of un-forgiveness. See when you brood on that hurt, when you let it grow and fester
then that hurt and anger begins to get a foothold, a place where he can build more anger and
bitterness. So release your anger; don’t give the devil a foothold in your life.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GET YOUR LWML MONTANA DISTRICT T-SHIRT HERE!
I have worked with the BOD, and we have designed a T-shirt that pays homage to all members of the
LWML in Montana. The image on the back of the T-shirt is the Montana state outline with a star
annotating every society in Montana. T-shirts are a 50/50 blend
which makes them soft and fit to size. You can order these by
society or individually.

Sizes Available — YS YM YL AS AM AL AXL 2XL 3XL 4XL
($2 extra for 2-4XL)
Color — Light Gray

T-Shirt Cut — Short Sleeve $20 or Long Sleeve $24

Treasurer’s Notes
By Carol Holste, Treasurer

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
God has said, “Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.”
So we say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”
(Hebrews 13:5b-6 NIV)
A new year — new resolutions and goals. I learned a long time ago not to make
resolutions that I know will not be kept. It helps keep the stress down! I do like
to sit down at the end of December and fill in my new calendar with family
birthdates, Baptism dates, and anniversary dates in the hopes that I will
remember to send a card and/or keep them in prayer on their special day.
A thought that has been at the forefront this past year is that God is in charge
and He blesses me every day, and when days are filled with frustration, sadness,
and anxieties, to remember that God continues to be at my side and gives me the
strength and peace to continue, and as it is written in Hebrews, God promises
NEVER to leave me or forsake me. What peace this verse gives to me and to all
who believe!
As treasurer, it is a joy to write checks to fulfill the grants that were voted on by
the delegates at the convention in Billings. A highlight of last summer’s vacation included a visit with
Pastor Bauer and his wife Carol who gave us a tour through
the youth lodge they are constructing adjacent to Circle of Life
Lutheran Church in Muddy Cluster. The Lodge is a beautiful
log building and will be used in welcoming youth and
sponsoring cross-generational events and to help share Jesus
with the Northern
Cheyenne people. The
LWML grant of $3,000
will help fund the
kitchen in the Lodge. I
thank God that the area
was spared as fires were close last summer. God is good! Continue
to feed your Mite Boxes with joy and pray that our mighty mites
will continue to help many people know that our Lord remembers
them and cares for them.
I look forward to seeing all of you at the LWML Montana District Convention in April where we will
gather to study God’s Word, select new grants to spread the blessings of God, and fellowship with one
another.
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Grace Lutheran Church LWML in Hamilton recently donated 36 coats, hats, and mittens to the
Head Start School in Hamilton. The coats were purchased with memorial funds given to the Grace
LWML throughout the year. One member states, “We are blessed to share the warmth of a coat
with a child in need.”

The Last Green Valley
The LWML Western Zone Rally was held on October 9, 2021, at Grace Lutheran Church in
Hamilton. Walter Martel, a member of Grace Lutheran Church, presented some very interesting
history and recollections of the trek made by his family during and
after World War II.
His experience has been adapted into a
book entitled The Last Green Valley by
Mark Sullivan. The book shows that
God continually demonstrated His care
and plan for the Martel family, even
through trials few of us could imagine.
Walter, with his mother and brother,
escaped East Germany and were
reunited with his father who had
escaped forced labor under the
Russians. They eventually ended up in
Bozeman where they were members at
First Lutheran Church for many years.
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If there is anything you
would like to see in the
Missive, pictures of the
work you do, events
you partake in, or even
celebrating the history of
your society, just send it to me in an email!
~ Brook ~
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